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Jitlnt  Carter  lOruton 


An  exa£l  Account  of  the  Nature  of  its  Government  $  the  Power 
of  the  Proprietaries j  and  their  Governors;  as  well  thofe 
which  they  derive  under  the  Royal  Grant,  as  thofe  they  have 
assumed  in  manifeft  Violation  thereof,  their  Father’s  Char¬ 
ter,  and  the  Rights  of  the  People :  Alfo,  the  Rights  and 
Privileges  of  the  AfTembly,  ana  People,  which  they  claim 
under  the  faid  Grant,  Charter,  and  Laws  of  their  Country* 
confirmed  by  the  Royal  Approbation. 

With  a  true  Narrative  of  the  Difpute  between  the  Governors 
and  Affemblies,  refpe&ing  the  Grants  of  Supplies  fo  often 
made  by  the  Latter,  arid  reje&ed  by  the  Former.  In  which 
is  demonftrated,  by  inconteftable  Vouchers,  that  arbitrary 
Proprietary  Inltruclions,  have  been  the  true  and  only  Caufe 
of  the  Refufal  of  fuch  Supplies,  and  the  late  defencelefs  State 
of  the  Province. 

The  whole  being  a  full  Anfwer  to  the  Pamphlets  intitled  A 
BRIEF  STATE,  and  A  BRIEF  VIEW,  &c,  of  the 
Conduct  bf  Pennsylvania. 


Unlimited  Power  is  fo  wild  and  monftrous  a  Thing,  that  however  it  be  to  DE¬ 
SIRE  it,  it  is  as  natural  to  OPPOSE  it ;  nor  ought  it  to  be  trufted  with  any 
mortal  Man,  be  his  Intentions  ever  fo  juft  :  For  beftdes  that  he  will 
never  CARE  to  part  with  it,  he  will  rarely  DARE, 

Cato’s  Letters. 

That  Men  ought  to  fpeak  well  of  their  Governors  is  true,  while  their  Govet- 
nors  DESERVE  to  be  well  fpokert  of,  but  to  do  public  Mifchief  with^ 
out  hearing  of  it,  is  only  the  Prerogative  and  Felicity  of  Tyranny  :  A  FREE 
PEOPLE  will  be  fhewing  that  they  are  fo,  by  their  FREEDOM  OF 
SPEECH.  ,  ibid. 

-  .  .  _  _  -  -  -  - •  -  ■-  . 

PHILADELPHIA: 

Printed  by  W.  Dunlap,  at  the  Newefl-Printing- 

Office,  M,DCC,L1X. 
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The  Right  Honorable 

William  titt,  Efq; 

One  of  His  Majesty’s  principal  Secreta¬ 
ries  of  State- 


SIR, 


* 


ME  N  of  the  higheit  Jbftimation  tor  V n> 
tue  and  Learning  have  declared,  that 
no  Change  of  Climate,  no  diftance  of  Place; 
can  deftroy,  or  even  abridge  thofe  Rights  and 
Privileges,  which  a  Briton  derives  from  his 
Nativity.  They  are  Blefilngs  that  infepara- 
bly  wait  on  his  Perloh,  in  all  his  Migrations 
and  Settlements i  This  Opinion  founded  on 
the  Principles  of  Reafon  and  natural  Equity, 
has  received  an  additional  Sanction  and  Au¬ 
thority  from  your  Condud  ever  ftnce  your 
deferved  Exaltation*  to  the  important  Port  and 

"  ■  -  .. _ &  »  dl 
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II  DEDICATION. 

Truft  you  have  filled  and  difcharged  with 
inch  univerfal  Applaufe.  Your  Care  andEf-. 
foi  ts  which  jhave, -beep.loi.ig  wifely  and  fortu¬ 
nately  exerted  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Li¬ 
berties  of  Mankind^  have  not  been  confined 
to  the  happy  Ifland  you  live  in  ;  but  in  a  re- 
xnaikable  IVIariner  extended  to  thefe  remote 
Parts  of  the  World,  whole  infinite  Impor¬ 
tance  to  the  Glory  and  Intereft  of  their 
Mother  Country,  you  have  been  one  of  the 
firfic  to  difcover.  Pis  to  you  Sir,  under 
the  Influence  and  happy  Aufpices  of  dur  moll 
gracious  and  good  Sovereign,  that  His  Ma- 
jclby  s  moil  faithful  and  loyal  Subjects  in  A~ 
inert  ca ,  are  indebted,  for  their  late  Efcape 
from  the  Barbarities  of  a  Savage  Enemy, 
the  Yoke  of  French  Servitude,  and  popijh  Su- 

perdition.  G 

.  *  »  ^ 
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Tiie  Province  of  Pennfyhania  has,  by  her 
swn  Indujlry  alone ,  made  great  Advances  to¬ 
wards  Commerce  and  Opulence,  notvvith- 
Ifanding  the  fliorfr  Asia  ol  her  Settlement ; 
und,  tho’  the  has  encountered  many  Difficul- 


ties  and  Impediments  in  complying  with  the 
Demands  of  her  Sovereign,  may  juftly  claim 
no  inconfiderable  Share  in  the  Military  Opera¬ 
tions,  which  have  in  a  great  Meafure,  re- 
ftored  Peace  to  her  own  and  the  Borders  of 
the  neighbouring  Provinces.  Her  prefent 
ft  ou  riffling  State  has  flowed  intirely  from  the 

O  J 

Excellence  of  her  Conftftutipn,  equally  a* 

dapted  to  preferve  the  juft  Prerogatives  of  the 

‘  '  .  * 

Crown,  and  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 

s  .  •  ■■■ 

Subjeft,  and  nearly  refembling  that  of  her 
Mother  Country.  Upon  the  Preferyation' of 
this  Conftitution,  and  the  Liberties  derived 

.  ■  \  .  '  '  ‘  *  ?  'A  ,  •  + 

from  it,  the  prefent  and  future  Happinefs  of 

•  .  »  ■  \  ^  p  »  '  , 

the  People  entirely  depend.  When  any  At- 
tempt  therefore  has  been  m^de  to  wound  or 
fubvert  that  Conftitution,  to  enfeeble  it's 
Laws,  to  weaken  its  Power  of  Defence,  and 
to  prevent  its  paying  a  chearful  and  reafona- 

ble  Obedience  to  the  royal  Commands,  to 
whom,  can  (he  Apply  ?  Whofe  Patronage 
and  Protection  can  fhe  implore  with  greater 

Propriety,  than  his,  whofe  extenfive  Bene- 

yolenfs 


( 


volence  and  public  Spirit,  have  been  fo  hap~ 
pily  experienced,  botfi  in  Europe  and  Amer¬ 
ica.  You  Sir,  have  by  your  Attention  to 
the  Welfare  of  thefe  Colonies,  reieafed  us 
from  -the  Apprehenfions  of  foreign  Tyranny, 
which  has  imbolden:d  us  to  beteech  you,  to 
Compleat  the  glorious  Office,  and  relieve  us 

alfo  from  dome  [lie  OppreJJion. 

_*  \  , 

This  Pamphlet  therefore,  in  Vindication 

•  .  .  t  .  1 

of  the  Condudt  of  the  AlTembly  of  Pennfyl- 

-  i  :  ,  f 

noama,  and  the  Freedom  of  its  Inhabitants, 
comes  naturally  to  crave  your  Patronage  and 
Protection,  as  the  conftant  and  generous  Pa¬ 
triot  of  your  Country,  as  a  lover  of  Liberty, 
and  as  the  Creat  and  faithful  Friend  of  A- 
merica.  But  if  a  Stranger  to  your  Perfons 
fhould  be  thought  too  prefupiptuous  in  ad- 
dreiTing  to  you  this  Performance  in  behalf  of 
the  injured  Community,  of  which  I  am  a 
Member,  the  high  refpedt  and  Veneration  I 
entertain  for  your  great  Merit  and  Ab  fries, 
the  Redfitude  of  my  Intentions,  and  the 
jQuty  I  apprehend  I  am  under  of  difclofing 


the  Truth  to  a  Gentleman  fo  remarkable  for 
redreffing  the  injured  and  relieving  the 
Ppprefled,  will  I  hope  fecure  me  a  Pardon 
and  incline  you  to  believe  that  I  am 
actuated  by  no  other  Motive  but  a  Share  of 
that  Spirit  and  Love  for  my  Country,  which 
ponftitutes  io  noble  a  Part  of  your  public  Cha¬ 
racter.  J  am  Sir, 

With  the  highed  Efleem  and  Refpeft, 
Tour  mod  Obedient 

I 

Humble  Servant, 


The  Author, 


.  -a  'X  s: 
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True  and  Impartial  STATE,  %?c. 


HEN  that  extraordinary  Performance 


the  BRIEF  STATE,  firft  appear- 


ed  among  us,  it  was  treated  with  the 
utmoft  Contempt  by  every  Man  of 
Senfe  and  common  Capacity,  who,  from  the  noto¬ 
riety  of  the  Fads  themfelves ,  could  eafily  deteCt  the 
grofs  Untruths,  and  flagrant  Mifreprefentations  it 
contained.  It  was  deemed  a  meer  Rhapfody  of  Ca¬ 
lumnies  and  InveCHves  againft  the  Quakers  and  Ger~ 
mans ,  and  an  infamous  Libel  againft  our  Aflembly 
and  Conftitution ;  nay,  fo  generally  was  it  condem¬ 
ned,  that  the  Author  himfelf  grew  afhamed  of  his 
Production,  and  publicly  dilavowed  it.  From  this 
ProfpeCt  of  its  EffeCts  here,  none  thought  it  worthy 
a  Remark,  much  lefs  a  formal  Refutation.  And  as 
to  its  EffeCts  with  the  Parliament  and  Miniftry  of 
our  Mother  Country,  we  could  not,  without  arraign¬ 
ing  that  jf-ujlice  we  have  fo  often  experienced,  that 


tender 


i 
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tender  Concern  for  our  Rights  and  Properties,  which 
they  have,  more  than  once  convinced  us  of,  fuf- 
ped  that  a  Pamphlet  filled  only  with  Aflertions  as  per¬ 
emptory  as  they  are  abfurd  and  improbable,  could 
have  any  Influence  with  them.  For,  whoever  thinks 
fit  to  bellow  the  lead  Attention  upon  this,  and  the 

Performance  which  followed  it,  viz.,  the  Brief  View, 

\ 

their  pernicious  Tendencies,  the  extraordinary  Re¬ 
medy  propofed,  and  Plans  laid  down  by  the  Pam¬ 
phleteer,  the  Schemes  he  would  have  executed  t<* 
fupport  them,  together  with  the  abufive  Raillery, 
and  low  Scurrilities  they  abound  in,  may,  without 
much  Penetration,  perceive  them  to  be  little  more 
than  the  Efflctts  of  baffled  Malic e,  and  the  Rage  of  a 
difappoinred  Party.  Such  are  the  Reafons  why  thefc 
invidious  Pamphlets  have  fo  long  remained  un- 
anfwered,  and  the  many  grqfs  Falfhoods  and  Mifre- 
prefentations  they  contain,  unrefuted.  It  could  not 
be,  as  the  Pamphleteer  weakly  fuggeds,  cc  Becaufe 
u  they  contained  Fails  of  a  dubborn  Nature,”  And 
becaufe  cc  we  found  it  in  vain  to  combat  the  cleared 
<c  Evidence,”  *  For  neither  of  the  Pamphlets  con¬ 
tain  a  fingle  Fait  material  to  his  Purpofe,  nor  has  he 
favored  the  Public  with  the  lead  Degree  of  Evidence, 
to  induce  them  to  credit,  and  confide  in  his  Ader- 

tions* 

*  Brief  View,  p.  7. 


\ 
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lions.  ’Tis  true,  he  has  inferred  in  his  Sequel* 
feveral  inf  ole  nt  Remonfir  ances  to  the  Aflembly,  drawn 
up  by  himjelfi  and  figned  by  a  few  only  of  his  own 
Party,  not  the  twentieth  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  City}  and  alfo  feveral  of  the  Governors  artful 
Meflages,  which  were  calculated  rather  to  blind  the 
Eyes  of  his  Superiors,  than  to  do  the  Country  Ser¬ 
vice:  But  he  has  defignedly  omitted  the  Anfroers  of 
the  Aflembly,  and  their  Refolves  on  thole  Meflages 
and  Remonftrances,  which  contained  the  fulled  Evi¬ 
dence  of  their  upright  Deflgns  and  Intentions,  at 
the  fame  Time  expofing  the  Schemes  fet  on  Foot  to 
fubvert  the  Conftitution,  and  to  throw  greater  Power 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Proprietaries ,  and  their  Party , 
than  our  gracious  Sovereign  himfelf,  or  his  Miniftry 
ever  enjoyed.  This  obvious  Partiality,  isfo  farfrom 
being  the  <c  clearefl  Evidence,  that  it  is  an  Argument 
of  a  bad  Caufe,  and  indicates  a  Heart  bent  upon  the 
wicked  Defign  of  impofing  on  the  Wifdom  both  o! 
King  and  Parliament,  to  alienate  His  Majefty’s  Favor 
and  affedtion  from  this  Colony,  and  to  deftroy  that 
reciprocal  Confidence  between  him  and  his  People, 
which  is  the  great  Bafis  and  Support  of  his  Prerogative, 
and  of  their  Liberties.  That  having  robbed  us  of  the 
Favor  we  had  long  enjoyed,  and  the  Protedhon  we 

might  with  Confidence  hope  for  from  the  beft  of 

Kings 


■  '  [  6  ] 

Kmgs,  his  Patrons  and  Party  might,  upon  the  Ruins 
of  our  Liberties,  ere£t  their  deftred  Superftrudure  of 
defpotic  Power,  and  reduce  to  a  State  of  VafTalage 

and  Slavery,  fome  of  His  Majeftys  moil  faithful  and 
loyal  Subjeds, 


I 


Such,  and  none  other,  could  be  the  Deflgn  of 
thole  Pamphlets,  to  obviate  which,  and  to  prevent 
the  Prejudices  they  may  poffibly  create  in  the  Mind 
of  the  unwary  Reader,  a  Stranger  to  the  Fads,  and, 
£>y  lo  doing,  difcharge  my  Duty  to  my  Country,  and 
Pofterity,  I  have,  in  the  following  Sheets,  endea¬ 
voured  to  give  at  once,  a  fhort  and  clear  Idea  of  the 
Frame  of  Government  of  this  Province,  under  our 
prefent  Charters  5  the  Powers,  Rights,  and  Privileges 
of  the  two  Branches  of  Legiflature  ;  the  feveral  In¬ 
fringements  and  Innovations  that  have  been  arbitrarily 
made  in  our  Conftitution,  by  Ambition  and  u  a 
Third  of  others  Right  C’  And  fully  evinced,  that 
People  of  this  Province,  have  ever  been  a  faith¬ 
ful,  loyal  and  affedionate  People ;  and  that  the  Af- 
fcmblies  have  been  fo  far  from  being  principled 
gaind  Defence,  that  they  have  ever  offered  Supplies 
*01  Iiis  MajeftysUfe,  in  fuch  Manner  as  they  judged 
mod  effedual,  and  at  the  fame  Time  leaft  oppreffive 
*0  their  Condiments;  And  ladly,  that  the  trueCaufe, 

ta 
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co  which  aionh  our  Calamities  and  Diftrefs  have  beeta 
juftly  imputable,  is  arbitrary  Proprietary  lnJlruElimsy 
which  have  defeated  every  Meafure  a  free  People 
could  think  of,  for  the  Defence  and  Prefervation  of 

i  ,  „  '  ,  .  '  .  . 

their  Lives,  Liberties,  Religion,  and  Fortunes. 

'  .  ..  i 
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In  the  fit'll  of  thefe  Pamphlets,  which  he  intides 
A  Brief  State,  &c.  our  Author  alferts  the  “  Nectf* 
<c  jity  of  a  Change  in  our  Civil  Conftitution!  The 

4  .  u  L 

unprejudiced  Mind  will  call  for  no  greater  Proof  of 

\  * 

his  Partiality,  than  what  flows  from  the  following 
Confideration.  In  Order  to  lay  a  Foundation,  upon 

•.  t.  i .  i  j 

which  to  eltablifh  this  Do&rine,  he  begins  with  in¬ 


forming  the  Public  what  Powers  and  Privileges  the 
Aflembly  are  in  Pofleflion  of;  but  carefully  avoids 
•very  Thing  that  has  a  Tendency  to  fhew  the  exorbi - 
t ant  Power y  and  unlimited  Authority ,  which  our  Pro-* 

i  ;  .V  „•  1  '  :  •  *  " 

prietaries  and  their  Governors  not  only  claim,  bus 

i  ;  *  f  J  *  •  *  *  -  •  ;  / 


conftantly  exercife  over  the  difcontented  and  oppref* 
fed  Inhabitants.  This  is  what  Candor,  Honor, 
and  Confcience  fhould  have  prevailed  on  him  to 
have  done  :  For,  without  it,  no  true  Judgment 
could  be  formed  of  the  Do&rine  he  intended  to 

4.5  r  •  1  . 
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inforce,  nor  could  the  King,  his  Miniftry  or  Par¬ 


liament,  for  whofe  Peruial  this  Performance  was 
diicfly  intended,  fee  the  Neceffity  of  any  Change 


nar. 
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KOfj  if  they  did,  could  they  know  how  or  where  t# 
n  akc  it.  Whether,  by  depriving  the  Aftemblies  of 
this  Colony,  of  thofe  Privileges  they  at  prefens 
ate  entitled  to ;  or,  by  clipping  the  "Wings  of  enor¬ 
mous  Proprietary  Power;  or,  by  taking  his  faithful 
Subjects  of  this  Province,  under  His  Majefty’s  im¬ 
mediate  Care  and  Protection.  But  a  true  Repre- 
fentation  of  Proprietary  Power,  did  not  quadrate  with 
this  Gentleman’s  Syftem  of  Politics  ;  It  would  have 
rendered  his  Patrons  obnoxious  to  His  Majefty’s  juft 
Refentment,  for  having  deprived  his  loyal  Subjects 
here,  of  the  Liberties  granted  to  them  by  his  Royal 
Predecessor.  It  would  have  demonftrated,  that  if 

;  a  * 

any  Change  in  our  Civil  Conftitution  was  necertarv, 
'twas  that  only,  of  taking  his  faithful  and  affectionate 
Subjects  under  his  immediate  Care  and  Protection. 
But  this  would  be  /tabbing  their  Schemes  in  a  vital 
Part ;  ’twould  be  diverting  them  of  that  Power  they 
have  already  ufttrped,  and  a  means  of  difappointing 

them  in  obtaining  that,  they  have  long  fo  eagerly 
fought  for.  '■■  ■  ■  '  ... 


To  fap  the  Foundation  of  this  Conftitution,  and 
far.e  the  firm  Bafis  on  which  it  is  eftablilhed,  is  the 
evident  Dejign  of  this  Author;  to  accomplilh  which, 
he  lays  down  the  following  falfe  and  iniquitous  Po„ 

fitions 


i 
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fitionSi  “  That,  altho’  Infant  Settlements  flourish 
fafteft  under  a  Government  leaning  to  the  Repub- 

'  -  *-Tl  '  :  J  '  "  *  '  *  T  ; 

“  lican  or  popular  Form,  yet*  in  Proportion  as  a 

cc  Country  grows  rich  and  populous,  more  Checks  3te 

wanted  to  the  Power  of  the  People.  ’  That  nice 

Regard  is  to  be  paid  to  all  the  Fluctuations  of 

«  Trade,  Property  and  other  Cafualties ,  and  the 

«  Cotiftitution  alter'd  and  adjufied  to  thefe  Circum- 

«  fiances.”  He  complains,  “  That  the  Peoples 

“  Power  here,  has  been  continually  increafing  with 

cc  their  Numbers,  and  Riches,  while  ihe  Power  of 

«  their  Governors,  far  from  keeping  Pace  with  theirs, 

tc  hath  rather  been  decreaftng  in  the  fame  Proportion.  , 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  Pofitions,  I  fhall  fhew  hereafter. 

That  this  Government,  in  its  firfl  Eftablifhment,  and 

under  our  prefent  Charters,  does  not  incline  more  to 

a  popular  than  monarchical  Form,  but,  confider’d  as  a 

Charter-Government,  far  diftant  from  the  Parental 

Eye  of  its  Mother-Country,  to  be  ruled  by  Perfonsno 

ways  connected  with  its  Intereft  and  Property,  is  as 

near  the  mix’d  Form,  as  Wifdom  and  Prudence  could 

direct.  It  was  founded  on  the  fame  Principles  of 

Liberty  and  lndufiry ,  and  is  a  lively  Refemblance  of 

its  Parent  ConfritHtion.  Its  Foundation  was  broad 

and  capacious ,  calculated  to  fupport  the  greased  ln~ 

creafe  of  People,  and  the  largefi  Augmentation  of 
J  o  Trade, 


t  1°  ] 

Trade,  fo  that  no  Alteration  can  be  made  in  it,  with¬ 
out  endangering  the  Ruin  of  its  Superftru&ure.  A 
Government  ere&ed  on  a  narrow  confined  Baits, 
dellitute  of  that  Libert)'  which  the  Freedom  of  Trade, 
and  Security  of  Property  require,  fuch  as  the  flavijb 
Principles  of  this  Pamphleteer  and  his  Patrons  would 
naturally  frame,  might  indeed  call  for  conftant 
P atchtng  and  Amendment ;  an  Alteration  both  in  its 

J  >  f  *  * 

Ejjence  and  Circumjlances ,  and  an  adjuftment  of  its 
Conftitution  to  the  Increafe  of  Inhabitants,  and 
Fluctuation  of  Commerce.  In  fnch  a  Government , 
Maxims,  like  thofe,  might  fafely  be  apply’d,  as  it 
would  without  them,  naturally  fall  into  Convuliions, 

<c  and  unlefs  it  were  able  to  purge  Itfelf  by  the 
“  Strength  of  its  Stamina. ,  from  thofe  narrow  and 
zc  oppreffive  Principles  upon  which  itwasfirft  found- 
<c  ed,  mud  linger  into  certain  Diflblutionf*  But  to 
Apply  them  to  the  Englijh  Conftitution^  or  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Peymfylvama  fo  much  like  it,  whole 
Founder  is  juftly  compared,  for  his  Wifdom  and 
Policy  in  its  ConftruCttion,  to  the  great  Lycurgm ,  f 
is  the  Height  of  Nonfenfe  and  Abfurdity  t  It  is 
fecuring  the  Building  by  taking  away  its  Foundation; 
prderving  the  Conftitution  by  ad  j  lifting  it  to  all  the 

Fluctuations  of  Trade,  Property  and  other  Cafualties 

and 
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and  inftead  of  eftablifhing  it  on  the  broad  capacious 
Rockj  on  which  it  now  lies,  his  ridiculous  Dottnne-, 
would  inculcate  theneceflity  of  fettling  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  by  expofing  it  to  a  perpetual  mutability ,  to  be 
blown  about  by  every  Wind,  and  tofs  d  by  every 
Wave,  that  its  Stamina  might  be  the  more  eafily 
changed,  its  Fundamentals  altered,  as  beft  (tuted  th^, 
ambitious  Purpofes  of  his  Majlers  l /ill. 


I  n 


But,  to  give  a  farther  Specimen  of  tnis  Autnors 
Juftice  and  Confoence,  let  us  fuppofe,  tho’  we  art 
far  from  admitting  it,  that  this  Government  in  its 
firft  Conftitution  under  our  prefent  Charters,  was 
inverted  with  certain  Privileges  which  inclined  it 
rather  to  a  popular  than  monarchic  Format  Thefe 
Privileges  were  granted  to  our  Fathers  and  Prede- 
ceflors,  under  a  Royal  Contrail,  and  a  Proprietary 
Charter.  They  were  the  foie  Confederation ,  which 
induced  them  to  furrender  up  the  Bleflings  of  their 
native  Country ,  and  go  into  a  Kind  of  Exile  in  a 
favagc  Wiidernefs  :  They  purchafed  them  as  an  In - 
heritance ,  which  they  expeded  would  be  perpetuated 
to  their  Pofeenty ;  and  therefore,  to  projed,  or  pro¬ 
mote  a  Scheme  to  deprive  fuch  Pofterity  of  thofe 
very  Privileges,  by  what  this  Author  calls  “  Checks 
m  to  the  Power  of  the  People,  as  foon  as  they  arrive 

B  2  at 
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at  a  Capacity  to  enjoy  them,  is  a  flagitious  attempt  to 
■violate  the  moll  folemn  Contract,  and  can  be  cal¬ 
culated  for  no  other  Purpofe  than  to  promote  the 

arbharJ  atld  de/potic  Schemes  of  Ambition  and 
Tyranny.  The  very  Publication  of  fuch  odious 

Dodrine,  in  a  Land  where  Juft  ice  and  Liberty  pre¬ 
vail,  may  perhaps  be  thought  an  egregious  Inftance 
of  our  Author’s  Folly  as  well  as  Effrontery,  but  when 
compared  with  that  grofs  Perverfion  of  Fads,  and 
thofe  notorious  Faljhoods  he  is  afterwards  guilty  ofj 
fis  perfect  Modefty  and  IViJdom. 

To  prove,  That  the  latter  of  this  Gentle¬ 
man’s  Pofitions,  viz..  That  the  Governor’s  Power 
has  been  decreasing,  while  the  Affembly’s  hath  been 
increafing  in  the  fame  Proportion,  is  as  deflitute  of 
1 Truth ,  as  the  Former  is  of  Juft  ice :  I  (hall  unfold 
all  thofe  Fads,  which  he  fo  carefully  avoids,  and 
give  a  fhort,  tho’  ingenuous  Account,  not  only  of 
the  Power  of  the  AfTembly,  but  alfo  of  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries  and  their  Deputies,  from  the  firfl  Settle¬ 
ment  ef  the  Province,  under  its  prefent  Charters, 
to  this  Time.  This  is  a  Proprietary  Government, 
claimed  and  held  by  Thomas  and  Richard  Penn,  by 
virtue  of  a  Grant  from  King  Charles  II.  to  their 
late  worthy  Father  William  Penn,  the  wife  Founder  of 

this 
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this  once  flourifhing  Conftitution*  By  Virtue  of 
tbis  Grant,  all  fuch  Powers^ were  given,  as  were  ne* 
Kceflary  to  enable  the  Grantee  to  fettle  a  Colony,  and 
invefl:  it  with  fuch  Laws  and  Liberties  as  would  make 
ibis  People  free  and  happy ,  and  render  it  capable  of 
fup porting  the  mod  extenjive  Tirade >  and  largefi  Inh¬ 
ere  afe  of  Property . 

*  *  ’  **  A  \ 

The  Quakers,  who  feem  to  be  the  principal  ObjeEts 
of  this  Pamphleteers  Spleen,  were  the  first,  who  at 
the  Hazard  of  their  Lives  and  Fortunes,  ventured  to 
engage  with  William  Penn,  to  undertake  at  that  Time, 
the  dangerous  Voyage  to  Pennfylvania,  and  to  fettle  it 
as  a  Colony.  Their  principal  motive  to  fo  hazardous 
an  Enterprize,  was  that  they  might  enjoy  the  free  Ex- 
ercife  of  their  Religion,  and  that  Liberty  of  Confidence, 
which  was  then  denied  them  in  their  native  Land, 

In  the  Year  1701,  William  Penn,  by  his  Charter 
of  Privileges,  t  did  Grant,  and  in  the  moft  Jolemn 
Manner  confirm,  to  all  fuch  of  the  Inhabitants  and 
Adventurers,  as  believed  in  one  God,  full  Freedom 
and  Liberty  of  Confidence.  And  further,  «  Thar  all 

Pprjons  who  profels  to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ, 

the 
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“  the  Saviour  of  the  World,  {ball  be  capable  (not, 
withftanding  their  other  Per/ualions  and  Practices 
in  Point  of  Confcience  and  Religion)  to  ferve  the 
«  Goz  eminent  in  any  Capacity,  both  Legiflatively,  and 
Executively ,  he  or  they  folemnly  promifing,  when 
“  lawfully  required,  Allegiance  to  the  King,  as  So- 

“  vereibn>  and  fidelity  to  the  Proprietary  and  Go- 
“  vernor,  and  taking  the  Attefts  now  eftabiiih'd  by 
the  Law  made  at  Nerv-Cafile,  in  the  Year  1 700.* 

Tho’  we  have  many  Inftances  of  the  Wifdom  of  this 
worthy  Proprietor,  yet  nonefo  effe<auaIlydemonftrates 
his  extenfive  Forefight  and  Prudence  as  this.  He 
plainly  furefaw  that  a  Government  founded  on  fuch 
miverfal  Principles  of  Liberty  and  Humanity,  would 
not  long  remain  unfettled,  and  unimproved.  The 
Fame  of  thefe  Privileges,  and  the  Lenity  of  the  then 
Adminiflration,  which  was  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Quakers,  gave  fuch  Encouragement  to  many  People 
of  other  Chriftian  Denominations,  that  they  flocked 
over  to  this  new  Country  of  Liberty  from  all  Parts  of 
Europe,  and  fettled  here.  By  which  means  this  Pro¬ 
vince  grew  very  populous,  and  advanced  its  Trade  and 
Riches  in  a  fhort  Time.  Such  has  been  the  Wifdom 
and  Prudence  of  thefe  People ,  fo  equitable  and  fat  is- 
fattory  their  Adminiflration ,  that  tho’  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  Province,  differing  from  them  in  Prin~ 

ciplcs 
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*?  pies  of  Religion,  are  as  Six  to  One,  they  have  been* 
for  the  mod  Parr,  continued  in  it,  ’till  their  late  Vo¬ 
luntary  Refignation.  And  with  what  Degree  of  Juflice 
this  was  done,  will  appear  from  that  State  of  Peace 
And  Tranquility  which  the  Inhabitants  have  ever  en¬ 
joyed  under  them .  They  have  ever  cultivated  a  good 
Underftanding  with  the  Natives,  and  treated  them 
with  fo  much  Humanity  and  Jufiice ,  that  this  Pro¬ 
vince  ever  fince  hsfirft  Settlement ,  till  of  late,  during 
the  Space  of  more  than  70  Tears ,  hath  been  preferv’d 
in  a  State  of  perfel Z  Peace,  while  feveral  of  the 
JBriti/h  Colonies  have  been  engaged  in  continual  Wars 
with  them,  had  their  Inhabitants  murder’d,  their 
Country  ravag’d,  and  their  People  carried  into  an 
irredeemable  Captivity.  ’Tis  true,  this  happy  State 
is  now  removed*  and  a  different  Scene  hath  pre-* 
fented  itfelf,  fince  Ottober  17$  J,  a  Scene  not  more 
different  than  melancholy  and  diftrefiing.  The  great 
Pains  and  j^.jfiduity  which  thefe  People  have  ever 
made  ufe  of  to  promote  and  propagate  Peace  and 
Friend/hip  with  the  Indians ,  not  having  been  fuf* 
ficient  to  counterbalance  the  many  Frauds ,  and  unjuft 
Measures  put  in  Practice  by  Proprietary  Agents,  to 
procure  the  mod  exorbitant  Trails  of  Land  for  a 
mere  Trifile .  Thefe  Things  the  Indians  have  fe~ 

verely  refented  \  and  thefe  are  not  the  lead  among 

the 
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the  true  Caufes  of  all  our  late  Calamities  and  mat. 
dersj  as  6ur  late  Treaties  with  them  demonftrase. 
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By  the  fame  Charter  of  Privileges,  «  The 

_  ^  c. 

bly  are  eledcd  annually,  have  Power  to  chufe  a 
Speaker,  and  other  Officers  ;  are  Judges  of  the 
Qualifications  and  Elections  of  their  own  Mem¬ 
bers  ;  fit  on  their  otvn  Adjournments  j  prepare 
“  Bills  for  Palling  into  Laws  ;  appoint  Committees  « 
impeach  Criminals  and  redrefs  Grievances  ■;  and 
“  Jlaye  all  other  the  Powers  and  Privileges  of  an 
Aifembly,  according  to  the  Rights  of  the  Free¬ 
born  Subjects  of  England ,  and  as  is  ufual  in  any 
of  the  Kings  Plantations  in  America.”  In  thefe 
Privileges,  the  Affimbly  are  further  eftablifted  by  ah 
Ad  palled  40.  Anne,  which  being  tranfmitted  to  the 
King  and  Council  for  the  Royal  Approbation,  re¬ 
ceived  at  that  Board  a  full  and  final  Confirmation. 
They  have  alfo  by  Law,  a  Power  of  chufing  and  no¬ 
minating  the  Provincial  Tfealurer  ;  the  Truftees  of 
the  Loan-Office ;  the  Colledor  of  the  Eicife  ;  the 
Brander  of  Flour,  Beef,  and  Pork;  and  the  Health- 
Officer.  The  three  firft  of  thefe  Officers,  are  in  the 
Nature  ofTruftees  for  the  People,  and  have  the  Man¬ 
agement  of  thofe  Funds  to  which  the  People  alone 
contribute,  and  oyer  which  their Reprafentatives  have 
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the  foie  Poorer.  It  cannot  therefore  be  otherwife 
juft,  that  they  fhould  have  the  Privilege  of  nominat¬ 
ing  fuch  as  they  conceive  would  ad  with  Honot  and 
Fidelity  in  thofe  Stations.  This  appeared  fo  r«afona- 
ble>  not  Only  to  the  Governors  when  thb  Bills  Wera 
prefented,  invefting  the  AfTembly  With  fuch  Powers* 
that  they  palled  without  Objection,  but  alfo  when 
they  were  tranfmittedto  the  Crown,  they  immediately 
received'  the  Royaf  Approbation.  As  none  of  thof® 
Offices,  fince  th  e  I  aft  Charter  have  been  filled  by  th« 
Governor’s  Nomination,  with  what  Propriety  does 
the  Pamphleteer  charge  the  AfTembly  with  having 
«  mrefted  them  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Governor.'* 
And  by  what  Law  of  the  Conftitution  was  the  Goi 
vernor  intitledto  the  Nomination  of  them  ?  A  Perfoit 
unacquainted  With  our  Authors  fophiftical  way  of 
Writing,  Would  imagine  that  the  AfTembly  had  alfo 
«  wrefted  from  the  Governor,  the  appointment  of 
“  moft  of  theJttpcUry  and  Executive  Officers,  wh© 
«  hold  the  mod  lucrative  Pofts  m  the  Govern- 
«  ment.-  +Had  this  been  the  Cafe,  they  had  certain^ 

,  hut  it  is  well  known,  that  the  Governor 

been  wrong  >  but  it  is  weu  Kn 

b  in  foil  Pofleffion  of  that  Prerogattvc;  and; .Ifo^hat 
Ac  Laws  .nvcftuig  *=*  '' 
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Jfeenudned  Power,  are,  approved  of,  by  the  King  anil 
Coiindi,  according  to  the  Directions  of  the  ,Royai 
Grant.  How  then  muft  he  be  artoniiVd  at  fo  dif- 
ingenumis  an  Intimation,  as  that  relating  to  the 
juftictary  Officers,  and  alfo  at  his  Confident,  in  char* 
gmg  as  a  Crime  upon  the  Alfembly,  the  Exercife  of 
that  Power,  which  was  finally  dtablhh’d,  by  his 
Afd/cJiJ  s  Royal  Approbation  ? 


Through  Ac  extreme  fcarcity  of  Gold  and  Silver 
la  tills .  Province,  the  Trade  and  Commerce  thereof 
was  much  obftnidled,  and  the  Payment  of  public 
Debts,  and  the  Support  of  Government  rendered 

*  *  .*  i.- 1  '  .  .  l  9  '  •  v  ’  •  •  >.* 

very  difficult  To  remove  thefe  Inconveniences^  the 

a  **/*  .  ,  *  '«  , 

Legil latixre  from  Time  to  Time,  as  they  found  ne- 
cefiary,  palled  Laws  for  ftriking  Bills  of  Credit*  and 

'  -  *  •  ■>  u  v »  .  i  i  ;  j.  '  *  j  f  ^  *  •  <  .  .  -  r 

emitting  them  on  Loan  at  Five  Pounds  per  Gem 
Intereih  This  Intcreft  Money  being  rais’d  out  of 
the  Labour  and  Induflry  of  the  People,  and  to  which 
the  Proprietaries  did  not  contribute,  tho'  they  re. 
ceived  uncommon  Benefit  therefrom,  in  the  Sale  of 
their  Lands,  it  wis  thought  but  juft,  that  the  Aflfem- 
biy  fhouldhave  the  Power  of  appropriating,  and  diT 

' 4  •’  ■  ♦  >  L  •  .  f  „  'v*  * 

poling  of  the  Funds  created  thereby'.  But  thefe 
Funds  at  6 i'll  not  being  Efficient  to  fuppotx  the 
Government,  and  defray  the  public  Debts,  fiundry 
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other  Laws  were  palled*  from  Time  to  Time*  foe 

laying  an  Excife  on  Rum*  Wine*  Brandy*  and  other 
ftrong  Liquors.  Thefe  Duties  alfo  being  paid  by 
the  People*  and  the  Monies  atifing  thereby  intended 
for  the  Support  of  Government*  the  Affembly  were* 
in  like  Manner*  inverted  with  the  Power  of  difr 
pofing  thereof  '•  * 

*  S  t  -  .  *<• 
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Such  are  the  Powers  and  Privileges  which  the 
Aliembly  legally  claim  ;  and  fuch  the  Pamphleteer  is 
pleafed  to  call  “  repugnant — mreftraind-~V6vfeis  that 
^  render  the  Governor  and  all  the  Officers  of  the 

Province  dependent  on  them."  For  now*  fays  he, 
a  They  either  vote,  orwithold  the  Salaries  of  all  the 
u  Governors,  and  other  Officers*  as  they  either  are, 
u  or  are  not  the  Creatures  of  the  Aifembly.”  By 
this  he  would  infinuate  that  the  Governors  of  this 
Province,  have  a  fiated  Salary ,  which  they  may  of 
Right  demand *  and  that  the  djfcmbly  having  a  Power 
to  difpofe  of  the  Public  Money*  wrongfully  detain  it 
from  them.  But  fo groundless  is  this  Infinuation ,  that 
whatever  Sums  are  voted  by  them  for  the  Governor,  are 
merely  a  Benevolence ,  and  what  he  has  no  Right  to  de¬ 
mand,  either  by  Law  or  Cuftom.  For  it  has  been  the 
continued  Practice  of  our  AiTemblies,  to  proportion 
their  Gifts  to  the  Service  done  the  Public *  and  they 

C  2  have 
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liavc  never  been  fixed  either  as  to  Time  or  Quantity. 
With  what  Juftice  then,  can  he  accufe  the  Affembly 
of  r&itholding  from  the  Governor ,  that*  to  which  he 
has  m  Right ;  and  which  has  ever  been  deemed  a 
Gratuity  t  Or  with  what  Propriety  can  he  term  it  a 
M*rj  *  Further,  he  would  have  it  underftopd,  that 
the  sjjfembly  have  made  it  a  common  PraElice,  to 
yvithald  the  Salaries  of  Officers,  who  are  not  in  their 
Intereft.  The  Gentleman  fhould  have  given  fome 
Examples,  of  ftich  ra  Conducfl ;  I  know  of  none, 
jfeve  tne  Salary  of  ’the  Kings  .Attorney,  which  was 
done,  on  paffing  a  Law  to  increafe  his  Fees,  and  which 
made  his  Income  by  the  Fees  only,  equal  to  what  it 
had  ever  been  before,  with  the  Fees  and  Salary  to¬ 
gether,  Thus  do  thefe  Infinuations  vanifh,  and  turn 
©at  no  more  than  groundlefs  A/Tertion. 


I  come  next  to  take  a  View  of  the  Toners  which 
the  Proprietaries  and  their  Deputies  affiume  to  them- 
felves,  and  enquire  how  far  they  are  agreeable  to* 
the  Englijh  Confiitution  ;  how  far  conjrftent  with  the 
Liberties  of  a  free  People ,  and  the  Royal  and  Pro¬ 
prietary  Charters,  and  whether  the  Poroers  and  Pri- 
(  •  *  -  *  f  * 

vtleges  in  the  Hands  of  the  Affiembly ,  are  mort 
than  neceffiary  to  counterbalance  them. 
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This  being  a  Proprietary  Government,  th t  Governor 
is  nominated  by  the  Proprietaries ,  and  approved  by  the 
Crown  \  holds  his  Commiffion  during  their  Pleafure \ 
and  from  them  receives  private  InflruEhons  refpefting 
Matters  of  Government :  He  gives  Security  in  the 
Penal  Sum  of  Five  Thoufand  Pounds  Sterlings  drift- 
ly  to  obey  zndpurjue,  not  only  fuch  Inftruftions  as  are 
delivered  with  his  Commiffion,  but  all  fuch  other ,  as 
{hall  be  tranfmitted  to  him  during  his  A  dmmifi  ration. 
And  fo  (acred  are  they,  that  our  late  Governors  have 
refufed  to  make  them  Public ,  or  lay  them  before  the 
AJfembly.  During  their  Refidence  here,  the  Gover¬ 
nors  receive  certain  Perquifites,  edablifhed  by  fun- 
4ry  perpetual  Laws  for  their  Support,  fiom  the  Fines, 
Forfeitures,  Tavern-Licences,  #c.  which,  commu- 
nibus  Annis ,  amount  to  Troo  Thoufand  Pounds. 

s'  ’  * 

It  is  a  known  Maxim  in  Politics,  that  in  Framing 
any  Plan  of  Government,  nothing  conduces  more  to 
its  Profperity  and  Duration,  than  fo  to  conditute  it, 
as  to  make  the  private  Intereft  of  the  Ruler, 
co-operate  with,  and  fubfervient  to  the  Public  Good, 
Such  political  Connexion,  and  mutual  Dependency, 
may  render  even  the  avaritious,  or  the  ambitious 
Man,  a  Man  of  public  Spirit.  On  the  contrary,  if 
ihe  private  Intereft  of  a  Ruler,  coincides  and  co-operates 
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*m  mth  the  public  Utility ,  the  natural  Conference 
ts  I>if content,  and  Fattioncm  the  Pan  of  the  Governed, 
and  Qpprejfton  and  Tyranny  on  the  Part  of  the  Gs- 
ve/tiar„  An  Inffcance  of  the  Former,  is  the  Britifi 
Confutation,  where  his  Majelty’s  private  Imereft  and 
Welfare  are  infeparably  connc&ed  with,  and  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  Profperity  of  his  People.  An  Example 
of  the  latter,  was  the  embroil'd  unhappy  State  of  this 
Fro vmce,  when  the  Pamphlets  under  Confideration 
were  firft  ufber’d  into  the  World.  And,  indeed,  fb 
far  is  the  Intereft  of  our  Governors  from  bein"  can- 
netted  with  that  of  the  People,  that  it  is  abfolutely 
dependent  on  the  Good-  Will  and  P  leaf  are  of  certain 
Individuals ,  whofe  Intetelf,  and  that  of  the  Public, 
have  always,  to  the  infinite  Detriment  of  both,  been 
held  incompatible.  So  far  are  they  from  being  ob, 
liged  to  preferve  the  Right  and  Liberties  of  the  Sub¬ 
orn  Gracious  Sovereign  by  his  Coronation 
Oath  binds  himfclf  to  do,  that  on  the  contrary,  they 
lay  themfelves  under  a  confiderable  Penalty  to  adhere 
to  and  obey  private  Proprietary  Inflruttions,  tho’  ever 
fo  derogatory  to  the  Kings  Inflruttions,  or  inconfiflent 
with  the  Liberties  of  a  free  People .  They  hold  their 
Offices  at  rhe  Will  of  the  Proprietaries ;  to  difobey 
then  Directions,  isa  Forfeiture  of  their  GomrniJJIons  \ 
2nd  therefore  fuch  Inflr unions  as  will  not  bear  the 
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LigKt,  fuch  is  tend  to  impede  die  palling  falutirf 
haws,  and  inch  as  obftrndi  the  p  ublic  Means,  which 
lliould  be  entered  into  for  the  Defence  and  Security 
of  the  Province,  purfmnt  to  the  Royal  Orders*  have 
been,  fill  of  late,  very  carefully  concealed*  Thefe 
Gentlemen  are  moftly  Foreigners ,  and  coBiequenrfy 
Strangers  to  the  Confutation  >  its  Wants,  and  N.eoei- 

ficics,  its  true  fnterefts  and  Di  fad  vantages.  In  Chart* 

*  , .  -■ 

tis  Folly  ^t-o  expc&,  that  Governors*  ■whofe  Interefiu 
totally  dijli.nil from  that  of  the  People 9  and  who  £crs~ 
pie  not  ‘to  accept  of  InflruBions ,to  abridge  .them  of 
their  Liberties*  can  entertain  a  Thought  of  making 
them  Happy  \  fo  far  from  it,  that  indigence*  Avarice^ 
or  Ambition  is  ufual  1  y  their  Motive  for  accepting  the 
Government,  and  their  principal  Dejign  to  make  a 
Fortune,  What  mi  oh t  not  Governors  under  the  in- 

-  ’  i.  zs 

Sue  nee  of  fach  ungenerous  Motives  be  prevaifd 
t©  attempt  3  Could  the  Liberties  of  a  Peopl  ,e  be  fafciy 
repoled  in  fuch  Hands  \  Would  an  Englifb  Parliament 
truft  them  in  fuch  3  Or  would  Jt  not  be  the  faeigfet 

*  m  *  *  t  ^ 

of  political  Madnefs  in  ,  our  Aflcjmbllesy  to  -commit 
the  abfaiuce  Dilpofition  of  our  public.  Funds,  m 
Men*  on  whole  A&kms  they  have  n.a  Check,  *m 
C®iatroii  «  .  ■’  v*  ; 

♦  *  v<r  ^  >  i  '«%.*.  vV 

That  th,c:fe  p. finals  SafiruSiom  relative  to  Ma.tre.ts 
if  ’dwerwneatt  and  the  faffing  of  Laws,  dnefis 


[  H  1 


«•  /  !  '  J  *■  /  •  x  _  •■'i 

Checks  on  the  Proprietaries  Deputy,  arc  inconjtjtehi 
with  the  Royal  Grants  *  wicked  Infra&ion  thereof, 
and  e/Ientially  fubverftveof  our prefent Conftitution, 


will  evidently  appear  from  the  lead  Confideration  of 
the  Grant  itfelf,  which  has  ever  been  deemed  the 
Balls  of  our  legiflative  Authority;  One  Claufe  of 
which  I  here  infert,  as  it  fufficiently  pr6ves  and  il- 


Iuftrates  this  AlTertion.  tcc  Know  ye,  that  we,  for  us, 
iC  our  Heirs,  and  SuccelTors,  do  grant  free,  full;  and 
abfolute  Power,  (by  Viitue  of  thefe  Prefents)  to 
u  him  ( W Hit  am  Penn )  and  his  Heirs;  to  hi!  and 
w  their  Deputies  and  Lieutenants ,  for  the  good  and 
<l  happy  Government  of  the  faid  Country,  to  ordain, 
a  make,  and  enadl,  and  under  his  and  their  Seals  to 
publifh  any  Laws  whatfoever,  for  the  raifihg  of 
<r  Moneys  for  public  tJfes  of  the  faid  Province,-  or 

*  unco  the  private  Utility  of  particular  Perfons,  ac - 
cording  to  their  beft  Difcretion ,  by  and  rvith  the  Ad - 

<c  vice ,  Confent ,  and  Approbation  of  the  Freemen  of 
A  the  faid  Country  or  the  greater  Part  of  them,  or 
u  of  their  Delegates  of  Deputies whom  for  ena&ing 

*  the  laid  LaWs,  when  and  as  often  as  need  (hall  re- 
**  quire,  we  Will  that  the  faid  Willi**#  Penn  (hall 

*  afremble,*' 


From 


t  Ctap.  Si  GiABt  lit*. 


I 


[  as  1 

From  this  Claufe  of  the  Royal  Charter,  futidry 

;r:  *  i  t 

Things  naturally  occur  worthy  our  Attention. 

Fir  ft.  *  That  by  the  Words  thereof,  the  Deputies 
and  Lieutenants  of  William  Penn ,  and  his  Heirs, 
were  to  concur  with  the  People ,  in  framing  Laws,  cc  ac- 

,  ,  Q  _  *  %  ^  f  ? 

«!  cording  to  their  befl  DifcretionP  Any  Inftruclions 
therefore?  which1  have  a  tendency  to  tal^e  arvay  or 
abridge  this  Power  of  exercifing  their  Dijcretion ,  in 
Matters  of  Government,"  are  contrary,  not  only  to 
the  Defign,  but  the  exprefs  Words  of  the  Royal 
Grant,  and  a  dired  Infradion  thereof, 


Secondly  a  This  Charter  was  not  only  made  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Penn ,  and  his  Heirs,  and  his  or  their  Deputies, 
invelHng  him  and  them  with  Powers  and  Privileges, 
but  from  the  Inftant  it  Was  executed,  the  People  of 
this  Province  became  interejled  therein,  and  a  Party 

thereto.  The  Powers  of  Legiflation  being  granted  to 

? 

WMiam  Penn  and  his  Heirs,  to  his  or  their  Deputies 

and  Lieutenants,  “  by  and  rcith  the  Advice,  Ajfent, 

“  and  Approbation  o  f  the  Freemen  of  this  Country,  or 

“  of  their  Delegates  or  Deputies.”  From  hence  it 

manifeft,;  that  the  People  and  their  Keprefentatives,  by 

t.  Virtue 


*  Chatter  z*  Grant  i6$o» 


Vmuc  oJ‘ tim  Royal  Favor,  had  an  original  Right 
Legislation,  inherent  in  them,  and;  fuch  as  the*  Pro¬ 
prietaries  cannot  dive  ft  them  of,  or  in  the  lea  Pt  abridge, 
without  trampling  on  the  [acred.  Contrail  of  his  Ma- 

jefty’s  Royal  PredecelTor. 

'  *  *  • 

«  *  .  k  **v. 

Thirdly.  The  People  as  well  as  the  Proprietaries 
l'lavc  a  P°v/er  of  appointing  and  electing  Deputies  of 
Delegates,  toiepiefent  them  in  Legislature.  In  which 
Calc,  the  Law  is  incontedably  fettled,  f  that  fuch  De¬ 
puties  fhall  have  the  whole  Power  of  their  Principals  • 
and  fo  eflentialiy  annex’d  is  this  to  the  Office,  and 
Outy  of  Deputies,  that  they  cannot  be  cbnftituted  to 
do  a  fingie  Act,  01  -.to  execute  the  Office  of  their 
Conftituents  in  Part  only .  Nor  can  their  Power  be 
diminijhed  by  any  Covenant  or  Bond,  uiven  to  their 
Principals.  :  Fbi  fhould  they  covenant,  not  to  do  any 
paiticular  Aft  which  their  Condiments  might  do3* 
luch  Covenant  is  repugnant ,  and  void  in  Law ,  to  all 
Intents  and  Purpofes.  Of  this  Opinion  were  William 
Penn  the  Younger,' Son  and  Heir  of  the.  fir’d  Pro* 
piictaiy,  and  the  learned  Judge  MompeJJ'on,  together 
with  the  red  of  the  Council  on  the  following  Claufe, 
ifl  Governor  Evans s  Commiffion,  viz.  “  Saving 

always 

V  1  Salk:  Parker  vzr.Kett, 


V 

C  27  ]  ' 

^  always  ro  ms  and  my  Heirs  *  our  final  Ajfent  to 
all  inch  Bills  as  thou  fhalt  pafs  into  Laws  in  the 
“  Laid  Government;’  In  anfwer  to  a  Mefe 

O 

frpm  the  Aftemply,  cc  requefting  the  Council  to  give 
<c  their  Opinion  in  Writing  under  their  Hands,  con- 
Ci  cerning  the  Saving  or  Exception  in  the  Proprietary 
William  Penns  Commijfion ,  to  the  prefent  Lieu- 
u  tenant  Governor ,  to  wit,  whether  the  laid  Saving 
cc  is  void  of  itfelf,  and  does  not  vacate  the  reft  of 
cc  the  faid  Commiffion,  and  render  it  invalid  ?  And 

t 

«  , 

V  whether  thole  Bills  which  the  prefent  Lieutenant 
cc  Governor  fhall  think  fit  to  pals  into  Laws,  and 
fc  caufe  the  Proprietary  Great-feal  to  be  affixed  there- 
tc  \mto,  can  afterwards  be  vacated  or  annull’d  by  the 
cc  faid  Proprietary,  without  the  AfTent  of  the  AfTetn- 
Cc  bly  of  this  Province  ? 

“  We  of  the  Council,  whofe  Names  are  hereunto 
cc  Subfcribed,  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  faid  Saving 
<c  is  void  in  itfelf. \  and  does  not  vacate  the  reft  of 
“  the  Commijfion ,  nor  render  it  invalid  :  And  that 
u  thofe  Bills  which  the  prelent  Lieutenant  Governor 
u  fhall  think  fit  to  pafs  into  Lavos^  and  caule  the  faid 
cc  Proprietary’s  Great-feal  to  be  affix’d  thereunto,  can- 
not  afterwards  be  vacated  or  annulled  bv  the  Pro - 

D  2  prietary , 

*  Votes  February  nth.  j 724-5. 
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*  friary,  without  the  stjjent  of  the  JJfembly  of 
■“  this  Province. 

William  Pfnn,  jun.  ~j  “  William  Clark, 

“  Roger  Mompesson,  (  <c  Griffith  Owen, 

Edward  Shjppen,  f  ‘c  Richard  Hill, 

“  John  Guest,  J  “  James  Logan. 

i 

h  Point  is  alfo  confirmed  by  the  prefenr  Pro¬ 
prietaries  Mother  and  Predeceffor  Hannah  Penn ,  in 
her  Letrer  of  InftrudHons  to  Sir  William  Keith 9 
dated  the  2Cth.  of  May,  1724.  Wherein  fhe  can¬ 
didly  acknowledges,  tC  that  the  Powers  of  Legislature 
are  lodged  folely  in  the  Governor  and  si '(jemhly^ 
without  fo  much  as  a  Negative  veierved  to  the  Pro- 

,  .  .  -  6  *  -  •  ■  >  C  .  .  ' 

prietary ,  if  abfent.” 

/  *  •  ,  t 

Fourthly .  Under  this  Royal  Grant,  the  People 
having  a  Power  to  delegate  their  Authority  in  Legifla- 
tion,  granted  to  them  in  a sjull  and  exprefs  Terms  as 
to  the  Proprietary,  no  good  Reafon  can  be  offer’d 
why  they  have  not  as  much  right  to  abridge  and  re¬ 
train  the  Power  of  their  Representatives?  as  the  Fro- 
primaries  have  that  of  their  Deputies *  In  either  of 

/  V  *  , 

which 

f  Vptcs.  February  6tbd  1 7^4. 


\ 

V 
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which  Cafes,  there  is  fuchan  evident  Abfurdity,  that  v 
it  is  difficult  to  determine,  whether  it  be  more  re¬ 
pugnant,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  Nature  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  Exigencies  thereof,  to  fubjed  the  Af. 
fembly  to  the  dire&ions  of  a  fickle^  and  confufcd 
Multitude ,  or  a  Governor  to  the  private  lnftruthions 
of  a  Perfon  Three  Thoufand  Miles  diftant  from  the 
Country,  and  confequently  a  Stranger  to  its  imme¬ 
diate  Wants  and  Neceffities. 

i  ,  ^  '  . 

y  • 

Fifthly.  In  Purfuance  of  this  Royal  Grant, 
William  Penn ,  by  the  Charter  of  Privileges  above- 
mentioned,  granted  unto  the  People  and  their  Repre- 
[entatives ,  the  foie  Powers  of  Legiflation,  in  Conjunction 
with  the  Governor  for  the  Time  being.  u  *  And 
ic  alfo,  that  no  Law  or  Ordinance  whatfoever, 
a  {ball  at  any  Time  thereafter,  he  made  or  done,  to 
u  alter ,  change  or  dimimfh  the  Form  and  Effehl  of 
;c  this  Char  ter ,  or  of  any  Part  or  Claufe  therein, 
cc  without  the  Conjent  of  the  Governor  for  the  Time 
being,  and  Six  Parts  of  Seven  of  the  Affembly 
<c  met.  And  further,  that  neither  he ,  nor  his  Heirs 
ic  or  AjJigns,  (hall  procure  or  do  any  Thing  or  Things, 
whereby  the  Liberties  in  this  Charter  contained  and 

fc  exprefied, 


t  ?y 


' 

/  W,  y" 


*  Charter  syop* 
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exprelfed,  fliall  be  infringed ,  or  broken.  And  if 

a”y  nin&  hc  P'ocured,  or  done ,  by  any  Perfon  or 
“  Perfons,  contrary  to  thefe  Prefents,  it  dial  I  be  held 

“  of  ”°  Furce  ant}  This  being  the  exprefs 

Covenant  of  William  Penn  with  the  People ,  is  it 

not  a  Piece  of  the  mo  ft  arbitrary  and  unparalleled 
Li) u.ft ice  in  his  Children  and  SuccelTors,  to  attempt, 
without  the  People’s  Confent  in  a  formal  A<ft  of  legi- 

llattire,  to  controul  or  abridge  the  Powers  znd  Privi¬ 
leges  fo  granted  by  their  worthy  Progenitor ;  and  by 

their  private  InftruUions ,  innovate  the  Conftitudon 
at  their  Pleafure  > 

t  4  ^  *  V  V 

From  what  has  been  laid,  it  appears  plain,  that  Pro¬ 
prietary  lnfiruchons ,  contrary  to  the  Royal  and  Pro¬ 
prietary  Charters ,  and  not  warranted  by  the  Laws  of 
England,  are  a  flagrant  P idation  of  th e  Royal  ContraEl 
with  William  Penn  and  the  People ;  contrary  to  the 
exprefs  Covenant  contained  in  the  Proprietary  Charter ; 
inconfiftent  with  the  Nature  of  Powers,  which  the  Law 
has  been  careful  to  keep  entire,  as  the  only  Means  to 

preferve  good  Order  in  Governments  eftablifhed  un¬ 
der  the  Enghflo  Ccnfiitution,  where  no  fetch  Abfurdity 
and  Inconvcnicncy  was  ever  allowed  of,  as  to  uivetho 
Perfons  reprefeented,  a  Power  to  controul  their  Reprefeen_ 
tatives.  And  I  appeal  to  every  Briton,  and  Jovcr  of 

Liberty* 


I 


•  V 


.< 

[ 


f 

31 


] 


Liberty,  whether  they  can  form  to  themfelves,  ideas 
of  a  People  in  greater  Diftrefs,  or  of  any  Thing 
more  Deftrudive  to  true  Liberty,  or  indeed  to  the 
Exiftcnce  of  Society  itfelf,  than  that  when  a  Iegifla- 
tive  Body  (hall  have  framed  Bills  abfolutely  neceflary 
for  the  Promotion  and  Advancement  of  Commerce; 
for  the  Defence  and  Prefervation  of  the  Country,, 
and  to  repel  from  its  Borders,  moft  favage,  blood- 
thinly,  butchering  Enemies  ;  Bills  to  enable  us  as  a 
Colony,  to  comply  with  his  Majeftys  gracious  Orders, 
for  the  Protection  of  America,  it  fhoiild  be  in  the’ 
Power  oi:  troo  private  Individuals ,  either  thro’  Ca¬ 
price,  Intereft,  or  Ambition,  by  nnconjlitutional  bt- 
Jtrulhons ,  to  interrupt  and  defeat  Measures  judged  fo 
indifpenfably  neceffary  for  the  Good  and  Security  of 
the  public.  And  yet  of  late,  fuch  was  our  diltrefsful 
Situation ;  of  which,  evident  Proof  fhall  be  given 

,  r  .  O 

hereafter,  that  altho3  thefe,  and  many  more  Bills  of 
the  like  Nature,  have  been  offered  to  our  Governors 
by  the  Affembly,  fo  abridged,  and  refrained  hath  been 
their  Poroer ,  by  thefe  Proprietary  Infractions ,  that  not 
one  hath  been  allented  to  by  them,  or  enabled  into  a 
Laro.  And  to  fcreen  their  Authors  from  public  odiumy 

r-S  ,  ,  •  '  * 

they  have,  till  of  late,  been  induftrioufly  concealed  from 

the  View,  both  of  the  AfTembly  and  People. 

r  j  ■  -  •  •; 

v . .  t  "  1 

It 
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It  is  the  conftant  Practice  of  his  Maj eftys  Ame¬ 
rican  Governors,  immediately  upon  their  arrival,  to' 
Record  all  Royal  Inftrutions,  in  the  public  Rolls 
Offices,  that  the  Alfemblies  may  have  free  Accefs  to 
them,  and  thereby  be  directed  in  the  framing  of 
laws  :  And  if  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  con¬ 
ceive  them  unjuft,  or  incOnfiftent  with  the  Liberties 
of  the  SabjecSL^  it  hath  ever  been  their  iindifputed 
Right,  to  examine  into  their  Legality,  and  Validity 
to  proteft  againft  them,  and  to  refufe  Supplies,  till 
the  Grievances  refusing  therefromy  have  been  pre- 

!  *  '  (  ?  •  ..4*  . 

vioufty  redreffed.  But  our  Proprietaries  Fnftruitlons, 
if  their  Wills  lmift  become  a  Law,  are,  it  feems,  of 

a  more  [acred  Stamp,  they  will  give  Inftrutions  to 

\ r  *  ^ 

their  Governors,  whereby  the  Rights  and  Privileges 
of  the  Subject:  may  be  taken  from  them ,  and  yet  hide 
them ,  with  Care,  from  the  View  of  the  People  and 
their  Reprefentatives,  left  they  fhouid  remonftrate 
againft  them,  and  fhew  how  oppteffive  they  ate,  and 
how  obflruflive  to  his  Majeftys  Royal  AOrders7  for  the 
Protection  of  his  Subjects,, 


It  would  be  well  if  this  were  the  only  Inftance  where¬ 
in  the  Proprietaries  and  their  Deputies  had  alfumed 
to  themfelves  unconflittitionalTowziSy  greater  than 
his  Majefty  ever  exercifed  or  claimed. 


By 
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By  another  Claufe  in  the  fame  Royal  Charter ,  they 
are  inverted  with  a  Power  of  tC  doi  «g  all,  and  every 
cc  Thing,  which  unto  the  compleat  Eftablifhment  of  i 
Cc  Juftice;  unto  Courts  and  Tribunals,  Forms  of  Ju« 

p 

“  dicature,  and  Manner  of  Proceedings  does  be- 
tc  long/  &c.  It  was  undoubtedly  the  Defign  of 
this  Royal  Favor,  to  invert  the  Proprietaries,  with  a 
Power  of  granting  Commirtlons  to  fuch  as  fhould 
prelide  in  the  Seats  of  Juftice,  and  other  Offices, 
in  the  fame  Manner  only,  that  his  Majefty  commif- 
fidnates  his  Officers  in  England that  is,  according 
to  the  Laws,  and  Cuftoms  of  that  Kingdom,  and 
that  William  Penn ,  underftood  the  Royal  Grant,  in 
this  Manner ,  appears  manifeft  from  his  Covenant 
with  the  People,  in  the  Frame  of  Government,  viz. 
u  he  would  nominate,  and  appoint  fuch 

c‘  Perfons  for  Judges,  Treafurers,  Mahers  of  the 
«  Rolls,  Sheriffs,  Jufiices,  &c.  as  were  mod  fitly 
«<  qualified  for  thofe  Employments ;  to  whom  he 
«  would  make,  and  grant  Commiffions,  for  the  faid 
“  Offices  refpedively,  to  hold  them  for  (o  long 
'Time,  a*  every  fuch  Perfon  fhould  well  behave  him— 
“  fell,  in  the  Office,  or  Place,  him  refpedively 
“  granted,  and  no  longer."  Buc  this  Plan,  tho  ex¬ 
ecuted  by  their  worthy  Predecejfor  for  many  Years, 
has,  of  late,  been  thought  too  full  of  Liberty,  by 
©ur  prefent  Proprietaries.  It  did  not  lender  the  Peo- 

E  ■  PIe’s 
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{)ic  s  Properties  fufficiently  precarious,  nor  fubjedl  them 
to  the  ab/oltne  Difpojal  of  their  Superiors.  And 
therefore,  in  delpire  of  this  Royal  Grant,  and  the 
Conti a,t  of  then  Predeceflor,  and  in  contempt  of 
the  Laws,  Ufages  and  Cuftom's,  of  our  Mother 
Conftmition,  all  our  Officers  of  juftice,  from  the 
Go  vernor,  down  to  an  inferior  Juftice  of  Peace,  hold 
their  Com  millions  during  the  Proprietaries  Pleafure  > 
wheieas,  in  England,  molt  of  thefe  Offices  are 
granted,  ejaam  aiufe  bene gejfennt,  viz.  during  good 
Behaviour.  *  1  he  King  fubmits  his  private  Right,  and 
Interefl,  nay,  even  his  Prerogative,  to  be  determined 
by  Men,  under  no  thee  kg  judges  who  have  Free¬ 
holds  in  their  Offices,  and  who  can  have  no  Motive  • 
againfl  their  Duty  ;  and  that  becatrfe  he  will  do  his 
Subjeds  no  //  rang.  But  in  this  unhappy  Colonv, 
where  Proprietary  Power  and  Property  prevail,  the 
Proprietaries  and  their  Deputies,  have  taken  Care  fo 
to  conftitute  every  Court  of  Juft  ice,  that  in  Cafe  their 
inter efi  fhouid  clajk  with  riie  Peoples  Rights ,  or  they 
ffiould  be  inclinable  to  fupport  and  countenance  a  Fa¬ 
vorite,  they  may  have  the  Determination  of  the  Mat- 

ter, 

*  By  the  Adi  of  Settlement,  all  the  Judges  of  the  King's 
Pencil,  and  common  Pleas,  are  to  be  granted,  during  good 
Behaviour  t  nor  can  they  be  removed  by  the  Crown,'  without 
a  legal  Inal,  but  upon  the  Re monfhance,  or  Petition  ot  the 
Houle  ot  Commons,  in  which  Gale,  they  are  removable 
Without  any  otlisi  Examination,  but  what  is  made  by  that  Houle, 


tcr?  as  it  were,  in  their  own  Hands.  It  is  a  Maxim  i n 
the  Enghfh  Confutation,  that  no  one  ought  to  be  Jud^e 
in  his  own  Caufe ,  *  nemo  debet  effe  Judex  in  propria 
Caufa  \  and  the  Mayor  of  Hereford ,  was  laid  by  the 

"  i 

Heels,  for  fitting  in  Judgment  in  his  own  Caufe, 
tho’  by  Charter  he  was  the  foie  Judge  of  the  Court. 
Yet  mod  of  our  Difputes,  betwixt  us  and  our  Pr&r 
frietqrieS)  concerning  Land,  and  among  ourfelves  in 
the  firfh  Inftance,  are  determined  before  the  Governor, 
their  Commiflioner  of  Property,  who  holds  this  Office 
during  their  Pleafure:  How  far  the  Eirablifhment  ©f 
this  Seat  of  Juftice,  can  be  reconciled  with  the  Laws 
of  England^  and  the  fixth  Claufe  of  the  Proprietary 
Charter,  in  which  it  is  exprefly  covenanted,  cc  that, 
“  no  Perfon  or  Perfons,  fhall,  or  may,  at  any  Time, 
u  thereafter,  be  obliged  to  anfwer  any  Complaint, 
Matter,  or  Thing  whatfoever,  relating  to  Property , 
<c  before  the  Governor  and  Council ,  or  in  any  other 
45  Place,  but  in  ordinary  Courfe  of  Juflicef  1  leave 
the  candid  and  impartial  to  determine.  For 
my  own  Part,  I  can  iee  little  difference,  between  a 
Perfon  fitting  Judge  in  his  own  Caufe ,  and  one  who 
has  Power  to  remove  the  Judge  at  Pleafure ,  of 
giving  him  private  InftrudHons  to  direff  his  Condu6I? 
and  which  he  is  bound,  under  a  confiderable  Penalty, 

E  2  ftrifUy 


iiri&Iy  to  purftie  and  obey.  Thus  it  is,  that  our 
Proptietancs,  and, their  Deputies,  do  every  Things 
which  unto  a  com  pleat  Eftablifhment  of  Juftice  be. 
longs  5  oi,  to  fpeak  without  Irony,  thus  it  is  they 
check  the  Springs  of  Juftice,  and  fap  its  very  Foun¬ 
dations.  lieu  mifera  Servitus  ubi  jus  efl  vagum  aut 
incogmtuml  Plow  miferably  enflaved ,  mufl  that  Coun¬ 
try  be ,  where  the  Laws  are  neither  Jettled>  nor  known  l 

But,  not  contented  with  thefe  extraordinary  In- 
vafions  of  the  Subject  Rights,  with  this  abfolute 
Power  of  difpofing  of  their  Properties,  our  two  Iaft 
Governors,  and  their  Pamphleteer,  are  for  enlarging 
them.  They  have  attempted  to  deprive  the  AfTem- 
bly  of  thofe  Privileges  known  to  be  the  undoubted 
Right  of  the  Woufeof  Commons,  and  confequently 
the  Right  of  the  sl'Jemblj  of  Pennjylvania ,  who,  by 
the  foicmentioned  Claufc  of  the  Proprietary  Charter? 
ate  inverted  with  all  the  Powers  and  Privileges  of 
an  Aflembly,  according  to  the  Rights  of  the  Free„ 
bom  Subjects  of  England ?  They  have  new  mo¬ 

del  d,  altered,  and  amended  Money-Bills^  which 
have  palled  the  Houfcof  AfTembly,  for  the  granting  * 
Supplies,  in  purfuance  of  liis  Majeftys  Orders.  This 
tliey  have  done  to  reduce  them  to  their  private  In- 
flrudlions,  and  thereby  prevent  a  Forfeiture  of  their 

Bonds : 
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Having  thus  given  a  true  State,  of  the  Powers 

1  (  * 

and  Pretenfions,  whether  Fundamental,  and  Legally 
obtained,  or  unjultly  and  arbitrarily  affumed,  of  our 
Proprietaries,  and  their  Deputies  ;  and  alfo  of  the 
Powers,  and  Privileges  of  the  AUembly  of  this  Pro¬ 
vince  ;  and  evidently  proved,  that  the  latter,  have 
no  other  Rights,  than  what  were  pur  chafed^  by  their 
P red ece dors,  at  the  Rifque  of  their  Lives  and  For¬ 
tunes,  or  granted  them  by  reafonable  Laws,  con. 
lirmed  by  Approbation  of  their  gracious  Sovereign  . 
And  on  the  other  Hand,  that  the  Proprietaries  have* 

t 

in  the  mo  ft  oppreffive  Manner,  ufurped  the  Powers 
given  by  the  Royal  Grant,  and  the  Proprietary  Char¬ 
ter,  to  the  People  of  this  Province  ;  P  owers,  which 
it  would  be  neither  prudent,  norfafe,  in  a  mixed 
Form  of  Government,  to  trull  in  the  Hands  of  any 

•  •  1  >  i  •  < 

*  private  Subject* 

*  v 

»  »  ••‘i  ^  i  i  *  v  ,  i  t  i 

I  next  proceed,  to  confider  the  grols,  and  wilfuj 
Milreprcfentations,  contained  in  the  Brief  State  and 

Sequel. 


r1  1  *i 


r 


*  Very  great  Riches,  fays  a  late  Writer,  in  private  Men,  are 
always  Dangerous  to  States,  becaulc  they  create  greater  De¬ 
pendence,  than  can  be  confident  with  the  fecurity  of  any  Sort 
of  Government  whatfoever :  They  Place  Subjects  upon  too  near 
a  Level  with  their  Sovereigns,  deftroy  among  the  Com¬ 
mons,  thatBallancc  of  Property  and  Power,  which  is  necejfl'ary 
to  a  Democracy,  or  Utmocratical  Part  of  any  Government ; 
Overthrow  the  Fo^  *  of  it,  and  indeed  alter  its  Natuie,  tho1 
pot  irs  Name.” 


[  19  3 

Sequel.  I  (hall  not  niifpend  my  Time,  in  answering 
the  low  Scurrilities,  and  unmannerly  Reflexions, 
this  Author  fo  liberally  beftows  on  the  Aflemblyv 
Germans  and  Quakers.  My  Defign  is  to  aflert  the 
Rights  of  this  Conftitution,  and  vindicate  the  Aifem- 
blies  of  this  Province,  who  have  made  fo  noble  a 
Struggle  for  our  Privileges  ;  I  fhall  therefore,  con¬ 
fine  myfelf  to  rhofe  FaXs,  which  may  poffibly  weigh 
with  thofe,  who  rather  through  Inadvertence,  than 
Partiality,  may  take  them  for  granted. 

The  principal  Charges,  this  Author  forms  againft 
the  Aflembly,  are,  “  that  they  claim  a  Kind  of  In- 
**  dependency  upon  their  Mother  Country,  defpifing 

the  Orders  of  the  Crown,  and  refufing  to  contri- 
cc  bute  their  Quota,  either  to  the  general  Defence  of 
u  America ,  or  that  of  their  own  particular  Pro- 
ec  vince.”  Tis  a  School-boys  Trick,  when  he  has 
commited  a  Fault,  to  complain  firft,  and  charge  it  * 
on  his  Companion.  Thus,  our  Proprietaries  being 
well  allured,  that  if  they  perfifted,  in  their  Syftem  of 
Politic  sy  the  Oppofition,  a  free  People  mu  ft  necef- 
f'arily  give  them,  would  vaftly  obftruX  the  public 
Meafures,  and  that  this  would  naturally  induce  an 
Inquiry  into  the  Caufe  *,  and  well  knowing,  they 

fhould  make  but  a  mean  Ptgure  in  the  Diipute,  un¬ 
left; 


lefs  they  could,  by  fome  Means*  raife  a  popular 
Clamour,  and  create  a  Prejudice  againft  the  Aflem- 
bly,  in  the  Minds  of  our  Superiors,  they,  by  their 
Pamphleteer,  wrongfully  accufe  the  Affembly,  of 
thole  very  Crimes,  which  to  themfelves,  of  all  Man¬ 
kind,  are  mold  jnfily  immutable.  For  they  not  only 
claim  a  Kind  off  Independency  on  our  Mother  Coun¬ 
try,  but  have  already,  by  their  Infringements  of  the  Royal 
Grant ,  eftablifhed  a  kind  of  ablolute  Government  a- 
mong  us,  and  changed  this  mixed  Form ,  into  meer  Mo¬ 
narchy.  So  far  have  they  delpifed  the  Orders  of  the 
Crown ,  that  they  have  not  only  refttjed  to  contribute 

their 

t  In  the  Tear  17S7>  wben  bis  Majefty  was  refolved  ro 
make  one  vigorous  Effort,  towards  extirpating  the  Trench 
from  North  America,  and  relieving  his  Subjects  from  their 
mcrcilefs  Barbarities,  Orders  were  lent  to  all  the  Colonies,  to 
exert  their  utmoft  Abilities  in  aid  of  the  glorious  Defign# 
TheAllembly,  being  determined,  that  nothing  fhould  prevent 
their  Zeal  for  his  Majefty  *s  Honour,  and  good  of  the  People 
entruffed  to  their  Care,  appointed  a  Committee,  ro  report 
on  rhe  Proprietary  InftrudHops,  how  much  could  be  railed, 
were  their  directions  puifiied.  From  whofe  Eftimate  it 
appears,  that  the  Aflembly,  were  they  to  adhere  to  them,  could 
give  but  one  Quarter  Part  of  what  w'as  indifpufably  neceflary  for 
the  Purnofe,  and  therefore,  their  Hands  being  tyed  up,  by  thefc 
cruel  Inftru&ions,  it  was  impoflible  they  fhould  comply 
with  his  Majefty ‘s  Royal  Orders.  This  is  not  onlv  claiming 
an  Independency,  but  a  Power,  fuperior  to  Pvoya!ty  itfelf,  as 
the  Inftrudfions  of  the  Proprietaries,  tho’  Inconfiftent  with 
the  Royal  Orders,  were  tenacioufly  infilled  on  by  the  Governor 
and  Proprietary’s  Council,  in  two  feveral  lnftances,  and  would 
not  have  been  wav’d,  let  the  Conferences  have  proved  ever 
fo  fatal,  had  noc  las  Majefty  s  Commander  in  Chief 
interpofed. 


t  *»  >  '^1.  *  f 

#ie\x  Quota  to  the general  Defence  of  America  and  that 

s  .  I 

of  their  own  particular  Province ,  by  rejecting  an  equate 

’  '  V  *•  -  , 

and  juft  Tax ,  on  their  exorbitant  Eftatesy  but  have  pre¬ 
vented  their  Governors  from  parting  Laws,  .whiefi 

would  have  effectually  defended  this  Province,  and  aft 

‘  *  y>  * 

lifted  in  the  general  Defence  of-  America^  even  with¬ 
out  their  Contribution.  All  which  I  hope  to  evince** 

j  -i  ,  > 

before  I  have  done,  by  incont  eft  able  Vouchers* 

The  firft  Ihftancre,  adduced  by  our  Author,  z8 

piove  the  foregoing  heinous  Charges  on  the  AflercC 

■*  _ 

bly,  is,  the  Oppofition  they  gave  to  Governor 
<c  Thomas ,  in  railing  Soldiers,  to  fend  again  ft  the 
Spaniards ,  in  the  Weft-Indies ,  and  their  abfolute 
a  refufal,  to  contribute  a  Farthing,  for  that  Service0'0 

,  w  \  '  j  ■  t  . 

Tis  true,  the  Affembly  did  not  grant  any  Supplies 

for  that  particular  Expedition.  And  their  Reaforis* 

which  this  Author  fh’ould  have  had  the  Candor  t©' 

have  given  to  the  Public,  as  they  were  to  be  found, 

in  the  fame  Place,  whence  he  extracted  his  othet 

Knowledge,  were  as  follow.  They  had  actually  voted 

Four  Thoufand Pounds,  to  his  Majefty  sUie,  intended 

for  the  Encouragement  of  Soldiers,*  to  enlift  for’  that 

Enterpriser  and  had  prepared  a  Bill,  to  Levy  the  fame 

<6rf  the  inhabitants.  But  fuch'  extraordinary,  and  tin- 

W&ft  Mvifoiis,  were  then  made  and  abetted,  by 

dp* 


tv).  ',b 
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uie  Govcrnoi,  upon  the  Property  of  the  Subjects,  isa. 
enlifting  of  Servants,  a!tho?  there  were  Freemen  c~ 
nough  ready  and  willing,,  to  enter  into  the  Service, 
and  Inch  heavy  Expences  had  accrued,  by  the  AC 
terribly  s  long  Sitting,  to  redrefs  that  among  ether 
Grievances,  that  they  determined  not  to  fend  up  the 
Fill  i  but  very  juftly  appropriated  that  Money,  to  the 
Payment  of  the  Matters,  whbfe  Properties  had  been 
fo  illegally  and  violently  taken  from  them.  Whoever 
well  confiders  the  Nature  of  our  Indented  Servants, 
that  they  are  our  Property,  purchafed  under  the  Sanc¬ 
tion  of  Atts  of  Parliament ,  and  a  pofitive  Law  of 
this  Colony  ,  that  they  are  conttdered  by  our  Courts 
of  Juttice,  as  perfonal  Chattels,  and  go  to  the  Execu¬ 
tors  of  Perfons  decealed,  for  Payment  of  Debts,  in 
common  with  their  other  Effettts  ;  that  unon 
them,  the  Cultivation  of  our  Lands,  our  Trade,  and 
Commerce  principally  depend,  cannot  but  approve, 
and  juftify  the  Conduct  of  the  Aflcmbly,  in  with¬ 
holding  the  Supplies  demanded,  until  thofe  Violations 
of  the  Subjects  Property ,  equally  un juft  and  un- 
ncceftary,  were  removed  and  redreffed  ;  and,  (Relief 
being  in  that  Rcfpedt  obftinately  refufed  by  the 
Governor,)  in  diverting  the  Supplies,  raifed  for  the 
Service  of  the  War,  towards  the  Relief  of  injured 
and  Qppreffed  Individuals .  Such  a  Conduct  as  this* 

however 


% 


however  difagrecable  to  the  arbitrary  and  flavifh  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  this  Pamphleteer,  mart  certainly  meet  with 
the  Approbation  of  every  free  Briton ,  who  has  any 
Knowledge  of  the  Rights  of  aHoufeof  Commons, 
whofe  chief  Power  and  mod  effential  Privilege,  con- 
fifts  in  having  a  Right  to  rvithold  Supplies ,  till  the 
(grievances  of  the  People  are  redrejfed. 

But  from  this  Author’s  difingenuous  Method  of 
.reprefenting  this  FaCfc,  a  Stranger  might  conclude, 
that  the  Aftembly  had  perverfely  oppofed  “  the  en- 
ic  lifting  of  Soldiers  at  all ,  Freemen  not  excepted, 
and  thereby  difregarded  the  Ordersof  the  Crown.” 
Had  he  intended  to  have  given  the  World  a  juft  Idea 
of  this  Oppofition,  he  would  have  declared  candidly, 
that  it  was  confined  to  the  enlifling  of  Servants  only , 
and  that  every  Encouragement,  which  could  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  a  loyal  and  faithful  People,  was  given 
by  our  AfTembly,  for  the  enliftingof  Freemen.  And 
the  Reafons  of  this  Oppofition,  together  with  the. 
whole  TranfaCtion,  appear  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
Houfe,  as  1  have  reprefented  them.  For  fo  far  were 

t,  . . 

the  Alterably,  on  this  Occafion,  from  disregarding 

the  Orders  of  the  Crown,  that,  having  informed  the 

.  '•  *  ■» 

Governor,  of  the  neceftity  they  lay  under  to  appro¬ 
priate  the  Money  intended  for  theUfes  of  the  Crown, 

F  2  towards 


i,  '111 


I J-  4 


l  44  3 

?pjya|4s  Satisfying  the  Damages  which  the  Matters, 
Iia.J  fuftained  by  fo  oppreflive an  Invafion  of  their  Pro¬ 
perties,  they  expretty  declare  f  “  that  they  ever  have 
been,  and  ate  yt'.idy  and  toilhrg,  to  deroonftrate 
**  their  Loyalty  and  Fidelity,  by  giving  fuch  a  Sura 
f-  of  Money  to  the  Crown,  as  may  be  a  full  Pro- 
.  pottion  to  what  was  given  by  the  neighbouring 
Colonies  ;  provided  the  Servants  fo  unjuftly  taken 
and  detained  from  their  Matters,  be  returned.’ 
a  his  Tian/adtion  therefore,  fo  confidently  perverted 
and  mifreprefented  by  our  Pamphleteer,  and  addu-  * 
ced  as  one  of  his  <c  glanng  Inftances,  bein^  thus 
truly  unfolded,  inftead  of  fupporting  his  Charge? 
fully  proves  that  his  Aflertions  deferye  no  Credit, 
and  that  Supplies  were  adually  prepared,  and  ready 
to  be  offered,  had  not  the  opprettive  Meafurcs  of  the 
Proprietary  Deputy  prevented* 

i  '*  "  1  ’  ,  i  •  ' '  ■ 

But;  to  give  a  funher  Inflance  of  this  Gentlemans 
total  W  ant  of  Candor,  and  iniquitous  Defign  to  im~ 
pqfc  upon  the  World,  by  a  lame  and  partial  Account 
of  Things  •,  I  fliall  here  infer  t  a  Vote  of  the  Houfe  at 
l^rgc>  made  about  this  lime.  *}*  <c  1  he  Houfe  taking 
<£  info  Cpnfideratipn  the  many  Taxes  their  Fellovtr 
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nt  Subjeds  of  Great-Britain  are  obliged  to  pay,  to- 
wards  fupporting  the  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  an<4 

-  r 

*t  defraying  the  necelFary  and  contingent  Charges 
«  of  Government,  and  willing  to  demonstrate  the 
ic  Fidelity,  Loyalty,  and  Affedipn  of  the  Inhabi- 
u  tants  of  this  Province,  to  our  Gracious  Sovereign, 
ic  by  bearing  a  Share  of  the  Burthen  of  our  Fellow 
Subjeds,  proportionable  to  our  Circumftances* 
Do  therefore  chearfuliy  and  unanimoufly  refolve,  lhat 
‘f  Three  Thoyfatid  Bounds  be  paid  fqr  the  Ufe  of 
4f  the  King,  his  Heirs  and  Succeffors,  to  be  applied 
$  to  fuch  Ufes,  as  he,  in  his  Royal  Wifdom,  fhali 
think  fit  to  dired  and  appoint.”  This  Sum,  was 
afterwards  paid  by  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence 
to  the  Agent  of  the  Afiembly,  and  by  him  into 
his  Majeftys  Exchequer.  This  Loyal,  affedionate* 

and  voluntary  Supply,  is  carefully  omitted  by  the  honeft 

/ 

Pamphleteer,  as  it  luited  not  his  Defign  of  exalting 
every  Vice  and  oppreffive  Tranfadion  of  our  Gover¬ 
nors  into  political  Virtues,  and  vilifying  the  Affem- 

bly’s  Conduit,  fo  as  ro  pervert  every  Meafure  taken 

>  • 

by  them  for  the  public  Welfare  and  Security,  into  a 
Contempt  of  his  Majefty’s  Orders,  and  into  Crimes 
little  Ihort  of  High  T reafon.  To  mifrepreftnt  pri¬ 


vate  Fails,  and  Tranfadions  between  one  Subied  and 
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another,  denote,':  a  Heart  far  gone  in  Corruption  and 
Depravity  :  But  to  reprefentthe  public  Operations  of 
Government  infalfeand  delufive  Colours,  with  Intend 
to  alienate  the  King’s  Affections  from  his  People,  de¬ 
notes  a  malignity  of  Heart  which  no  Pen  can  de~ 
feribe.  Thar  this  is  our  Author’s  Cafe,  a  very  little 
Explanation  not  only  of  t  his,  but  of  every  pther 

' '  t '  1  in  both  his  Pamphlets,  will 
Sufficient!/  demonllrate. 

*  i* "  '  ^ 

Being  diffident,  and  with  good  Reafon,  that  this 

*  *  •  / 

“  gating  Inftance”  of  his,  would  be  infufficient  to 
prove  his  Chaige  againft  the  Affembly,  he  gives  them 
a  Difcharge  of  all  his  Artillery  at  once,  and  affirm s, 
“  that  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  laft  War, 
cc  they  have  often  been  called  on  by  the  Crown,  and 
by  Governor  Shirley ,  to  Furnifh  Supplies  for  the 
T  Expedition  againfl:  Canada”  He  does  not,  indeed, 
pofitively  deny  that  any  Supplies  were  granted  on 

i  1  >  T 

thefe  Occafions  ;  ( which,  for  want  of  better,  fhall 

i  .  '  * 

pals  as  a  Mark  of  his  Modeftyj  yet,  fully  determined 
to  lay  nothing  that  was  good  of  the  Alfembly,  he 
artfully  reprefents  their  Compliance  in  fuch  a  Light 
as  to  depreciate  it  even  below  a  Refufal  j  for,  fays 
he>  *Cc  if  they  have  at  all  contributed,  it  has  been 

done 

*  Brief  Stare?  page  it. 


u  [mall  SumSy  as  rather  to  hurt  than  ferve  the  Com* 


little  Explanation.  In  the  Year  1746  Governor  Thomas 
called  on  the  AfTembly  for  Provifions  for  the  T  Sol¬ 
diers  intended  for  the  Reduction  of  Canada.  They* 
with  great  Chearfulnefs  and  Loyalty*  declare  them- 
felves'  ready  to  give  a  Sum  of  Money  for  the  Kings 
Ufe  i  hilt,  upon  infpedting  the  public  Funds,  they 
found  there  was  not  fuch  a  Sum  as  they  thought  ne- 
ceflary  for  that  Purpofe,  and  as  they  would  willingly 
grant  *,  and  therefore  propofed  ftriking  a  further  Sum 
in  Bills  of  Credit,  (which  they  conceived  neceffary 
for  the  Support  of  a  medium  of  Trade)  to  be  emit¬ 
ted  on  Loan  at  the  ufual  Intereft.  To  a  Bill  prepared 
and  Lent  up  for  this  Purpofe,  the  Governor  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  refiife  his  Ajjent.  The  AfTembly  perceiving 

.  1  ^  _ •  c . 


Tliis  Bill  was  enacted  into  a  Law,  and  the  Five  Thou- 
[a,nd  Pounds  laid  out  by  the  Governor  himfelf  in  the 
Purchafe  of  Provifions.  A  Sum  as  Urge  as  could 
reafonabl}  be  expected  from  the  Province,  or 
was  aft nally  required  of  the  AlFembly  j  and  much 
larger  than  feveral  other  Colonies  thought  proper  to 
give.  This  being  the  true  State  of  one  of  thefc 
Tranfadhons  hinted  at  by  our  Author  in  general  Terms 
only,  how  far  has  he  deviated  from  the  Truth  in  thi* 
attempt,  to’  depreciate  the  Manner  in  which  this 
Money  was  granted,  by  averting  that  it  rather  hurt 
than  fervd  the  common  Caufe  [ 

Ms  proceeds  in  his  Charges,  and  affirms,  u  that 
€C  the  Affembly  have  not  been  more  attentive  to  the 
*  Defence  of  their  own  particular  Province,  than  to 
that  of  his  Majefty  $  slmertcan  Dominions  in  ge- 
nerah  True,  indeed,-  it  is,  that  they  have  never 
raifed  a  Sum  of  Money  for  the  immediate  Defence 
of  this  City.  And  herein  they  are  not  juftly  cenfti- 
Table.  Fir/l>  becaufe  they  never  were  requeued  by  the 
Executive  Part  of  Government,  whofe  Duty  it  was  to 
have  pointed  out  its  Defeiicelefs  State,  to  grant  Sup¬ 
plies  for  that  Purpofe.  Secondly  ^  The  Navigation 
our  Bay  and  River,  which  is  at  leaft  150  Miles  n* 
length,  is  by  Shoals,-  and  Sand-Banks*  rendered  fo  his 
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t'ncatc  and  difficult,  that  we  haye  little  or  no  Reafdn 
to  dread,  an  attack  from  any  formidable  Enemy  by 
Water.  This  is  a  Fad  fo  we  11  knoWn,  that  all  Mat* 
teas  of  Veflelsj  tho  ever  io  well  ski  11  d  in  Navigation, 
never  fail  to  procure  a  Pilot  at  the  Capes,  to  con¬ 
duct  them  up  the  Bay  and  Paver,  not  chafing  to  re¬ 
ly  upon  their  own  Dexterity.  Thefe  Circumftances^ 
together  with  the  Narrownds  and  Shallownefs  of  the 
Channel  in  foitie  Places,  where  to  link  a  Flat  oi*  two. 
Would  erfedhially  flop  up  the  Pa  (Page,  forming  a  na¬ 
tural,  and  perhaps  the  bed  Fortification,  have  rendered 
both  Governor  and  A^emhly  in  feme  Meafure,  carelefs 
in  the  Defence  of  the  City.  But  why  the  whole 
Odium  of  this  IN  egleft,  (if  it  be  any)  fhould  be  thrown 
upon  the  A}ftmbiyy  this  Writer,  tho’  incumbent  up¬ 
on  him,  will  never  be  able  to  make  out.  sTis  true, 
a  Fortification  hath  been  built  below  the  City,  but 
not,  as  he,  with  his  ufual  Veracity  afferts,  at  the 
Jole  Ex  pence  of  private  Per  font.  The  Money  was 
railed  by  a  Public  Lottery,  to  which  People  of  every 
Denomination  in  the  Province,  Quakers  not  excepted, 
contributed.  True  it  is  alfo,  that  our  Proprietaries 
made  a  Prelent  of  twelve  Cannon,  but  egregioufly 
falfe  that  they  made  it  generously  :  For  when  the  Ai- 
fociation  Plan  was  formed  for  Defence  of  this  Pio- 
vince,  the  erefting  of  that  Fortification  was  Part  of 
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the  Plan,  and  communicated  to  them,  and  their 
Mite  requeued  towards  the  Completion  of  it.  They 

hlfr>  refuled  ro  contribute  a  Farthing,  and,  the 
better  to  excufe  thetnfelves,  charged  the  People  with 
doing  an  Ad  little  fhort  even  of  Rebellion,  and 
High-Treafon  itfelf.  However,  uponr  further  Con¬ 
ti  deration,  and  better  Advice  in  the  Matter;  when 
toe  War  was  over,  and  the  Province  had  nothing 
-  o  fear  fiom  any  Enemy,  and  when  Cannon  might 
b'^  pur  chafed  for  a  Song,  then  indeed,  they  were 
pleafed  to  fend  over  twelve  large  Cannon,  which 
came,  as  our  Affembly-Cornmittee  term’d  it,  ct  like 
Venetian  Succours,  when  we  had  no  Uje  forthem. 
T.  he  Proprietaries  alio  for  a  Year  or  two,  ordered 
tiiv.ii  Pveceiver-General  to  pay  the  Gunner  of  the  Forr^ 
a  Salat  y  ot  fwenty  Pounds  per  Annum ,  for  his  Sup¬ 
port,  which,  as  (oon  as  the  late  Indian  War  broke 
out,  and  a  Profpedt  of  another  with  France  pre- 
fenced .  itfelf,  they  very  generoufly  withdrew.  And 
thus,  docs  the  Generofity  of  our  Proprietaries ,  and 
the  Veracity  of  their  Pamphleteer ,  die  away  and  pe~ 
riflr  together. 

Our  Author  having  flattered  himfelf,  that  the 
World  would  take  his  Allertions  for  granted,  and 
that  by  a  Perverhon  of  Fa£fs,  he  had  fully  proved  our 
AfTcmblies  always  averfe  to  the  granting  of  Supplies 

for 
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/or  the  Defence  of  their  Country,  or  other  Warlike 
PurpofeSj  now  ftarts  two  t  Queftions^  that  defer  ve 
our  Animadverfioq.  The  Fi?'fiy  why  our  Aflemblies 
are  againft  defending  a  Country,  in  which  their  own 
Fortunes  and  Eftates  lie,  if  it  is  really  in  danger  ? 

A  material  Queftion indeed!  And,  were  the Pre- 
mife^s,  or  Suppoiition  it  is  built  on,  true,  would  well 
deferve  our  ferious  Confideration.  But-  he  fliould 
have  proved  thein  to  be  fo,  by  plain  demonftrable 
Arguments.,  drawn  from  a  juft  narration  of  Faffs  5 
which,  I  prefume,  he  hath  by  no  Means  done*.  For 
certainly,  no  unprejudiced  Perfon,  will  conclude  our 
AfTemblies  to  be  aeainft  the  Defence  of  their  Lives 

V  >  & 

and  Fortunes,  from  his  bare  Infmuation,  f  “  that 
“  they  are  indifferent  whether  the  French  make  them- 
«  felves  Matters  of  this  Province,  or  not  becaufe 
this  alfo  is  equally  deftimte  of  Proof.  And  their  long 
experienced  Loyalty  and  Fidelity  to  his  Majefty’s  Roy¬ 
al  Perfon-,  their  Abhorrence  alike  of  French  Idolatry, 
and  French  (lavery,  fhould,  methinks,  in  Rea'on, 
have  exempted  them  from  fo  invidious,  fo  uncharita¬ 
ble  a  Calumny.  ’Tis,  indeed,  a  melancholy  Truth, 

*  , 

that  if  any  Thing  had  Power  to  render  them  indif- 
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-  fcrent  in  this  Refpetff,  it  would  be  thole  arbitrary 
U fur  fat  ions  of  their  Rights,  and  Privileges,  which 
their  Proprietaries  are  even  now  induffriouf!  v  carry¬ 
ing  on,  and  in  which,  if  they  fucceed,  the  Defence 
of  their  Lives  and  fortunes,  again  ft  a  foreign  Enemy, 
would  become  theleaft  of  their  Concern  ;  for  with~ 
out  Liberty ,  neither  would  be  worth  Poffeffino.  And 
thus,  inftead  of  giving  us  a  Reafon,  doeshenutus 
off  with  an  Affertion,  His  Second  Argument  is  of 

O 

equal  Inefficacy  with  the  Tirft.  He  affierts,  “  Thar 

14  ffiey>  viz-  theAflembly,  apprehend,  as  foon  as  they 
“  agree  to  give  fufficient  Sums  for  the  regular  De- 

“  fence  of  the  Country,  it  would  (trike  at  the  Root 

*  + 

“  of  all  their  Power,  as  Quakers,  by  making  a  Mi- 
“  litia  Law  neceflary  in  Time  of  Danger.”  But 
Purely,  neither  they,  nor  any  Man,  befidcs  our  fdgd- 
ciotts  Pamphleteer,  can  conceive,  how  the  granting 
Sums  of  Money,  for  the  regular  Defence  of  a  Coun¬ 
try,  can  “  make  a  Militia  Law  needful  in  Time 

*  “  of  Danger,”  as  the  nccdlitv  of  filch  a  Law,  itmft  be 
greatly  exaggerated  by  the  Want  of  Money.  His 
*7 bird  Argument  is  of  the  Pune  Character  with  the 
preceding  ones  ;  Por  he  affirms,  cC  that  they  mind 
“  no  Confequences,  provided  they  can  fecure  their 
“  own  Power,  and  Seats  in  Aflembly  "  The  lenity 

*  wi th  which  they  have  always  exercifed  their  Power* 

is 
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is  a  Proof  that  they  are  not  ambitious  of  it;  were  it 

* 

otherwife,  many  of  the  Proprietary  Public  Officers 
had  been  called  to  Account,  who  are  now  fupported 
as  ferviceable  Tools  to  themfelves,  and  their  Crea¬ 
tures,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  altho’  repeated  Com- 
plaints  have  been  made  againftthem  to  ourlate  Gover¬ 
nors,  by  the  Petfons  immediately  injured  and  op- 
preffed,  yet  fo  little  Notice  hath  been  taken  of  them, 
that  the  Parties  injured  have  been  either  put  off  from 
Time  to  Time,  and  fo  wearied  out  with  Attendance 
and  Expences,  or  pofitively  refufed  a  Hearing.  Nor 
can  any  good  Reafon  be  offered  why  they  fhould 
be  fond  of  fecuring  their  Seats  in  Affembly,  unlefs 
it  be  a  Defire  of  ferving  the  Public,  from  Prin¬ 
ciples  the  moft  generous  and  difinterefted,  and  of 
preferving  thofe  Liberties  which  have  been  fo  un~ 
juftly  invaded.  It  muft  be  allowed,  that  Intereft  can¬ 
not  be  their  Motive,  when  it  is  known,  that  their 
Wages  are  no  more  than  Six  Shillings  a /Day,  in  a 
City,  where  to  live  but  meanly,  and  maintain  a  Horfe, 
will  coft  Seven  at  lead.  Add  to  this,  their  lofs  of 
Time,  moft  of  them  being  Country-Gentlemen  and 
Farmers,  and  the  ill  Effe&s  of  their  Abfence  from 

their  Families  and  Farms,  where  the  Mafters  Eye  is 
of  the  utmoft  Importance.  Let  the  Impartial  deter¬ 
mine  then,  whether  it  be  more  rational  to  conclude, 

that 


ihat  the  Affcmbly,  f0  often  ele&eci  and  approved  by 
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their  Confluents-,  conneEled  with  their  Country  by 
every  fared  Tie,  and  every  interefting  Motive ;  exempt 

*-•  y>v  a  !  V  i  _  * 


„  thc  ^ftruftions  of  their  Electors,  and of 
all  Ambition  but  the  leviable  Amin 

their  Country,  are  again!*  its  Defence 


void  of  fuch  Connexions;  a  Stranger  to  the  Country, 
and  Subjeft  to  Proprietary  Infractions,  calculated  for 
the  Advancement  of  pmw«r  We/,  and  Ambition, 
«ot  of  the  Public  good. 

But  Co  far  is  our  Author  from  proving  this  fa¬ 
vorite  Polinon  of  his,  that  in  his  Second  Queftion, 
he,  mEffea,  acknowledges,  that  they  are  not  againft 

me  Defence  of  the  Province,  by  allowing  “  that  they 

.  j  VC  ofFered  feverai  Sums  for  the  King’s  Ufe;”  and 
n  eed,  the  oecondisa  flat  Contradiction  to  thtFirfi • 

F0L-  how  a  People  can,  without  Abfurdity,  be  char¬ 
ged  with  an  Averfion  to  the  Defence  of  their  Coun¬ 
try,  when  they  have  been  from  Time  to  Time,  offer- 
ing  Supplies  and  Aids  for  its  Prote&ion,  in  every 
Way  human  Wifdom  could  invent,  favethofewhich 
tended  to  deliver  up  their  facred  Rights  and  Privi¬ 
leges  into  the  very  Hands  of  their  Oppredors,  I  leave 
this  Authors  Logic  to  explain.  This  leads  me  to 
jonfider  his  Second  Queltion.  But  before  I  pro- 
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seed  to  a  Refutation  of  it,  I  fhall  examine  the  Rea- 
Ions  he  afligns  for  the  AfTembly’s  Avcffion  to 
a  Militia  Law. 

i  a  -  ,  i 

*  He  infinuares,  that  they  apprehend  a  general  Mi- 
litia  Law  u  would  ft  tike  at  the  Root  of  all  their 
**  Power  as  Quakers:'  And  he  might  with  equal  Juf- 
tice  have  added,  a sSubjetts.  ’Tis  true5  the  Quakers^ 
and  every  other  independent  Perfon  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  are  under  the  fame  uipprehenjions .  Under 
thefe  Fears  of  the  People,  he  has  inadvertently  de-  j 
reded  the  Schemes  of  his  Patrons  and  Party.  His 
chief:  Talent  lies  in  veiling  the  Truth,  and  yet  all  his 
Chicanery  hath  not  been  fufficient  to  varnifh  over 
the  flagitious  Attempts  made  againft  the  Peoples 
Liberties.  He  adds,  <c  fuch  a  Law  they  *  prefume 
u  would  alter  the  Face  of  Affairs,  by  creating  a  vaft 
ac  Number  of  new  Relations,  Dependancies,  and 
<c  Subordinations  in  Government.  The  Militia,  they 
fuppofe,  would  all  vote  for  Members  of  AfTembly3 
and  being  dependent  on  their  Officers ,  would  pro- 
*  bably  be  influenced  by  them,”  and  the  Officers 
being  commiffioned  by  the  Governor y  and  holding  their 
Commifiions  at  his  Willy  would  be  influenced  by 

him 
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him.  Ail  tliis  is  undoubtedly  true;  A  general  Mi—' 
litia  Law  formed  on  the  Plan  of  this  Author,  would 
natmauy  produce  this  long  Train  of  ruinous  EffedtS; 
an  infinite  Number  of  new  Relations,  Dependences, 
&c.  would  be  created,  all  under  the  Controul,  and 
fubjcel  to  the  Dominion  of  our  Proprietaries,  and 
their  Governors  •,  on  them  would  the  Officers  of  the 

V 

Militia  be  alone  dependent,  being  commiffioned  by 
them,  and  liable  to  be  turn’d  out  at  their  Pleafure  ; 
the  common  Men  would  be  influenced  by  their  Offi¬ 
cers,  and  diredted  by  them  in  their  Choice  of  Re- 
prefentatives  *,  fo  that,  not  only  the  Quakers,  but 
*very  Man  who  had  the  Virtue  and  Spirit  to  oppofe 

fuch  arbitrary  and  unjuft:  Proceedings,  would  be  ut* 
terly  excluded  from  that  important  Truit.  The  Bal~ 

lance  fo  wifely  eltablifhed  between  the  Powers  of 
the  People,  and  Governor,  would  be  diflolved  ;  and 
our  excellent  Frame  of  Government  fundamentally 
overthrown.  Add  thefe  Dependencies,  to  the 
Powers  already  sngrofled  by  our  Proprietaries,  by  the 
iniquitous  and  arbitrary  Violations  of  the  Royal  Grant, 
and  their  Fathers  Charter,  and  their  Scheme  of  Power 
is  effectually  com  pleated.  Thefe  are  the  Checks  up¬ 
on  the  Power  of  the  People,  fo  warmly  contended 
for,  by  the  oppreflive  and  detefted  Dodtrine  of  this 
Pamphleteer,  No  one  would  be  admitted  to  ferve 

his 
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tiis  Country  ift  its  Aflemblies,  till  he  had  renounced 
£very  generous  Principle  of  Liberty,  and  was  become 


the  low  T00I3  or  rather  Vafllil  of  our  Proprietaries  5 
who,  being  already  poflefled  of  the  appointment  of 

one  Branch  of  the  Legiftature,  viz,,  the  Governor, 
and  having,  by  Means  of  the  abovementioned  De¬ 
pendencies,  acquired  Influence  fufficient  to  eled  our 
Aflemblies,  will  become  abfolute .  Ma/ters  and  Con¬ 
trollers  of  both.  Their  Inftru&ions,  tho9  never  f® 
oppreiflve,  or  inconflftent  with  the  Royal  In  ft  rite-  * 
tions,  will  be  {wallowed  without  a  Murmur  ;  Sup¬ 
ply  Bills  will  either  need  no  alteration,  as  they  will  he 
modePd  according  to  their  Defire,  in  the  firft  In- 
ftance,  or  if  they  do,  the  Amendments  will  never  bd 
dilputed*,  the  Difpofition  of  the  Peoples  Funds, 
their  Rights  and  Properties  will  lie  at  their  Mercy  * 
their  exorbitant  Eftates  be  for  ever  preferved  facred 
from  Taxation  *,  and  in  ftort,  this  once  renowned  Go¬ 


vernment  of  Pennsylvania)  the  Seat  of  Virtue,  Li¬ 
berty  and  Commerce,  would  be  transformed  into  a 
Monarchy  mare  tyrannical  and  defpotic,  than  that  of 
an  E  a  (tern  Sultan  *>  and  nothing  left  for  the  unhap¬ 
py  People,  but  either  to  fubmit  t©  the  grievous  -Yoke* 
Or  depopulate  the  Country  by  flying  from  Slavery* 


But  to  proceed:  TheAflembly  were  for  feme  Time 
fore  the  Indian  War  commenced,  or  our  Bordets 
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were  invaded,  almoft  unanimoufly  of  Opinion,  that 
the  Province  would  be  befl  defended,  and  with  leafi 
Expence,  by  a  Standing  Force ,  after  the  Example  of 
our  Mother  Country,  and  therefore  repeatedly  offered 
considerable  Supplies  to  raife  Men  for  that  Purpofe. 
Yer  as  they  f  ound,  all  thefe  Sums  had  been  refufed 
by  the  Pioprietaiy  Governor,  and  that  the  Sava°e  In- 
vafions  of  the  French  and  Indians ,  added  to  thefe 

G  .  J  '  ;  .  .  .  :  * 

Refufals,  tendered  it  neceflary  that  the  Province 
Should  be  defended  by  a  Militia  Law,  they  concluded 
to  pafs  one  ;  and  accordingly  Lent  it  up  ro  the  Go¬ 
vernor  for  his  Approbation,  not  in  the  lead  doubting, 
but  that  he,  who  had  ever  been  lo  fond  of  amending 
the  Money  Bills,  would  point  out  its  Defers  to  them, 
if  any,  and  return  it  with  the  proper  alterations.  But 
nothing  was  more  difiant  from  the  Governors  In- 
tendon.  He  immediately  palled  the  Bill  upon  a  very 
flight  consideration  of  it,  and  without  the  lead:  Amend- 

J  +  ^  ,  v  4  J  , 

taent  either  made  or  offered. 


#  i  v  ' 

The  Tendency  and  Drift  of  this  refined  Piece  of 
Policy  in  th.e  Governor  and  Proprietary  Party,  loon 
became  manifeft.  The  parting  a  Militia  Law  by  rhe 
Aflembly,  at  firft  put  them  into  the  utmoft  Conifer- 
nation.  They  cxpe£fed3  that  the  AfTembly  would  not 
frame  fuch  a  Law,  and  thereupon  they  doubted!  not 


to 
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to  have  rendered  them  odious  in  the  Eyes  of  tht 
People,  and  by  that  Means,  procure  a  Set  of  their 
oron  Creatures  ro  be  chofen  at  the  enfuing  Ele&ion  , 


they  concluded  alfo,  it  would  be  an  excellent  Subject 


to  declaim  upon  in  their  B :  Fierti,  and  thereby  to  in- 
cenfe  the  People  of  England  againft  them.  The  Law, 
ho\vever,  paflfed  the  Houfc.  Under  {uch  a  Dilemma 
what  could  the  Governor  do  ?  He  foreiaw,  that  fhould 

V  *  "  •  » 


he  entirely  refufe  to  pafs  the  Bill,  without  pointing 


out  its  Defetts,  he  would  juffcly  incur,  not  only  the  ’ 
Cenfure  of  the  People,  hut  perhaps  of  his  Majefty 
arid  Miniftry,  for  fuch  an  unprecedented  Conduit ; 


and  fhould  he  offer  the  neceffary  Amendments,  he 
was  very  apprehenfive  that  the  AfTembly  would  agree 


to  every  reafonable  Alteration,  which  would  put  an 
effectual  flop  to  the  loud,  clamorous  and  infolent 
Petitions  of  his  Party.  He  therefore  refolved,  with¬ 
out  making  the  lead  Amendment  in  the  Bill,  or  even 
requefting  a  Conference  with  the  Houfe  thereon,  to 
pafs  it  as  it  was  fent  up,  and  afterwards  to  exeithis 
whole  Influence  to  condemn  it  as  impracticable  and 
unjuft.  All  this  will  appear  manifeft  from  a  fhort 
Hiftory  of  their  Conduit  relative  to  this  Bill. 

.  .  .  *  ;y  „  •  *  4  « •  *  *  \  ^  s  ’  ' 

Before  the  Bill  pafled  the  Houfe,  it  was  propoll., 
by  fever al  Gentlemen,  to  defend  the  Country  by  Af- 
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fbciating  in  the  fame  Manner  they  had  done'  dunn,, 
the  late  War  ;  but,  the  Politics  of  that  Party  being 
changed,  they  pohtively  refufed  to  enter  into  fuch 
an  Aflociation,  tho’  rhev  were  the  principal  Promo¬ 
ters  of  the  former;  and  now,  nothing  would  fatisfy 
them  but  a  Militia  Law  :  And  when  a  Militia  Law 
was  granted,  they  immediately  tack’d  about,  and 
propoled  the  old  ,  Plan  of  Aflociation,  fo  lately 
rejected  by  them.  At  this  Time,  the  Country  lay 
•  bleeding  by  the  murdering  Hands  of  relentlefs  Sa¬ 
vages.  Ir  was  therefore  but  reafonahie  to  expect, 
that  every  Lover  of  his  Country  would  unite  in  the 

Execution  of  a  Law,  which  had  even  the  leaft  Ten- 

,JE  1  ‘ 

dency  towards  the  Defence  of  the  Province.  Yet 
unmoved  at  this  {hocking,  defencelds  State  of  the 
People,  they  made  ufeof  every  Artifice  ,  to  decry  and 
damn  this  Law  as  imperfect  and  impracticable.  And, 
what  mull  needs  furprize  the  Reader,  the  very  Go- 
vernar.  wao  had  palled  it  Without  even  propoftno  an 
Amendment appeared  at  the  Head  of  the  Opposi¬ 
tion,  inftead  of  promoting  the  Execution  of  it,  as 
his  Duty  obliged  him  to  do  :  Circular  Letters  were 
difpatched  tp  all  the  diflant  Counties,  fttidly  enjoin¬ 
ing  and  commanding  all  the  Proprietary  Friends  and 
dependents,  to  exert  their  ufmoft  Efforts  and  In- 

•  f  .  ,  s, 

^cncc,  to  prevent  any  Perfons  from  eniifting  under 
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the  Law,  and  to  encourage  the  old  Han  of  A  (To-* 
ciation  in  its  Room.  This  Plan  was  puhlifhed  in  oar 
weekly  Papers  with  the  Governors  Approbation1 
thereof  ;  Gentlemen  of  the  beft  Fortune  of  that 
Party,  thought  it  not  meaner  difhonourable  to  enter 
the  Houles  of  the  loweft  Mechanics  to  folicit  their 
Oppofiion,  and  to  join  in  the  Aflociation  *,  and  when 
neither  Perfuafion.,  nor  Art  could  prevail  on  them  to 
difeourage  a  Law  made  by  their  Reprefentatives  for 
their  Defence,  they  defeended  even  to  the  ungenerous 
Artifice  of  threatning  the  unhappy  People  who  were 
indebted  to  them,  with  Public  Profecutions,  and  Im- 
prifonment,  in  Cafe  they  pefufed.  a  hey  accepted  of 
and  armed  known  Papiffs,  and  many  others  noto- 
rioufly  difaflefted  to  the  prefent  Happy  Eftablifhment : 
However,  notwithftanding  this  violent  Oppofition,  a 
Regiment  of  Foot  was  formed  in  the  City,  and  an¬ 
other  of  700  Men  in  the  Northern  Liberties,  and 
many  Companies  throughout  the  Province^  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  hoping  thereby  to  procure  an  Amendment  of 
iuch  Defe&Sj  as  they  fliould  find  upon  Experience, 
it  required.  While  this  Law-oppofing  Party  with  all 
their  Intrigues,  and  all  their  Influence,  were  notable 
to  raife,  including  Papifis  and  other  difajf&Bed Perfons^ 
more  than  Two  hundred  y^jfociators  in  the  City,  and 
not  fo  much  as  that  Proportion  in  any  County  in 

the  ’  Province,  Before 

j  ■-  v 
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Before  I  leave  .this  Subject,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
offer  to  the  Reader’s  Confederation,  a  Remark  or  two 
on  the  ablurd  Reafons  urged  by  this  Writer  in  his 

•  *  *  *  J  »*■••■■■•  / 

f^tc'co y  to  txcufe  the  Governor,  for  not  proposing 
to  the  Affembjy,  any  Amendments  to  this  Bill,  the 
Execution  whereof  he  fo  violently  oppofed.  His 
firff  Reafon  is,  cc  if  the  Governor  refufed  to  pafs  it 
as  it  was,  and  offered  any  Amendments  to  it,  they, 
(  Affem.bl  yO  were  determined  not  to  ad- 

nut  one  of  them,  but  to  quarrel  with  him  on 
*c  the  Bill.  The  only  Proof  aliedged  in  Support  of 
this  Charge,  is  his  own  confident  Affertipn,  which, 
tis  prefumed,  can  never  pafs  upon  the  intelligent  Rea¬ 
der,  for  Argument  or  Condition.  May  it  not  with 
Reafon  be  asked,  how  either  the  Governor,  or  this 
prophetic  Pamphleteer,  could  poffibly  foreknow, 
that  the  Affembly  were  determined  not  to  admit 
cc  of  Amendments  without  having  one  propofed  to 

them  ?  ’  But  allow  the.  Governor  had  Reafon  to 

*  *  *  *  .  *  .  ♦.  . 
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fufpedt  the  Adcmbly  fo  pgidly  tenacious  of  their 
Militia  Bill  ;  will  that  juftify  him,  on  meer  Conjec¬ 
ture  only,  for  affenting  to  it  without  the  Icaft  Ob¬ 
jection,  which  “  ftripped,  as  he  ajferts>  the  Crown 
“  of  fome  of  its  effential  Prerogatives  V* :  Was  this 
Conduit  confident  with  his  Duty  to. the  Crown? 
Where  lay  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  palling  it  even 

without 


} 


C  63  J 

without  offering  a  Jingle  Amendment  ?  For  it  is  well 
known  to  be  the  Practice  of  the  Legiflature,  that, 
when  the  Governor  fends  down  a  Bill  with  Amend¬ 
ments,  the  Aflembly  either  adhere  to  the  Bill,  or  cotv- 

*  O  *  *  .  j  *  (  •  f  * 

fent  to  the  Amendments/  and  in  either  Cafe,  the  Bill 
is  returned  to  the  Governor,  who  has  the  fame  Li¬ 
berty  either  of  afle'nting  to  the  Bill  as  at  firft  prefented, 

/  or  adhering  to  his  Alterations.  u  But  the  Governor, 
u  according  to  this  Writers  Confeflion,  faw  their 
“  Drift  f  6  which  was,  “  to  ftrip  the  Crown  of 
fome  of  its  elfential  Prerogatives,”  and  therefore , 
he  immediately  palled  it  ^  becaufe,  “  he  knew  that 

“  the  People,  during  the  Time  it  was  to  continue  in 

“  ■■  •  •  *  •  .......  ,  '  •* 

Force,  would  be  convinced  of  its  Abfurdity,  much 
<c  better  by  feeling  its  Defeats,  than  by  any  Attempts 
cc  of  his  to  point  them  out.”  Admirable  Apology 
for  a  Governor  whofe  Duty  it  was,  above  all  Things, 
to  preferve  unviolable  his  Majefly  s  facred  Preroga¬ 
tives  ?  Refined  Policy  indeed,  to  pafs  a  Law,  tho3 
ever  fb  partial,  unjuft,  defedive  and  impracticable  j 
tho*  ever  fo  deftrudtive  to  the  ejjential  Prerogatives 
of  the  Crown,  rather  than  rejeft  it,  or  even  propofe 
an  Amendment  \  and  for  this  remarkable  Reafon,  vii. 

'  t  ■ 

iC  That  the  People  might  be  convinced  of  its  Abfuf- 
**  dity  by  feeling  its  Defers  1” 


But 
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•  But  the  Reader  will  think  this  Conduit  of  theS 
Governor  f  yet:  more  inexcufable,  when  he  is  in¬ 
formed,  that,  from  the  Votes  of  the  Houle,  it  un¬ 
deniably  appears,  they  adually  did  call  upon  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  to  point  out  the  Defeds  of  this.  Bill,  and 
promifed  to  take  them  into  Confideration.  Yet  fo 
unaffe'ded  was  he  at  this  furrender  “.of  fome  of  the 
<‘c  Crowns  eflential  Prerogatives,”  that  he  difregarded 
every  Requeft  of  that  Nature,  and  with  all  his  In¬ 
fluence  pertinacioufly  oppofed  the  Execution  of 
'  the  Law, 


-rr*}  Mi 
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Had  he  a&ed  in  Purfuance  of  his  Duty  ;  had  he 

ji  '  >  i  ;  ;  ;  '  •  .  •:  '  "t  *  ;  *  . 

entertained  the  leafl:  Inclination  to  fecure  the  Pro¬ 
vince  by  a  Militia  Law,  he  Ihould,  inftead  of  thofe 
importunate  Clamours  for  a  Law,  either  have  framed 

;  ;  O  J  f  ■  •  ,  ,  i 

one  himfelf,  and  laid  it  before  the  Aifembly  ;  or 
when  they  had  framed  one,  which  he  conceived  to 


be  defe&ive,  he  Ihould  have  amended  it.  and  if 
neceflary,  requeued  a  Conference  thereon  ;  and  for 
this  wilful  neglcd  of  Duty,  no  plaulible  Reafoncati 
he  affigned  on  the  Governor’s  behalfr  for  the  Votes 
of  the  Houle  are  a  fufficient  Proof,  that,  upon  a 
Conference  had  on  the  Mutiny  And  Defer  tien  Billy 


* 

Ul 


t  The  Mcflagc,  May  14th,  1756, 
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the  Alterably  acceded  to  his  Amendments,  andpaffed 
the  Bill  in  the  Manner  he  defired. 

Having  thus,  I  hope,  cleared  the  Alterably  from 
all  juft  Imputation  of  blame,  for  not  eftablifhing  a 

regular  Militia  *,  and  fhewn  that  they  atftually  did 

* 

frame  fuch  a  Law  as  they  judged  neceflary,  and  that 
it  palled  the  Governors  Perufal,  who  is  Capt.  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Province,  whofe  Office  obliged  him, 
and  whole  Skill  fhould  enable  him  to  difcover,  point 
out,  and  amend  any  Defedt  therein,  without  Ob¬ 
jection  ;  I  now  proceed  to  the  fecond,  and,  indeed, 
only  important  Queftion  of  this  Writer,  viz.: 
a  Why  have  not  the  feveral  Sums  been  accepted, 
“  which  the  Aflembly  have  offered  for  the  Kings 
“  Ufe  T 

i 

.  This  I  call  the  only  important  Queftion,  becaufe 
upon  a  full  and  fair  Difcuflion  thereof,  the  whole 
Merits  of  the  Difpute  betwixt  the  refpedtive  Branches 
of  our  Legiflature  depend.  For  if  the  Affembly  have, 
whenever  requefted,  granted  Supplies  and  Aids  to 
his  Majefty,  in  a  reafonable  and  confhtutional  Man¬ 
ner,  it  will  follow,  that  the  Governor  cannot  be  ex- 
cufed  for  reje&ing  them  ;  and  that  all  the  Ravages, 

Barbarities,  and  Murders  which  the  wretched  Inha- 

1  bitants 


V 


bi rants  of  this  Province  have  both  feen  and  buffered, 
arc,  as  the  neceffary  Effe&sof  fuch  a  Conduit,'  ju% 
imputable  to  him,  and  tothofe  who  were,  either  front 
a  Pi  urcipie  of  Avarice  or  Tyranny,  induced  to  tieup 

his  Hands  with  illegal  and  oppreffive  Inftrudions. 

• 

To  transfer  the  Guilt  and  Odium  of  thefe  Effeds 
upon  our  Affemblies,  and  vindicate  the  Governors 
Hamilton  and  Morris,  for  nor  parting  fundry  Laws  of¬ 
fered  to  them  for  the  Defence  and  Security  of  the 
Province,  the  Writer  of 'thefe  Pamphlets,  quotes  a 
Royal  Inftuifhion  fent  fo  Governor  Thomas,  about  the 

i  J  ^  1  f  t  j  id  i  Uvflion  hath  been  their 

conftant  Pretence  for  refeding  the  Supply  Bills,  tho’ 
the  Proprietary  Indrudiops;  were  the  real  Caufe;  of 
winch  the  Ademhly  had  been  long  convinced,  ’but 
betng  debarred  a  Sight  of  them,  were  'unable  .to 
prove  it  effe&uaily  to  the  World ;  till  at  laft  it  be¬ 
came  notorious,  when  Governor  Morris  in  hopes  of 
obliging  the  Alterably,  and  obtaining  thereby  a  gra- 
tuny  from  them,  upon  his  leaving  the  Government, 
drought  fit  to  lay  one  of  them  before  the  Houfe,  and 
declare  that  he  could  nor  pafs  the  Excife-Bill,  as  it 
vras  inconfifient  with  the  Proprietary  Infhudtions, 
which  he  had  given  Bond  to  obey.  As  the  Defignof 
tlii.  Royal  Inflrudboh;  hath  been  greatly  mifinter- 

preted 


t 


preted  by  the  Author 
our  Governors  alio,  it 


of  thefe  jPanjphifitsi  and  by 
.  eras  4  ;  9  confide* 


how  far  *twa$  binding  on  the  fatter,.  and  how  pro- 
perly  it  en  introduced  by*  them,'  as  an  Impe¬ 

diment  to  the  Laws  ottered  for  Defence  or  the  Pro¬ 


vince. 


*  j  ;  ^ 

Complaint  being  made  to  theHoufeol  Commons., 
by  Petition  from  the  Merchants  of  London-)  wading  to 
the  Eaftern  Colonies,  that  many  Inconveniencies  had 
arifen  there,  caufing  Difcourageraent  tothe  Trade  of 
Great-Brit ain^  Confufron  in  then  Dealings,  and  a 
Diminution  of  their  Credit,  by  palling  Laws,  for 
ftriking  Bills  of  Credit,  and  iftuing  them  in  lieu  of 
Money,  making  it  obligatory  on  all  Perfons  to  re¬ 
ceive  fueb  Money  in  Payment  of  Debts;  and  that 
fuch  Quantities  had  been  made  as  totally  depreciated 


the  Value  thereof,  proper  Funds  not  being  created 
to  Support  them  \  on  the  -  2jth  of  April  i74°>  “ie 
Commons  not  having  the  Information  requilite  to 
enquire  into  the  State  of  the  feveral  Currencies  of 
America ,  and  being  apprehenfive  that  the  like  Abufes 
might  have  crept  into  the  other  Colonies  as  well  as 
the  Eaftern,  addrelfed  his  Majefty,  to  fend  over  his 
Inftru&ions  to  all  the  Governors  of  the  Britijh  Co- 

Ionics,  forbidding  them  to  cnait  any  Laws  of  the 

l  2  .  r  T'  ’  •  gforefaid 
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aforefaid  Nature,  without  inferring  therein  a  Claufe, 
that  fuch  Ads  fhould  not  take  EfFed,  until  his  Ma- 
jefty  s  Approbation  was  firft  obtained.  *  In  Com¬ 
pliance  with  this  Requeft  of  the  Commons,  the 
Lords  Jufhces  Cent  over  an  Inftruftion  to  Governor 
Thorny  to  that  EfFed.  f  In  the  mean  Time,  Orders 
were  fent  over  to  all  the  Governors  in  America ,  to 
tranfmit  to  the  Commons,  a  true  State  of  their  Pa- 
per-Currency.  Which  being  done,  they  proceeded' 
to  examine  into  the  Abufes  that  had  been  committed 
therein,  and  by  what  Provinces.  As  alFo  who  they 
were  that  had  exercifed  Difcretion  and  Moderation, 
m  Striking  Bills  of  Credit,  that  they  might  not  in¬ 
volve  the  Innocent  with  the  Guilty,  nor  impofe  the 
Fame  Reftraint  upon  thofe  Provinces  which  had  not 
exceeded  the  Bounds  of  Prudence,  and  might  per¬ 
haps  Hand  in  need  of  an  Augmentation  of  their 
Currency  m  Bills  of  Credit,  which  they  did  on  thofe 
who  had,  and  to  whole  Indifcretion  therein,  the  In¬ 
conveniences  complained  of  were  folely  owing. 
Upon  a  full  Difquifition  of  this  Abufe,  and  a  faith" 
ful  Reputation  both  of  the  Trade  and  Currency 
°  '  1S>  and  °ther  Southern  Provinces,  the  Com- 

mens 

\  i  **'■.*  i 
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mons  were  fo  well  fatisfied  with  their  difcreet  Con- 
dud  therein,  that  when  they  paflTed  a  Law  t©  reme¬ 
dy  the  Abufe,  they  extended  its  Force  to  the  Eaflern 
Colonies  only,  leaving  this  and  other  Southern  Co¬ 
lonies  in  the  full  Poflefiion  of  their  former  Rights, 
and  at  Liberty  to  ufe  their  Difcretion  as  heretofore,  in 

ftriking  Bills  of  Credit. 

From  this  Account  of  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of 
this  Inftrudion  the  following  obfervations  na¬ 
turally  occur. 

Firfi.  That  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  Addrcf- 
linghis  Majefty  to  fend  over  his  Inftru&ions,  hadno 
other  Defign,  than  to  reftrain  the  American  Legifla-* 
tures  from  palling  fuchLaws,  until  they  could  examine  I 
into  their  feveral  Currencies ;  and  did  not  intend  the'1 
Inftrudion  to  be  general,  or  perpetually  obligatory, 

but  temporary  only. 

.  ■  .•■■■■•■  of;  ."i 

Secondly .  That,  upon  a  full  Examination  of  the 

Matter,  the  Parliament’s  not  including  the  Southern 
Colonies  in  the  Statute  palfed  to  remedy  the  Abufe, 
fufficiently  indicates  their  Intention  to  leave  them  in 
the  entire  Poffeffion  of  their  former  Rights,  with 
Refped  to  the  Paper  Currency  ;  efpecially  the  Char¬ 
ter  governments.  For  had  they  conceived  it  necef. 

fatf 
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lary  to  lay  a  Reftraint  upon  fuch  Colonies,  by  Virtue 
of  thole  Inftrudhons,  they  would  mod:  certainly 
have  included  them  alfo  in  the  Law  ;  for  they 
could  not  be  ignorant  that  *twas  expredly  reported  by 
the  Lords  of  irade,  “  that  Charter  Governments, 
“  their  particular  Charters,  and  Conftitutions, 
“  apprehend  themfelves  to  be  little  dependent  on  the 
Crown,  -  or  the  Inftnj&ions  thereof,  in  Matters  ' 

er  C  r  •  n  •  3s 


of  Legislation 
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Thirdly.  That  as  the  end  propofed  by  the  In- 
ftru&ion,  hath  been  fully  anfwered  by  the  Law,  palfed 
in  17J1  5  and  his  Majefty  hath  never  repeated  his 
Inftru&ion  to  the  Governors  of  this  Province,  nor 
*  the  Houfeof  Commons  requeued  it  of  him,  tho' 
iolicited  thereto,  by  the  .Board  of  Trade,  this  Colony 
muft  be  allowed  by  every  judicious  arid  impartial  Per- 
fon  to  be  exempt  from  the  Force  of  that  Inftruclion  ; 
which  is  become  obfolete.by  Time,  hath  been.fuper-j 
feded  by  the  Examination  and  Law  palfed  for  the 
Eaftern  Governments,  and  is  bv  no 
on  our  Governors. 


*  *  *  *  -  '  •’  <  !  j  .  *  N  *  j-  '  -  ^  f  *  ’»•  %  ^  'X 

But  as  a  further  Proof  of  this,  and  to  Ihew  that  his 

Majefty  and  Council  could  never  conceive  the  Ad- 

•  .h 

drefs 


Votes  September  10,* 
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drefs  of  the"  Commons  intended  to  affe<ft  this  Pro¬ 
vince  5  it  mull  be  obferved  that  while  that  very  Ad« 
drefs  lay  before  them,  viz.,  on  the  12th  of  May  1740, 
his  Majefty  in  Council  was  gracioufly  pleafedto  grant 
his  Royal  Confirmation  to  certain  Laws  of  this  Pro¬ 
vince*,  one  intitled  u  an  A£tfor  the  more  effe dual  pre- 
<c  ferving  the  Credit  of  our  Paper  Money  \  and  another 
for  “  leprinting,  exchanging,  and  remitting  all  the  Bills 
c  of  Credit,  and  for  ftriking  the  further  Sum  of 
u  £,  i  i, 1 10,”  which  added  to  the  Bills  then  palling^ 
amounted  to  the  greateft  Sum  that  had  ever  been  cur« 
rent  in  this  Province. 

Having,  I  hope,  thus  fully  explained  the  Nature 
and  original  of  this  Royal  Inftru&ion,  which  our 
Governors  have  made  their  Pretence  for  reje&ing  the 
Supply  Bills  prefented  to  them  by  the  Affembly  ;  and 
oiven  the  Reader  a  clear  Idea  of  its  Intent,  and  how 

D 

far  it  may  be  deemed  obligatory  on  our  Legiflature, 
I  come  now  to  examine  the  next  Charge  brought  a- 
gainft  the  Affembly  by  this  Writer,  wherein  he  af- 
ferts,  that  “  our  late  Governor  Hamilton ,  upon  receiving 
4C  his  Majefty’s  Orders  to  arm  the  Province,  foil— 
cited  the  Affembly  to  raife  Money  to  enable  them 

to  pay  a  proper  obedience  to  the  Royal  Commands, 
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but  they  totally  dT  egarded  them  and  adjourned.” 
Nc^ei  was  Fad  more  falfely  rep relented  than  this,  nor 
more  eafily  detected  from  the  MefTages  of  Mr  .Ham. 
ilton  and  the  Aflembly  to  each  other.  Mr.  Hamilton 
did  indeed  lay  before  the  Aflembly  a  Letter  from  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Holdernefs  to  them, 
commanding  them  Ct  to  be  in  a  Condition  to  refift 
any  hoftile  Attempts  that  may  be  made  on  any  Part 
of  his  Majefty s  Dominions  within  his  Govern¬ 
ment;  and  requefted  them,  to  enable  him  to  do 
“  what  hisMajefty  would  expetS  from  fo  populous  a 
Cw  Government,  1  he  Affembly  having  on  the  re¬ 
peated  Petitions  of  all  ihe  trading  Part  of  *  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  taken  into  Confideration  our  Trade  and  Cur¬ 
rency,  found  that  to'  Support  our  Commerce,  and 
prevent  its  Decay,  there  was  an  abfolute  neceffity  for 
a  further  Sum  of  Money  to  be  emitted  fin  Bills  of 
Credit.  They  had  therefore  prepared  and  prefented 
to  the  Governor,  a  Bill  for  ilriking  Two  Thoufand 
Founds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  to  be  added  to  the  prefent 
Currency,  and  to  be  emitted  on  Loan,  as  in  former 
Cafes  of  the  like  Nature.  The  Reafon  afligned  by 
flie  Governor,  for  refufing  his  AfTent  to  this  impor¬ 
tant 

Tjad°t  S>  ^e^rUfir?  17f4>  vid.  Report  of  Committee  on 
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Cant  and  neceftary  Bill  appears  extremely  weak,  viz,, 

44  That  this  and  [the  Southern  Colonies,  had  with 
44  'great  Difficulty  been  fayed  out  of  the  late  A6t  of 
(i  Parliament,  retraining  the  Eaftern  Colonies  from 
<4  creating  and  re-emitting  Bills  of  Credit,  except  on 
u  extraordinary  Emergencies.  That  this  Favour  was 
44  fhewn  us  in  particular  by  the  Britijh  Parliament, 

4C  upon  Reprelentations  made  in  our  Behalf,  that  wc 
c<  had  never  exceeded  the  Bounds  of  Moderation, 

i  f 

cC  with  Regard  to  the  Quantities  made  by  us.  And 
44  therefore  he  would  not  pafs  the  Bill,  left  fuch  a 
44  Conduct  might  fubjedl  us  to  the  difpleafure  of  his 
44  Majefty,  and  the  Britijh  Parliament.  The  Aifem- 
bly  reply,  that  they  are  by  no  Means  defirous  of  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  Bounds  of  Moderation ;  that  the  Gold 
and  Silver  formerly  current  here,  had  been  exported 
and  remitted  to  Great-Bnt&in ,  in  return  for  Commo¬ 
dities  received  from  thence  *,  that  our  Trade  really 
laneuifhed  for  want  of  an  Addition  to  our  Paper  Cur¬ 
rency  j  and  that  upon  further  Confederation  they  hoped 
the  Governor  would  find  the  Sum  to  be  Current  after 
the  Deduction  propofed  by  the  Bill  from  the  Sum  to 
be  ftruck,  fo  much  below  what  our  Trade  and  Com-  < 
merce,  and  the  Intercft  of  the  Merchants  And  Manu¬ 
facturers  of  Great-Britain  trading  to  this  Province  re¬ 
quired,  that  it  could  not  fail  of  meeting  his  Appro- 
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bation,  bat,  notwithftanding  this  warm  Reprefen- 

tation  of  the  Neceffity  for  a  further  Medium  of  Trade, 
the  Governor  refufed  the  Bill,  and  nothing  more  was 
done  refpedting  the  Supplies  demanded,  this  Seflion* 

These  Reafons  given  by  Governor  Hamilton ,  for 
refilling  a  Bill  fo  effential  to  the  Trade  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  not  being  fatisfa&ory  to  the  Aflembly  ;  they 
once  mo)  e,  upon  his  demanding  Supplies  to  enable 
him  to  comply  with  his  Majeftys  Orders,  exprcfled 
in  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Letter,  prepared  a  Bill  for 
ftrikirig  Forty  Thoufand  Pounds ,  in  Bills  of  Credit, 
to  be  emitted  on  Loan,  which  they  now  conceived 
would  anfwer  two  good  Purpofes  j  that  of  increa/ing 
our  Currency,  and  of  railing  the  Supplies  called  for 
to  repel  any  Attempts  that  fhould  be  made  on  the  Pro¬ 
vince  by  his  Majeft  v’s  Enemies.  This  Bill  was  attended 
with  a  Melfage  from  the  Aflembly,  declaring,  u  that 
<c  they  conceiv’d  it  not  only  ablolutely  neceflary  to  the 
“  Trade  and  Welfare  of  the  Province,  butalfo  to  the 
“  Support  of  Government  ;  upon  the  Succefs  of 
u  which,  their  Deliberations  at  that  Time  muft,  in  a 
“  great  Meafure,  depend.”  That  they  “  kid  it  bc- 
cc  fore  him  as  a  Bill  of  the  utmoft  Importance,  and 
Cc  to  which  they  unanimoufly  requefted  he  would  be 
“  p leafed  to  give  his  Aflent.”  But  the  Governor, 

th#T 
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fho’  he  had  in  feveral  antecedent  Meffages,  confeffed 
the  Neceflicy  of  a  further ‘Currency  to  Support  our 
Trade,  yet  being  prohibited  by  Proprietary  Infrac¬ 


tions  from  palling  a  Bill  of  that  Nature,  and,  at  the 
fame  Time,  unwilling  to  reveal  them,  he  abfolutely 
refufed  the  Bill,  in  the  following  peremptory  Man¬ 
ner  ?  viz.  “  As  neither  my  Inclination,  the  fhort- 
nefs  and  urgency  of  the  Time,  nor  the  Circum- 


cc 

Cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 


dances  of  my  Health  will  admit  of  my  engaging 
in  a  Controverfy  on  the  Subject  of  the  Paper  Mo¬ 
ney  Bill,  lately  prefented  for  my  Approbation,  I 
will  cut  off  all  Occafion  for  that,  by  giving,  as  I 
hereby  do,  an  abfolute  Negative  to  the  Bill*  Thus, 


unfortunately  for  the  People,  a  Bill  of  the  greated 
Importance  to  the  Trade  and  Welfare  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  and  acknowledged  to  be  fuch  by  the  Gover¬ 
nor  himfelf,  was  finally  fet  afide,  and  in  a  Manner 
very  inconfident  with  the  Freedom  of  Legiflation,  as 
it  tended  to  cut  off  all  Accels  from  the  AfTembly  to 


the  Governor,  and  was  a  Denial  of  any  further  Con¬ 
ference  on  that  Bill.  How  far  this  maybe  confident 
with  the  Freedom  of  a  Bntifo  Parliament,  1  leave 
thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  B  r  it  i ft*  Constitution 
to  judge.  When  a  Bill  is  prefented  for  the  Royal 
Approbation,  to  which  his  Majedy  is  not  pleas  d  to 
affent,  he  anfwers  his  Parliament  in  the  condefcend- 
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ing  Terms,  a  that  he  will  advife  thereon,”  that  he 
1Tia>  riot  be  laid  to  do  an  A<51  tending  to  deprive  his 
People  of  free  Application  and  Accefs  to  his  Royal 
Pe^fon,  on  any  Occalion  whatever.  This  is  the  Con- 

!  I  .  receives  from  his  Sove¬ 

reign,  too  great  it  feems,  to  be  paid  us,  even  from 
the  Deputy  of  a  private  Subject  ;  and  becaufe,  at  f® 
remote  a  Diflance  from  the  Royal  Eye,  and  Protec¬ 
tion,  we  nuift  tamely  fubmit  to  a  Treatment  better 
fuited  to  French  Slaves,  than  Britijh  Freemen* 

i  -  7  »  ,  > 

■  0 

I  must,  however,  do  this  Gentleman  thejufticeto 
acknowledge,  that  he  feemed  well  inclined  {o  do  his 
Country  Service,  had  he  been  a  Free-agent,  and  left, 
in  Matters  of  Legiflation,  to  his  bed  Difcretionf’ 
Had  he  not  been  tied  down  to  Proprietary  Indruc- 
tions,  he  would  have  acquiefced  in  the  regular,  and 
conditional  Meafures  of  the  Affembly,  and  not- 
withdanding  the  Royal  Inftru&ion  fo  much  infilled 
on,  would  mod  certainly  have  palfed  the  Laws  at 
that  Time  fo  necellary  for  the  Support  of  Trade,  and 
Security  of  the  Province.  This  appears  manifefl  be¬ 
yond  Contradiction,  from  hisMeffage  to  the  Alfem- 
bly,  February  the  19th  1754  •,  wherein  he  promifes 
to  concur  with  them  in  palling  a  Law  for  driking  a 
further  Sum  in  Bills  of  Credit ;  to  raife  Supplies  For 

his 
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his  Majefty’s  Ufe,  without  a  fu  (pending  jClaufe,  pror 

'  i  /  *  '  * 

vided  they  would  create  a  Fund  to  fink  it  in  a  few 
Years.  And  thus,  did  this  Inftruiftion,  together  with 
the  ridiculous  refin’d  Reafoning  thereon,  at  once  ya- 
nilh  ;  the  Mift  cleared  up,  and  it  became  vifiblethat 
’twas  not  the  Fear  of  “  incurring  his  Majefty  s  higheft 
u  Dilpleafiure,”  but  fome  other  latent  Caufe,  which 
prevented  the  Money  Bills,  out  of  which  Supplies 
were  to  be  raifed,  from  being  accepted  ;  and  fo  far 
had  his  Majefty’s  Inftru&ion  been  dilhonoured,  as  to 
ferve  by  Way  of  Mask  or  Screen  to  thofe  of  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries.  In  Reality,  ever  fince Proprietary  Inftruc- 
tions  are  grown  falhionable,  tis  the  Mafter  Policy  of 
Governors,  to  find  out  fome  Older  or  other  Of 
the  King,  or  his  Miniftry,  to  fix  the  Odium,  and  Im¬ 
putation  of  the  vehement  Oppofition  they  give  to 
the  enadling  falutary  Laws  upon,  while  the  true  one 
lies  concealed  behind  the  Curtain,  blow,  whether 

f  ,  *  y  ■  *  *  ’ 

this  be  a  (fling  with  Fidelity,  Loyalty,  and  Duty  to¬ 
wards  their  Sovereign  ;  whether  it  be  juftifiable  in  a 
Proprietary  to  permit,  or  in  a  Governor  toproflitute 
his  Majefly’s  Royal  Orders  to  filch  unworthy  Purpofes, 
and  in  a  Manner  tending  to  alienate  the  Affecftionsof 
his  Subjedls  from  his  Royal  Perfon,  is  humbly  lub- 
mitted  to  the  Judgment  of  himfelfj  his  Miniftry,  and 

Parliament.  ’  Moft  certainly,  never  was  a  Royal  In- 

ftrudtion 
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ftmftion  fo  mifcrably  bandied  about  >  fo  fcandafoufly 
perverted,  and  at  laft  fo  fhamefuily  and  filently 
given  up,  as  this  has  been. 

The  Aflembly  being  met  according  to  adjourn- 
Pient,  aProfped  now  opened  itfelf  to  them  of  grant¬ 
ing  Supplies  in  a  Way  that  would  meet  with  Accep¬ 
tance.  By  his  Meflageof  February  19th,  1754.  The 
Governor  had  waved  the  Royal  InAruftion,  on  which 
he  had  fo  long  founded  his  Reafons  for  rejecting  the 
Supply  Bills,  and  promifed,  as  I  above  hinted,  cc  That 
if  the  Aflembly  fhould  be  of  Opinion  that  there 
was  a  Neceffity  to  ftrike  a  farther  Sum  in  Bills  of 
Credit,  to  defray  the  Charges  of  raifng  Supplies 
“  for  ,lis  Majefty  s  Service,  in  this  Time  of  tmmi- 
neni  Danger,  and  will  create  a  proper  Fund  or 
Funds,  for  fi nking  tne  fame  in  a  few  Years,  he 
“  would  concur  with  them  in  palling  a  Law  for  that 
“  Purpofe/’  And  by  hisMeflage  of  the  28th  of  the 
fame  Month,  having  acknowledged  that  the  Term  of 
10  Years  for  extending  the  Excife,  in  Order  to  fink 
the  £*5000  granted  to  the  Kings  U/e,  in  Governor 
Thomas's  Adminiftration,  “  was  but  a  fhort  Space  of 
Time.”  The  Aflembly,  deeply  affe&ed  with  the 
public  Diftrefs,  did,  in  Obedience  to  his  Majefty’s 
Orders,  and  to  enable  the  Governor  to  defend  the 

Province, 
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Province,  forbear  to  infift  on  the  Bill  for  a  further 
Currency,  tho’  even  then  highly  necefFary,  and  come 
into  the  Meafines  propofed  by  the  Governor  him- 
(elf  for  Defence  of  the  Province.  They  therefore 
formed  a  Bill  ftri&ly  agreeable  to  the  Governor’s  Di¬ 
rections  in  the  forementioned  MelEages,  for  (hiking 
^.goooo  in  Bills  of  Credit,  for  granting  £.10000 
thereof  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  and  for  applying  the  re¬ 
maining  ^.20000  to  the  Exchange  of  torn  and  ragged 

4 

Bills  then  Current  in  the  Province  but  fcarcely  paya¬ 
ble*  and  for  (inking  the  £.10000  by  an  Excife  on 
ftrong  Liquors,  in  ten  Years,  the  fame  Space  of  Time, 
which  the  Governor  agreed  to  be  “  a  fhort  one,” 
for  finking  £.5000  They  could  not  fufpeCt  that  the 
Governor  would  fo  far  deviate  from  his  own  Propo- 
fal  and  Promife,  as  to  refufe  a  Bill  made  in  Purfu- 
ance  thereof,  and  which  was  to  (ink  ^.ioooo  in  the 
fame  Space  of  Time,  Governor  Thomas  had  paffed 
a  Law  for  finking  £>.  fooo  only,  which  Law  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  Royal  Approbation.  But  herein,  they 
were,  to  their  extreme  Surprize,  difappointed.  For, 
notwithftanding  the  Danger  which  the  Province  then 
was  in,  by  the  daily  Approach  of  the  French  nearer 
and  nearer  to  our  Borders,  and  the  Expul  (ion  of  the 
Virginians  from  their  Fort  on  the  Ohio >  to  recover 
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which,  an  Expedition  was  then  carrying  on,  which 
this  feafonable  Supply  would  have  helped  to  facilitate'; 
notwithftanding  all  tliis,  fo  immoveably  attached  was 
our  Governor  to  his  private  Infltudtions ;  fo  regard- 
lefs  of  his  own  Promife,  and  his  Majefty’s  Orders 
and  Service,  that  he  refufed  the  Supplies  granted  by 
the  Bill,  and  put  the  Aflembly  off  with  this  frivolous 
and  evafive  Anfwer,  viz.,  “  That  he  could  fee  no 
“  Reafon  for  extending’  the  Excife  longer  than  four 
“  Years  beyond  the  Date  of  its  prefent  Limitation. ’’ 
ThR  was  the  Reafon  affigned  by  Mr.  Hamilton  for 

rV  ’  *  •  *  4 

reje&ing  the  fupplies,  the  Objection  founded  on  the 
Royal  Inftrudtion  having  tong  beeii  dropt  ;  Yet 
Would  our  ingenuous  and  faithful  Pamphleteer  infinu- 
ate,  that  this  Royal  Inftru&ion  Was  the  chief  Caufe, 
and  that  the  Aftemhly  cc  knew  veiy  well,  before  they 
“  propofed  the  Bill,  that  he  could  not  give  his  A/Tent 
tC  thereto,  without  incurring  his  Majefty’s  higheftDif- 
pleafure  ;  tho’  he  had  but  in  the  f  Page  before, 
con  fe  fled  that  Mr.  Hamilton  <c  let  them  know,  he 
would,  in  the  prefent  Emergency,  pals  the  Bill, 
“  without  the  fufpending  Claufe,  enjoined  by  the 
<4  Royal  Inftrudion. 


In  anfv/er  to  this  fhuffling  Meftagc  of  the  Cover- 
nor,  and  in  Support  of  then  Rights  as  a  Houfe  of 
Commons,  theAflcmbly  f  juftly  replied,  that  “they, 
ct  as  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  have  the  un- 
4C  doubted  Right  to  judge  and  determine,  not  only 
“  of  the  Sum  to  be  railed  for  theUfe  of  the  Crown, 
u  but  alfo  of  the  Manner  of  railing  it/’  They  further  tell 
him,  that  they  then  offered  ^.10,000  to  the  Crown, 
and  propofed  a  Manner  of  railing  it,  which  they 
judged  1110ft  eafy  and  convenient  for  the  People  they 
feprefent.  They  alfo  call  in  Queftion  his  Senfe  of 
the  imminent  Danger  the  Province  was  then  in,  as 
they  could  not  think:  it  pollible  for  him  to  refufe  a 
Supply  Bill  at  filch  a  Time,  u  merely  from  ah  OpH 
“  nion  that  a  fliorter  Time  for  finking  the  Bills  would 
<c  be  more  eafy  for  the  People/’ 

y  0 

Hereupon  the  Governor  grows  warm,  and  by  a 
wanton,  extraordinary  Demand,  gives  evident  Proof 
of  a  Deiign  laid  to  difpofTefs  the  Aftembly  of  them 
Privilege  to  fix  the  Mode  of  granting  Supplies  3  a  Pri¬ 
vilege  the  mod  ellential  they  enjoy,  and  which  when 
ravifhed  from  them,  would  reduce  them  to  mere  Cy¬ 
phers  in  the  Conftitution.  He  rejoins,  and  juftifies 
his  Amendments  of  the  Supply  Bills  with  much  Ve¬ 
il  hemencc. 


t  Votes*  May  if,  I7f4* 


hemence,  *  Declaring,  that  “  he  has  a  Right  to  ex- 

“  erc,,e  }l's  Judgment,  with  Refpedt  to  Money-Bills, 
“  farther  than  either  to  approve  or  rejedf  them  as 
they  are  offered.  1  he  Reafon  he  gives  is  no  lefs 
extraordinary  than  his  Claim  ;  for  he  afferts,  that 
f‘  the  Governors  of  this  Province,  are  inverted  with 
“  one  Hal^  of  the  lcgiflative  Power,  and  equally 
“  concerned  in  Duty  to  confult  the  Eafe,  Freedom, 
and  Welfare  of  the  People  commited  to  their 
Care.”  The  Injuftice  and  Abfurdity  of  fuch  a 
Claim,  is  well  known  to  every  Body,  who  knows  any 
Thing  of  our  Mother  Conilitution.  There  the  King 
and  Lords  in  Parliament,  are  inverted  with  two  Thirds 
of  the  legi flative  Power  ;  the  Duty  of  consulting  the 
Eale,  Freedom  and  Welfare  of  the  People,  is  as  much 
incumbent  upon  them,  as  upon  the  Commons,  and 
yet  they  never,  at  prefeint,  prefume  to  meddle  with 
Supply  Bills,  or  make  Amendments  therein  j  and  tho> 
the  Lords  have  heretofore  attempted  it,  they  were 
always  obliged  to  give  Way,  and  have  now  left  the 
Commons  in  the  full  Enjoyment  of  that  effential 
Privilege  of  granting  Supplies  and  Aids  to  the  Crown, 
in  their  own  Way. 

/ 

t  * 

The  Reafon  which  our  Pamphleteer  artigns  to  juf.. 
tify  this  unconftitutional  Invaficn  of  the  Affembly  s 

moll 
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mofl  eflential  Privilege,  is,  that  cc  in  that  Space  of 
“  Time,  the  Excife  would  raife  ^^JOOO,  viz* 
a  1 0,000  for  the  Kings  Ufe,  and  the  remaining, 
“  ^.35000  would  have  been  at  their  own  difpofal, 
44  for  what  Ufes  they  might  think  fit.”  This  worthy 
Patriot  would  perhaps  think  it  more  juft  and 
equitable  that  this  Sum  fhould  be  committed  to 
the  Difpofal  of  our  Proprietaries,  who  contributed  no¬ 
thing  towards  it  \  who  have  ever  enjoyed  an  Immunity 
from  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  Government ;  nay^ 
who  have  refufed  to  permit  their  Eftates  to  be  taxed 
for  the  immediate  Defence  of  the  Province,  in  Com-  x 
mon  with  thofe  of  the  Inhabitants,  tho'  the  Country  lay 
bleeding  in  almoft  every  Part  of  its  Frontiers,  rather 
than  entrufted  in  the  Hands  of  thofe  out  of  whofe 
Fortunes  and  Eftates  the  whole  was  to  be  levy’d  ;  and 
thus,  according  to  his  Principles  of  Equity,  Perfons 
who  have  neither  Inclination,  Senfe  of  Intereft,  Du¬ 
ty,  or  any  other  Obligation  to  difpofe  of  it  for  the 
Public  Utility,  fhould  have  the  Power  of  laying  it 
out.  The  Affembly  has  never  claimed  the  foie  DiC- 
pofition  of  any  Money  to  which  the  Proprietaries 
contributed,  but  have,  on  the  contrary,  allowed  that 
very  Contribution  to  entitle  them,  in  Juftice,  to  a 
Voice  in  fucfa  Difpofition.  This  appears  evident  from 

L  2  the 
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the  late  Dili  for  granting  £.  60,000  to  the  King’s  Ufe$ 
in  the  Difpofition  of  which  the  Proprietaries  Deputy 
had  a  Negative.  But  our  Proprietaries  have  not  bpeq 
io  reafonablc  on  their  Part  ;  for  altho’  the  People 
have  (olely  fupported  the  Government,  and  the 
Airembly  hath  adopted  to  a  Law  for  exempting  their 
Mates  from  bearing  any  Share  in  tire  common  Ex- 

pence,?,  and  altho  his  Majefty  has  concurred  in  giving 
die  Afle  mbJy  the  Difpofition  of  their  own  Funds,  by 
his  Aflent  to  the  Laws  for  that  Purpofe,  fettt  over  for 
his  Royal  Approbation,  yet  not  fatisfied  with  this 
Exemption,  they  are  grafping  at  the  Difpofition  of 
thofe  very  Funds,  which  his  Majcfty  has  been  pleafed 
rethink  moll fafe  in  the  Hands  of  theAilembly,  and 
to  which  they  were  not  to  contribute  a  Angle  Penny. 

Our  Author  proceeds  in  his  Vindication  of  the 
governor,  by  averting,  that  “  Jle  ju%  confidered,, 
“  if  he  fiiould  pals  rfiis  Bill,  it  would  be  giving  the 
K  Government  out  of  his  Hands,  and  rendering 

h,n?fcIf  and  his  Succeflors  entirely  unnecelTary  in 

the  Admimftratjon  fot  twelve  Years.”  This  ..ffer- 
rion,  like  the  reft,  is  quite  upfupported  by  Proof,  as 
well  as  contradictory  to  Reafon  and  Experience, 
Jie  A/Tembly  have,  for  near  forty!  Years  part,  had 
fit  their  Hands  the  Difpofal  of  the  Supplies  of  the 

hafSf  and  the  Jptcreft  typney  arifing  on  the  Bills  of 

.  •  1  *  *  * 


Credit  lent  to  the  People  ;  and  yet  neither  the  Kin?, 
nor  Proprietaries,  have  been  of  Opinion,  that  a  Go¬ 
vernor  was  thereby  rendered  unneceflary  in  the  Ad- 
mini  firatien ;  forir  deprives  him  neither  of  his  le<n~ 
llative  nor  military  Capacity ;  he  retains  the  (lime  Power 
of  granting  all  Offices  during  his  Pleafetre,  He  re¬ 
mains  entitled  to  the  fame  Profits  and  Perquisites  of 
Government,  and  has  the  fame  Power  of  coiledlinp- 
them.  This fine-fpun  Reafcn  therefore  beino  invalid, 
the3e  mu  ft  needs  be  tome  other  which  the  Gentleman 
chofe  not  to  reveal.  Had  he  meant  that  the  Gover¬ 
nor  would  be  thereby  rendered  in  fome  Sort  u  un- 
neceifary  to  thofe  who  were  the  Creatures  and  De¬ 
pendents  of  himfelf,  and  the  Proprietaries,  there 
had  been  Truth  in  it.  Here  lay  the  grand  Secret, 
hinc  ilh c  Lachryma^  This  was  the  Subject  of  his  La¬ 
mentation .  Let  the  Ailembly  be  once  deprived  of 
this  long-eqjoyed  Privilege,  the  good  Effefis  where¬ 
of  have  been  fo  happily  experienced  by  this  Province, 
and  let  it  be  veiled  in  the  Hands  of  our  Governors, 
they  will  then  have  it  in  their  Power  to  retain  fuch  a 

X 

Cqmpenfation  for  their  eminent  Services,  as  they,  in 
their  own  Difcretion,  may  think  meet.  This  inge¬ 
nious  Author,  will  then  be  amply  recompenfed  for  the 
many  Declamations  he  has  publifhed  againfl  the  Con - 
Jfltmion  y  and  every  fervile  Courtier  wilt  for  his  ex¬ 
traordinary 
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[  84  ]  • 

traordinary  Merit ,  be  maintained  and  Supported  out 
of  the  Peoples  Pocket.  Nay  more,  the  AfTembly 
would  be  no  longer  able  to  continue  Agents  in  Lorido*, 
to  make  the  neceifary  Reprefentations  of  «the  Affairs 
of  the  Province  to  the  King  or  Parliament,  to  lay 
their  Grievances  before  them  and  Petition  for  Re- 
drefs;  but  our  Governors,  fetat  large  from  that  Con- 
troul,  might  for  ever  after  oppre fs  and  tyrannize 
with  Impunity. 


Erf 


He  adds,  it  would  be  putting  ^.35000  into 
a  the  Hands  of  the  Aflembly,  ftill  more  to  increafe 
£C  their  Power,  and  lay  out  in  Schemes  to  abridge 
the  Power  of  their  Proprietaries  and  Governors; 
and  to  opprefs  thofe  who  oppofe  their  Meafures.” 
High  Crimes  thefe  indeed  !  But  how  aftonifhing  and 
ridiculous  will  my  Reader  think  it,  that  the  only 
Proofs  he  brings,  if  he  brings  any,  in  Support  of 
them,  are  the  Building  Hofpitals,  and  fuch  like 
public,  humane,  and  charitable  Undertakings  J  As 
theiefoie,  this  Gentleman  hath  thought  it  expedient  to 

mention  thefe  Matters,  I  muff  beg  Leave  to  give  my 
Reader  fome  fhort  Account  of  them* 


In 
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4  . 

In  1741  Governor  Thomas  reprefented  to  the  A  £ 
fembly  that  infectious  Difeafes  were  frequently  im¬ 
ported  by  Palatine  and  other  Ships,  which  fpread 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  attended  with 
very  melancholy  Circum fiances  \  and  afro,  that  thofe 
Ships  were  generally  fo  tall  of  Pafiengcrs,  that  he 
could  not  oblige  them  to  perform  Quarentine,  with¬ 
out  endangering  their  Lives  by  the  Confinement  and 
InfeCtion  together.  In  Purfuance  of  this  Appli¬ 
cation^  theAlfembly  purchafed  an  Illand  ten  Miles  be¬ 
low  the  City,  and  raifed  fome  additional  Buildings  to 
thofe  already  on  it,  which  are  now  made  a  Pefthoufe^ 
for  the  Reception  and  Accommodation  of  the  Sick  5 
and  by  Means  thereof,  great  Numbers  have  been  fince 
refcued  from  the  Jaws  of  Death.  The  Man  who 
would  charge  an  ACt  of  fuch  Benevolence  and  Hu¬ 
manity  as  a  Crime  upon  the  Afiembly,  mult  be  one 
who  has  a  Heart  infenfible  to  both.  But  if  it  really 
mult  be  conltrued  as  a  Crime  by  this  fevere  Judge* 
why  is  the  Aflembly  only  accufed  it  was  firlt  pro- 
pofed  and  lolicited  by  the  Governor^  and  a  Law  was 
by  him  palled  for  that  Purpose. 

Another  Proof  of  this  Charge,  is  the  ereCtion  of 
an  Hofpital  for  the  Lame,  the  Maimed,  the  Mad, 
and  the  Wounded  ;  an  undertaking  that  fets  the  Ge¬ 
nerality,  and  Public  Spirit  of  our  Proprietaries,  and 

*  _ 

this  Advocate  of  theirs,  in  a  true  Lights. 


In 
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[  86  ]  ' 

In  175  i  a  confiderable  Number  of  the  Inhabitants 

of  Philadelphia ,  prefen  ted  a  Petition  to  the  AfiTem- 

. 

bly,  requeuing  their  alliftance  towards  Building  a 
Provincial  Holpital,  to  he  put  under  fuch  Regula_ 
tions  as  the  Houfe  fhould  think  proper.  Agreeable 
to  this,  the  Affembly  formed  and  palled  a  Bill,  which 
received  tire  Governor’s  AlTenr,  and  was  enabled  into 
a  Law  ;  Incorporating  the  Contributors,  by  the  Name 
of  the  Contributors  of  the  Pennfylvania  Hofpital  ; 
and  dir  editing,  that  as  foon  as  they  fhall  have  railed  by 
their  Contributions,  a  Capital  Stock  of  £.iqoo,  the 
Speaker  fhould,  Sign  an  Order  on  the  Provincial 
Tiealnrcr  for  £,2,000  more,  payable  to  the  frealurer  of 
the  Hofpital,  to  be  applyed  to  the  Founding,  Building, 
and  Furni filing  the  fame.  Under  Countenance  of 
this  Law,  a  Subfcription  was  let  on  Foot,  whichin  a 
fhort  Time  amounted  to  more  than  the  Sum  required 
by  the  A£h  Nothing  was  now  wanting  but  3  Piece 
of  Ground  to  ere<5t  the  Hofpital  upon  ;  well  allured  * 
therefore  that  the  Proprietaries  would  do  any  Thing 
in  Reafon  to  promote  a  Defig n  fo  laudable,  fo  full  of 
Benevolence  and  Humanity,  the  Managers  applyed  ro 
them,  in  a  very  refpe&ful  Addrefs,  for  a  Lot  of 
Ground,  which  they  thought  commodious  for  their 
Purpofe,  They  declared  themfelves  extremely  well 
affected  towards  the  Dcfign3  and  promifed  to  give  it 

all 


( 
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all  the  Encouragement  it  merited.  But  alas !  Words 

r  4  *  ■  r 

are  not  always  accompanied  with  Aftions.  This  Maxini 
was  remarkably  verified  by  the  Conduit  of  our  Pro- 
prietaries ;  they  refufed  to  grant  the  Lot  of  Ground 
that  was  requeued  *,  nay,  they  refufed  even  to  fell  it  * 
fo  far  were  they  from  giving  the  leaft  Encouragement 
to  this  Benevolent  Scheme,  that  they  did  as  much  as  lay 
in  tnem  t®  diicourage  it:  By  aCommifiion  which  they 
fent  over  to  the  Governor  empowering  him  to  grant  a 
Charter  of  Incorporation  to  the  Managers  of  the  Hos¬ 
pital,  they  abridged  them  even  of  thofe  Privileges,  and 
Advantages  already  granted  to  them  by  the  Law  f  it! 
lieu  of  the  Piece  of  Ground  which  had  been  fixed  upon* 
they  offered  a  foggy,  damp,  unwholefome  Lot,  fitter 
for  a  Burial  Place,  (to  which  Part  of  it  had  been  ap¬ 
propriated,)  than  an  Hofpital  intended  for  the  Reitera¬ 
tion  of  Health  •,  and  even  this  was  not  in  their  Power 

,  %  i  * 

to  bdtew  y  the  late  Honorable  Proprietary  had  al¬ 
ready  granted  it  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  for 
.Public  Uies  •,  as  appears  evidently  from  a  Map  or  the 
City  drawn  by  the  Proprietary-Surveyot-General  i 

M  However* 

,  f  They  Iiib j ecfrcd  the  Hofpital  to  Vifitbrs  of  their  own  Ap¬ 
pointment  j  and  a  Provifo  was  to  be  inierted  irt  their  charter* 
by  which  the  Lot,  and  confequently  the  Buildings  arid  Improve” 
ments  made  thereon,  were  to  revert  to  the  Proprietaries* 
Failure  of  a  fucceflion  of  Contributors,  which  muff  neceda'rl  f 
have  happened,  astheSum  allowed  for  PsSupjpbfrt  was limit  sth  • 
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[  *8  ] 

riowevei,  the  aftivicy  of  the  Managers  fufmoilntcd 
thefe  Impediments *,  they  purchafed  a  Lot  of  private 
Perfons,  and  have  firice  that  conduced  the  Inftitutiori 
with  fo  much  Spirit,  Skill,  and  OEconomy,  that  it 
now  thrives  even  beyond  the  Hopes  of  its  warmed 
Promoters.  From  the  Account  given  of  this  Affair* 
>>  hidi  is  p re ci Ely  juft,  the  Reader  will  fee,  that  were 
I  any  ways  inclined  to  Satyr,  I  have  here  full  Scope 
to  exert  it  *,  there  is  fomething  (o  extremely  unge- 
nercus,  not  to  fay  inhuman,  in  the  Conduft  of  our 
Author  and  his  Patrons,  with  RefpeX  to  it,  as  well 
Merits  to  be  expofed  in  the  mod  fevere  Terms.  I  fhall 
however  wave  ity  and  leave  the  Reader  to  his  own  Re¬ 
flexions.  But  differ  me  to  vindicate  our  Ademblv,  and 
CO  rav,  if  the  Encouragement  they  gave  to  thefe  chari- 

v  ,  •  r\  « 

table  Undertakings  be  a  Profufioiv  as  the  Author  of 
the  B.  S.  and  B.  V.  intimates,  ’tis  a  Pfojfufion  they 
may  glor?  in  j  ’tis  a  Profufion  judified  by  the  Laws  of 
Humanity,  the  Diftates  of  Religion,  and  the  Example 
of  every  civilized  Nation  in  the  Univerfe. 

I  now  leave  this  Dimreflion,  which  the  Author  I  am 
animadverting  upon,  has  made  necelfary,  and  return 
to  my  Subje&v 
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I  f  v  4 

From  the  Explanation  I  have  given  of  the  f  a&s,  it 

appears  plainly,  I  hope,  that  the  Aflemhly  had  nothing 

more  at  Heart  than  the  Defence  of  their  Country  ; 

that,  with  the  greateft  Chearfulnefs,  they  have  always 

granted  Supplies,  in  fuch  Manner  as  they  were  able, 

without  oppreffing  the  People,  whenever  his  Majcfty’s 

Service,  and  the  Intereft  of  their  County  required  j 

and,  in  all  human  Probability,  had  the  Governor  pat 

fed  the  Bill  for  granting  £.10,000  to  his  Majefty’sUfe, 

when  it  was  prefented  to  him,  proceeded  to  levy 

Troops,  and  fent  them  in  Time  to  the  Afliftance  of  Mr. 

Wafhington,  that  Gentleman’s  unhappy  Defeat  would 

have  been  prevented,  and  the  long  Train  of  Mifchiefs 

attending  it,  averted. 

♦ 

On  his  Defeat  Mr.  Hamilton  again  demanded  Sup¬ 
plies  of  the  AlTembly,  who,  with  their  ufual  Chear¬ 
fulnefs,  voted  £*.15000  for  his  Majefty’s  Ufe,  to  be 
funk  as  by  the  former  Bill  *,  but  it  met  the  fame  Fare 
with  that,  and  was  rejected. 

Disgusted  at  the  numberlefs  Difficulties  impofed 

r%  f  i 

upon  him  by  thefe  oppreffive  Inftrudtions  j  and  fhocked 

at  the  odious  Alternative  he  lay  expofed  to,  either  of 

becoming  the  unwilling  Inftrument  of  difobeying  Ins 

Majefty’s  Inftru&ions  for  the  Defence  of  the  Province, 

and 


\ 
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Ox  enflaving  his  Country,  in  which  common  Cala- 
mity,  himlelf  his  Friends,  and  Relations,  would  be  in- 
YoWed;  or  elfe  of  Ruining  his  Fortune  by  a  Forfeiture 
oF  his  Bond,  Ait.  H nmilton  wrote  the  Proprietaries 
Oi.d  tha.L  he  intended  fhortly  to  refign  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  he  adually  did. 

He  was  fticceeded  by  Air.  Morris ,  who  as  our  Au¬ 
thor  aflerts,  (c  Spoke  in  the  moft  pathetic  Terms  to 
cc  the  new  Affembly,  compofed  of  the  old  Alembert 
*c  who.  offered  a  Bill  for  -£,10000  conceived  in  the 
fame  Terms  as  before,  tho5  he  had  told  them  before¬ 
hand,  that  he  was  lubjected  to  the  fame  Inflru6tions 


as  his  Predecedors,  and  could  not  pals  any  luch  Bill 
into  a  Law*  In  this,  as  in  every  other  Inftance,  he 
hath  fiipprefled  fo  much  of  every  Tranfadion,  as  difa- 
bks  the  World  from  judging  with  any  Certainty  con¬ 
cerning  it.  But  as  the  F»ft  hinted  at  is  material,  it 
deferves  a  more  particular  Explanation, 

.  *  ”  *  V  -  > 


By  his  Aiedagc  of  the  third  of  JDeccr^ber , 
the  Governor  very  juftly  pointed  out  the  dangerous  Cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Province,  and  called  on  the  Adembly 
for  Supplies  r-o  enable  him  to  execute  the  King’s  Com¬ 
mands.  But  never,  as  this  Writer  exprdly,  and  falfe- 
jy  afhrms,  had  C£  told  them  beforehand.,  that  he  \va s 

cc  fubjefted 
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“  fubjedted  to  the  fame  Inftrudtions  as  his  PredccefTors,’* 
till  about  a  Month  after,  in  his  MefTage  of  the  thirtieth 
of  December  •,  he  fays,  «  it  was  certainly  true  that  he 
“  had  Proprietary  Inftrudtions.”  Thus,  does  this 
Writer  never  fail,  in  Defpite  of  Juftice,  Candor,  Con¬ 
fidence,  and  every  honorable  Motive,  either  to  falfify, 
®r,  at  leaft,  mifreprefent  every  Fadt  he  has  taken  upon 
him  to  relate. 

r 

i 

1  n  anfwer  to  the  Governors  firft  Meflage,  the  Aflem- 
bly  by  another  of  the  fourteenth,  declare,  <c  that  they 
**  account  it  their  indifpenfable  Duty  to  do  every  Thing 
in  their  Pov/er  to  comply  with  his  Majefty’s  Royal 
*c  Orders,  or  that  may  contribute  to  the  Welfare  of  th$ 
u  People  they  reprefent.”  And  therefore,  cc  hadchear- 
fully  and  almoft  unanimoufly  voted  £.10000  for  the 
“  King’s  Ufe.”  Adding  further,  cc  that  they  had  Rea- 
*c  fon  to  believe,  that  the  Sums  granted  to  the  King’s 
“  Ufe  by  the  late  Aflembly,  had  the  then  Governor 
“  been  pleafed  to  pafs  the  Bills  offered  to  him  for  that 
Purpofe,  might,  in  a  great  Meafure,  if  not  totally 
<c  have  prevented  the  bad  Situation  of  our  Affairs  at 
prefent,  and  placed  their  Duty  to  the  beft  of  King’s, 
among  the  moft  loving  and  faithful  of  his  Subjects.” 


I 
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A  Message  (o  cntidic!,  and  an  Offer  fo  generous  on 
rhe  Part  of  the  A  (Terribly,  greatly  embarrafled  the  Go¬ 
vernors  Conduct.  The  Country  was  entirely  defence- 
lefs;  the  Aflcmbly  by  a  Variety  of  Offers,  had  given 
undeniable  Teftimony  of  their  Inclination,  and  Zeal  to 
defend  it  ■,  they  had  railed  the  former  Sums  offered, 
up  to  jC.  20000.  Shouldhe  refute  the  Sum,  the  Gover¬ 
nor  faw  that  the  Frontiers  mult  dill  lie  expo  fed  to  the 
Encroachments  and  Ravages  of  the  Enemy  ;  and  accept 
it  he  could  not,  without  breaking  through  the  Proprie- 
taries  Inftru&ions,  a  Forfeiture  of  his  Bond,  and  con- 
fcquently  great  Detriment  to  his  Fortune.  To  extricate 
Iiimfelf  out  of  this  Dilemma  with  Honor,  was  no  very 
Matter.  In  vain  did  he  labor  for  Arguments  in 
his  Reply;  nofolidReafon  could  be  given  for  rejecting 
a  Supply  fo  confiderable,  at  a  Time  of  fuch  imminent 
Danger  and  Diftrefs.  Like  a  drowning  Man,  who 
catches  at  a  Straw,  he  firft  lays  hold  upon  the  Royal  In- 
ffcrudion,  that  has  been  io  largely  explained  above,  de¬ 
claring,  cc  that  he  could  not  agree  to  the  Bill  by  any 
cc  Means,  as  he  was  forbid  by  the  Royal  Inftru&ion  to 
pafs  any  Law  for  creating  Money  in  Bills  of  Credit 
«  without  a  fufpending  Claufe,  that  it  fhouk}  not  take 
cc  Effed  till  his  Majefty’s  Pleafure  be  known,”  and  fends 
down  Sir  Dudley  Riders  Opinion  to  prove  that  it  was 

<c  in  full  Force  and  binding  on  him.”  But  this  being 

too 
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too  thin  a  Veil  to  hide  his  Proprietary  Inftruftions,  he 
takes  Shelter  under  the  Aft  of  Parliament,  reftraining 
the  four  eaftern  Governments  from  emitting  Paper  Cur¬ 
rency,  unlefs  in  Cafes  of  Emergency  *,  and  promifes  the 
Affembly,  that,  “  as  he  hoped  he  fhould  he  juftified 
“  in  thinking  that  the  Reafon  holds  good  as  to  us,  he 
will  join  in  any  Bill  they  fhould  think  our  preffing 
«  Occafions  demand,  provided  a  Fund  be  efiablilhed 
«  for  finking  the  lame  in  five  Years.”  His  fecond 
Paragraph  is  firangely  inconfiftent  with  his  firft  *, 
for  there  he  agrees  to  drop  the  fufpending  Claufe  en¬ 
joined  by  the  Royal  Infiruftion,  and  pals  a  Bill  without 
it,  but  in  the  fecond,  cc  he  hopes  when  they,  viz.  the 
cc  Aflembly,  come  to  refleft  on  the  Obligations  he  is 
“  under  to  pay  Obedience  to  his  Majefty’s  Inftruftions, 
they  will  not  prefs  him  to  difobey  them  •>”  nay,  owns 
himfelf  convinced,  that  cc  they  aft  from  upright  Mo- 
<c  tives,  and  agreeable  to  what  they  efteem  the  true  In- 

<c  tereft  of  their  Country.” 

\  , 

The  Ablurdity,  and  palpable  Contradiftions  in  this 
Mode  of  Reafoning,  demand  our  animadverfiom 
Firft  then,  the  Governor  declares  himfelf  cc  forbid  by 
the  Royal  Infiruftion  to  pals  the  Law  without  a  fu£ 
<c  pending  Claufe  and  fent  down  Sir  Dudley  Rider  $ 

Opinion  to  prove  it  binding  upon  him  ;  he  hopes  that 

the 


i 
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V  * 

the  AfFembly  will  not  prefs  him  to  difobey  it/  and  yet* 
in  Defpite  of  all  this,  offers,  without  the  leaft  folici- 
tation,  to  wave  that  very  Inftru&ion,  and  that  very 
fu  (pending  Claufe,  and  to  pafs  a  Law  without  it,  in 
Cafe  they  would  provide  a  Fund  to  fink  the  Bills  in  five 
Years,  conformable  to  the  Ad  of  Parliament  made  for 
the  Pattern  Colonies.  Now,  I  would  ask,  what  Con¬ 
nexion  this  Ad  of  Parliament  hath  with  the  Royal  In- 
(fruition,  or  what  Dependence  the  Royal  Inftrudion 
hath  upon  this  Ad  of  Parliament  ?  How  could  the 
Governor’s  Influence  and  Authority,  much  lefs  his  Con- 
je&ures,  make  an  Ad  of  Parliament,  particularly  con- 
fined  to  the  Eaftern  Governments,  extend  to  this  Pro¬ 
vince  )  Or  had  he  mch  Power,  how  could  he  imagine 
it  would  take  off  the  Force  and  Obligation  of  the 
Royal  Inttrudion,  and  favq  him  from  his  Majefty’s  Dif- 
pleafure,  if  it  were  really  in  Force  ? 

Thus  at  length  was  the  Royal  Inftrudion,  fo  long 
Qbjcded  both  by  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Morris  as  aii 
infuperable  Impediment  to  their  patting  the  Supply  Bills* 
tho’  I  have  above  proved  it  not  to  be  binding  on  our 
Governors,  exprefiv  wav’d. 

The  Aflembly  therefore  had  the  flrongeft  Reafonst© 
fiufped  that  the  Governor  was  debarred  from  a  Dif- 


k  i  *  A 

Charge  of  his  Duty  by  fee  re  r  Proprietary  Inftrmftiorts, 
which  retrained  him  from  pafftng  any  Law  for  raifin* 
Money  by  Bills  of  Credit,  unlefs  a  Fund  was  eftd- 
blilhed  to  fink  it  in  five  Years  •,  thefe  Reafons  Were 
corroborated  by  refle&ing  on  the  Difpleafure  which 
their  Proprietaries  conceived  at  their  not  having  i 
Hand  in  the  Difpofition  of  the  People’s  Money,  thd“ 
railed  on  their  own  Fortunes  and  E dates,  without  the 
leaft  Contribution,  from  themfelvesor  their  Deputies^ 

i  *  \  . 

Determined  therefore,  to  remove  fuch  iniquitous  Ob~ 
ftru&ions  to^  Public  Meafures,  and  the  Defence  o£ 
their  Country,  they  affured  the  Governor  by  a  Met 
lags  December  20th,  that  they  had  refolved  to  apply 
for  Redrefs  either  to  the  Crown,  the  Lords  of  Trad*** 
or  even  the  Proprietaries  themfelves  as  the  Cafe  fhoukl 
require  \  and  moreover  requeftedhim  to  inform  them, 
whether  the  Royal  Inftruftion  was  the  only  Imp&~ 
diment,  or  whether  he  had  any  further  Imtruftioiis 
u  from  the  Proprietaries,  which  influenced  him  in 
“  refufing  his  Aflent  to  this  Bill  >  Aiid,  if  he  had* 
u  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  lay  thole  ln(tru<ftious 
u  before  them  for  their  Confederation. 

•  ^To  this  Reqiteft  of  the  Houfe,  the  Governor  rc~ 
turned  an  equivocal  Anfwer  *,  he  confeflcd  thdt  ho 
had  Infh'U&ions  from  the  Proprietaries  ]  denied  nor 

,  4*  ^  -v  «  * 

N 


that  they  were  the  Caafe  of  his  refufing  the  Supplies* 
hut  called  the  Resell  “  indecent"  and  unprece- 

duitc.  ;  yet  promifed  “  to  communicate  them  when¬ 
ever  the  Public  Service  fhould  require  it.” 

* 

The  Aflembly  in  their  Reply  infill,  that  «  it  is  the 
‘  Und°l,bted  Ri§!«  of  a  Britifb  Parliament  to  Ad- 
d,'eLs  the  Crown  for  hich  Information  as  they  iud-e 
"  nece^ry  to  their  Deliberations ;  and  that  there- 

fore:  the,r  Re(lueft  v/a5  not  indecent.”  TheyfUr. 
.t  >er  g-ve  Iliftances  not  only  where  the  Royal  In'. 

bl  1°?K  f"  **  °f  ,hC  Pr0pii"“i“  *0  had 
n  la, cl  before  .hem  ,  and  therefore  affirm  it  to  be 

Z:rTfr  Ihew  rfee  abfo/ute  neceffit, 

■  y  lay  under  of  feeing  ,be  Proprietary  InflruaioJ 

■nee  w„ho„,  ,r  they  had  already  found  it  impoSiul 

“  k',0'V  "h“  Dil(  ■*•“«  Coincide  rvith  them'  Id 
adlatever  Bills  they  might  prepare  for  Defence  of  rhe 
Pro., nee,  they  .could,  after  all  their  Trouble  in  f„m. 

b"°n  To’,  ,a“‘l  rft“  a!l  ‘l,e  hepence  to  the  Country, 
be  hi  liable  ro  ,I,e  fame  Duller, kies,  unlefi  ,hey 

cottln  know  what  ihofe  lnllruffions  were,  and  could 

piocute  a  Conference  with  the  Governor  thereon. 

1£y  8‘VC  an  lnftance  where  this  had  been  done  be-' 
oie,  and  4  produced  the  defired  EfFedl.”  They 

therefore  again  folicit  him  in  purfuance  of  his  Pro- 

*  mifcv 
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mife,  to  lav  the  Proprietary  In/lrtidlions  before  them 
now,  as  it  was  a  Jundlure  cC  when  the  Public  Service 
required  it.”  For  that  they  are  under  a  ncceffity  to 
Addrefs  the  Crown  in  Support  of  their  civil  and  re¬ 
ligious  Liberties,  and  therein  make  the  Force  and  Va¬ 
lidity  of  tnofe  Inftru&ions,  the  great  End  of  their 
Petition. 

But  nothing  was  more  diftantfrom  the  Governors 
Thoughts,  than  a  Compliance  with  his  own  Promife, 
and  with  this  reafonable  and necelTarv  Requeft.  For, 
notwithftanding  fo  many  Supply  Bills  formed,  as  hath 
been  obferv’d  above,  by  the  AfFembly  with  no  fmall 
Trouble,  and  to  the  great  Expence  of  the  Province, 
had  been  reje&ed  by  him  and  his  Predeceflbr;  not¬ 
withftanding  a  View  of  the  Proprietary  InftrudioQS 
was  requefted  by  the  Houfe,  who  thought  it  their 
Duty  to  guard  againft  their  evil  Tendency,  by  ap¬ 
plying  to  the  Crown  for  Relief  againft  them,  and  by 
Framing  Bills  which  they  did  not  affed:  and  nou 
withftanding  the  dangerous  Circumftances  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  which  had  been  fo  well  deferibed  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor  in  his  late  Meftage  ;  he  yet  let  the  Affembly 
know,  cC  that  he  could  not  think  it,  at  that  Time, 
<<  for  his  Majefty  s  Service,  or  the  Intereft  of  the 

Province  to  communicate  them.5*  And  theReafons 

N  z  he 


|ie  Aligned  for  his  Condud  were,  I  think,  as  ex¬ 
traordinary  as  that.  “  His  firft  is,  becaufe  they,  had 
^  exptefied  in  their  laft  Meflage,  a  great  dillike  to 
C-  Proprietary  Inftrudions his  fecund,  “  becaufc 
they  had  declared  that  they  intended  to  make  the 
*•  Ferce  and  Validity  cf  them,  the  great  End  of  their 
,**  Petition  tp  the  Crown.”  Tho’  it  was  very  inge- 
iiuous  in  the  Alfembly  to  inform  the  Governor  that 
they  intended  to  make  thofe  Inftrudions  the  Subjed 
of  an  Addrefs  to  the  Crown;  it  was  not  equally  Po¬ 
litic  y  it  was  fufficient  to  deter  him  from  laying  them 
before  them,  as  he  was  well  afTured  they  would  not 
bear  the  Examination  of  a  Britifo  Parliament^  or  the 
Infpedtion  of  the  Royal  Eye. 

'  In  their  next  MefTage  the  Affembly  give  a  very  fair 
and  impartial  State  of  theDifpute  ;  the  whole  is  too 
long  to  be  inferred ;  one  Point  hpwever  defences 
particular  Confederation.  They  declare  that  fuch 
Proprietary  Inftructions,  and  Reftraints  on  their  Go¬ 
vernors,  have  been  adjudged  and  rdolved  by  the 

Governors  Council^  and  Reprefentatiyes  of  the 

*.  » ■  ’ 

People,  either, 

jfirfi.  Inconsistent  with  the  legal  Prerogative  of 
Crown,  as  fettled  by  A#  of  Parliament. 

**  1  t  .  *  ~  .  f  "  *  ‘  \ 

Secondly* 

t  .  v '  >,  ■  * 
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Secondly.  Or  a  Breach  of  the  Charter  of  Privi¬ 
leges  of  the  People. 


Thirdly.  Or  abfurd  in  their  Conclufio.ns  ami 
therefore  impracticable. 

«.  ..  N  \ 

Fourthly.  Or  void  in  them  fdves.  From  the  lub- 
fequent  Experience  they  have  had,  on  the  Refufal  of 
3  Multitude  qf  Bills  offered  for  Defence  of  the 
Province,  they  might  hav6  added 

•  ’  :  •  i  :  ...  V-7  •  •  1  " j . 

Fifthly .  That  they  were  inconfiftent  with  the  Alle¬ 
giance  due  to  his  Majeffy  as  well  from  the  Proprie¬ 
taries,  as  the  People  of  the  Province. 

To  conclude  the  TranfaCtions  of  this  long  Seffion 

of  Alterably :  The  Houfe  finding  noPoffibility  of  a- 

<rreeing  with  the  Governor  on  any  Terms,  but  fuck  as 

would  deprive  them  of  their  ineftimable  Privileges  -, 

yet  being  determined  to  obey  as  far  as  lay  in  their 

Power,  his  Majefty’s  Commands,  conveyed  to  them 

by  Sir  Thomas  R.obinfon  s  Letter,  unanimoufly  voted 

£,5000  to  Purckafe  Provifions  and  Victuals  for  the 

Kind’s  Troops  upon  their  Arrival,  as  will  appear  ft  om 
v  0  '  ‘  '  the 
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the  following  Refolves  of  the  Houfe.  f  «  Ty 

Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Robiufin  t o  the  Governor 

“  °f  the  26rh  of  October,  being  again  read,  it  was 
obferved  by  the  Houfe  that  the  following  Points 

were  particularly  recommended  to  the  Governors 
“  Care. 

That  he  fhould  carefully  provide  a  Quantity  of 
“  frefh  Victuals,  at  the  Expence  of  this  Government, 
“  ro  be  ready  for  the  Ufe  of  his  Majefty’s  Troops  at 
“  thdr  ArrivaI  ;  that  he  fhould  likewife  farniffi  the 
Officers,  who  may  have  Occafion  to  go  from  PJacc 
“  to  Place,  with  all  neceflaries  for  Travelling  by  Land 

“  in  Cafe  t,iere  are  «o  Means  of  going  by  Sea  ;  and 
that  he  fhould  ufe  his  utrnoft  Diligence  and  Au- 

fc  thority  an  procuring  an  exadt  Obfervauce  of  ffich 
Orders,  as  fhall  be  ifTued  from  Time  to  Time,  by 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  for  quartering  the 
Troops,  impreffing  Carriages,  and  providing  ne- 
ceffiuies  for  fuch  Forces,  as  fhall  arrive,  orberaifed 
cc  within  the  Government. 

That  with  regard  to  fuch  other  Articles,  which 
“  are  of  a  more  general  Concern,  it  is  the  King’s 
Pleafure,  that  he  will  ufe  hisutmofl:  Endeavours  to 


<c  induce 
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induce  the  Aiiembiy  of  this  Province)  to  raile 
forthwith,  as  laige  a  Sum  as  can  he  afforded,  as 
their  Contribution  to  a  common  Fund,  to  be  em- 

ployed  provifionally,  for  the  general  Service  of 

* c  North  -  America , 

✓ 

Vv hereupon  it  was  confidered,  that  this  Houfe 
in  Obedience  to  the  Royal  Orders,  fignified  by  the 
Earl  of  Hcldernefs's  Letter  of  28th  of  Augufi  1753, 
and  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's feveral  Letters  of  the 
“  5  th  of  JHb  and  26th  of  OEiober  laft,  had  pre-> 
44  fenced  to  the  Governor,  a  Bill  for  granting  £20000, 
H  X6  the  King’s  Ufe}  to  which  he  was  pleafed  to  re- 
fufe  his  Aflent  ;  influenced  thereto,  as  this  Houfe 
44  unanimoufly  prefume,  principally,  if  not  folely, 
by  Inftru&ions  from  the  Proprietaries.  And  altho" 
the  Houfe  are  thereby  hindered  from  making  Pro« 
“  vifion  for  ail  the  Purpoles  of  the  faid  Royal  Or- 
“  ders,  in  the  Manner  they  could  defile  (the  Trea* 
fury  being  cjuite  exhaulfed  by  Indian  and  other 
44  Expences,  and  {large  Sums  paid  out  of  the  Loan* 
*'  Office,  for  Orders  adrually,  and  ufually  drawn  upon 
’4  the  Treafury,  infomuch  that  there  is  fcarcely  a  Ba* 

44  lance  of  £.joo  now  remaining  in  the  Trufteea 

«  \ 

u  Hands)  yet  neverthelefs,  they  are  defirous  to  com* 
*  fly  with  the  Expeditions  of  the  Crown,  as  far  a % 
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ih'-h  prdent  Circum  fiances  conMered,  they  ate 

“  able*  It  is  therefore, 

\  / 

-  >-  r\ 

“  Refilled  N.  C.  D. 

That  Jfakc  Norris ,  Efq;  Speaker,  EvM 
iL  Ad  organ,  J ofeph  Fox,  James  Pemberton ,  James 
li  t  IV r ight ,  J ofeph  rmflrong,  and  John  Smith  Gentle-* 
rnen.  Members  or  this  Hdufd,  be,  arid  they  are 
hereby  nominated  and  empowered  to  rakd  up  and 
“  borrow,  on  the  Credit  of  this  Houfe,  any  Sum 
not  exceeding  ^.5000  lawful  Money  of  this  Pro- 
ic  vince,  to  be  by  them  laid  out,  for  purchafing  frefh 
c'  Provifions  and  other  necefTaries,  as  they,  or  a  Ma¬ 
jority  of  them,  (hall  think  neceffary  for  the  Kin^k 
"  Troops,  at  their  Arrival  ;  for  all  which  Money, 
borrowed  as  aforefaid,  they  the  abovenamed  Gen- 
Jemen,-  01  any  four  of  them,  (hall  give  a  Certi¬ 
ficate  01  Certificates,  as  the  Cafe  may  require,  lin¬ 
ed  their  Hands,  to  the  Per fon  or  Perfons  lending 
the  fame,  certifying  that  fuch  Money  was  taken uj? 
and  borrowed,  for  the  King’s  Ufe  in  the  Manner 
and  for  the  Purpofes  directed  by  this  Refolve.  And 
this  I  Joufe  will  repay,  or  take  effectual  Care  to  fe^ 
cure  the  Repayment  of  all  and  every  Sum  or  Sums? 

**  of 


of  Money  fo  as  aforefaid,  with  Intereft,  if  nece£ 
“  fary.” 

The  Aflembly  hereupon  adjourned  to  the  12th  of 
■May  following* 

From  this  Account  of  the  Transitions  between  the 
Governor  and  Aflembly,  fupported  by  the  Minutes  of 
the  Houfe,  the  impartial  !and  unprejudiced  may  eafily 
determine,  whether  it  was  the  Duty  of  the  Aflembly* 
or  of  the  Governor,  to  recede  from  their  Pretenfions  in 
filch  a  Time  of  Danger  and  Confufion  ?  Whether  the 
Former  who  are  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  in¬ 
timately  conne&ed  with  them,  perfe&ly  well  acquainted 
with  their  Circumftances,  and  what  was  mod  or  leaffc 
oppreflive  and  burthen fome  to  them,  ought  to  be  con¬ 
demned,  for  perfifting  in  granting  Money,  in  fitch  Man¬ 
ner  as  they  thought  moft  conducive  to  the  Eafe  and  Con- 
veniency  of  the  People*  and  in  fuch  Form  as  prece¬ 
ding  Aflemblies  had  ever  given  it  *,  or  the  Governor  a 
Stranger  in  the  Province,  and  to  the  Things  neceflary 
for  its  Welfare,  in  not  accepting  it  in  the  Manner  that 
his  Predeceflors  had  ever  done  }  Whether  the  Aflem¬ 
blies  could  have  juflified  themfelves  to  their  Coiifti- 
tuents,  had  they  tamely,  not  to  fay  perfidiouily,  fur- 
rendered  up  that  grand  Privilege*  the  undoubted  Right 

O  ©f 


of"  a  Houle  of  Commons,  of  granting  Supplies  in  any 
Manner  they  judge  proper  *,  or  in  permitting  the  De~ 
panes  of  ptivate  Individuals,  Subjects  like  th emf elves. 


to  imcifere  in  the  Matter,  fo  as  arbitarily  to  direct  the 
Mode,  and  fettle  the  Means  of  railing  them  *,  and  of 
affuming  to  tnemfeives  the  Difpofition  of  Funds  levied 
on  the  People  only,  and  ro  which  neither  they  nor 
their  Principals  ever  contributed,  in  Contradiction  to 


that  equitable  Maxim,  Cuius  eft  dare,  Ejus  eft  Difpo- 
nerc  \  he  rvho  ’gives,  has  the  Right  of  Dijpofwg,  As 
aho,  whether  the  Afleipblyare  principled againft giving 
Money  for  the  Defence  and  Protection  of  the  Country, 
ot  that  tue  Author  of  thefe  Pamphlets  hath  not,  in  fo 
invidious  a  Charge,  wilfully,  and  notorioufly  violated 
Tmtu,  to  promote  the  Schemes  of  his  Patrons* 


But  to  juflifie  the  ConduCt  of  the  AfTembly,  and  to 
di/play  that  of  the  Governor  in  its  true  Light,  it  will 
be  ncceflary  to  carry  on  this  Narrative  of  Tranfadions 
betwixt  them,  fomething  further. 

o 


On  the  17th  of  March  then,  before  the  Time  of 
the  Alfembly’s  adjournment,  the  Governor  again  con¬ 
vened  them.  Yv  hen  he  informed  them  of  General 
Eraddock^s  Arrival  in  Virginia  ;  and  tt  ar  Sir  John  Sr 
Clair,  the  Quarter-Mafter-Generai,  had  reprefented  to 

him 
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him  the  Ncceffity  of  having  Roads  opened  from  the 
fetrled  Parrs  of  the  Province  We  ft  ward  towards  the 
Ohio,  to  facilitate  the  Marching  of  T roops  and  the  Sup¬ 
ply  of  Provisions  >  and  that  General  Braddock  had  re- 

quefted  a  Poft  might  be  eftablifhed  between  Philadelphia  . 
and  Wmchefter.  All  which  the  Affembly  proceeded 
immediately  to  effectuate*  at  an  Expence  of  more 
than  ^.5000. 

Such  was  the  Meflage  lent  down  in  the  Morning  >  in 
the  Afternoon  and  next  Day?  feveral  others  Oi  a  very 
different  Nature  were  prefented,  tending  to 'throw  all 
Things  in  Confufion,  and  deftroy  that  Harmony  which 
fhould  ever  lubfift  betwixt  the  refpedtive  Branches  of  the 
legiflature  •,  as  aifo  to  withdraw  the  Attention  of  the 
Houfe  from  Matters  of  higher  Importance.  He  cen¬ 
tres  the  Aflembly  for  inferring  Sir  Thomas  Robmfon  s 
Letter  in  their  journal,'  tho’  it  was  the  Foundation  of 
their  Proceedings,  and  mightbecome  neceflary  foi  their 
juftification  to  their  Conftituents  •,  and  tho’  the  Sub¬ 
stance  of  that  very  Letter  had  been  publilhed  many 
Weeks  before,  in  his  Meflage,  in  the  Common  Ga¬ 
zette,  by  his  particular  Direction.  He  moreover  Char¬ 
ges  the  Aflembly  with  Secreting  tneir  Proceedings 

from  him  •,  and  in  a  very  imperious  Tone,  demands  the 

Attendance  of  their  Clerk  every  Night  with  the  Mi- 

■  r\  ,  nutes 
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»ufcs  of  the  Day.  And  infixed  afterwards,  that  his 
Secretary  fhould  he  admitted  to  infped  the  Tranfadions 
of  that  Seilion  before  it  was  ended.  The  bare  Inti_ 
Miatton  of  thefe  Matters  are  an  evident  Prefage  of 
^hat  the  poor  Inhabitants  of  this  Province,  and  their 
Reprefentatives  fhould  fee  1,  were  the  Schemes  of  our 
Proprietaries  once  accomplifh’dt 

To  tnefe  Demands  fo  unprecedented  and  inflamma- 
toiy,  our  Aflembly  having  wifely  returned  calm  and  mo¬ 
derate  Anfwers,  proceeded  to  Bufinefs  of  greater  Exk 
gency, 

*  Governor  Shirley  having  formed  a  De/ign  of  build- 
Sng'a  Fort  near  Crown-Pointy  fent  here  Mr.  Quincyy 
one  of  the  Commiflioners  of  his  Government,  to  fen 
licit  our  Affiftance  in  Supplies  of  Provifion,  Of  this 
the  Aflembly  were  informed  by  the  Governors  Mef- 
lage  of  the  24th.,  and  on  the  2  5  th  came  to  the  follow*" 
ing  Refolves, 

<c  That  the  Sum  of  £.1  jooo  be  at  this  Time  given 
to  the  King’s  Ufe  j  and  that  the  fame  be  (truck  in 
<c  Bills  of  Credit,  and  funk  by  an  Exrenfion  of  the 
w  Excife  Ad  for  the  further  Term  of  ten  Years.” 

Thai 
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«  That  £.  5000  Part  thereof,  be  paid  into  the 
&  Hands  of  Jfaac  Norris  and  others,  to  di (charge  the 

*c  Sum  borrowed  in  Purfuance  of  the  Order  of  the 
Houle  made  on  the  3d  of  January  lafh 

*■ 

<c  That£.  1 0,000,  Part  of  the  (aid  £ 2  5000,  belaid 
cc  out  in  the  Purchafe  of  Pro vilions,  now  requeued  by 

*  the  Government  of  the  Majfachufets  Bay,  to  Vic- 
€C  tual  the  Forces  about  to  March  for  fecuring  his  Ma- 
*c  jelly’s  Territories. 

cc  That  £.  5000  Part  thereof  be  paid  in  Difcharge 
4C  of  fiich  Orders  as  may  be  drawn  on  this  Province 
cc  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  by  the  Honorable  Edward 
<c  Braddock^  Efq,  General  of  his  Majefty’s  Forces  in 

*  North- America, 

“  That  £.  5000  theRefidue  of  the  (aid  15000,  be 
Cc  appropriated  towards  maintaining  filch  Indians  in  out 

“  Alliance,  as  have  taken  or  may  take  Refuge  in  this 
“  Province  \  Payment  of  Polls  or  Exprelfes,  hire  of 
cc  Carriages,  clearing  of  Roads,  and  other  necefiary 
cc  and  contingent  Expences  for  the  King’s  Service,  as 
*c  may  be  incumbent  on  this  Government  to  difcharge.” 

Pursuant  to  thefe  Refolves,  a  Bill  was  prepared, 
palled  the*  Houfe,  and  was  fent  up  to  the  Governor  for 

his 
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his  Approbatio  n  The  AiTembly  made  no  doubt,  bu 
that  the  Proprietaries,  now  become  fenfible  of  the  State 
of  Deflation  to  which  this  once  happy  Province  had 
been  reduced  by  their  Initructions,  had  empowered  the 
Governor  to  recede  from  them.  But  the  Event  un¬ 
deceived  them  •,  for,  as  if  they  had  defignedly  fixedon 
this  Time  of  general  Diftrefs  and  Calamity,  to  impofe 
!  their  InftruiHons  upon  the  Necks  of  the  Aflembly  and 
People,  and  lubjugare  them  to  their  Yoke  ;  they  per¬ 
mitted  them  to  continue  in  Force,  and  their  Gover¬ 
nor  under  the  Influence  of  that  Bond  which  he  had 

r 

given  to  obey  them  ;  having  detained  the  Bill  there¬ 
fore  for  three  whole  Days,  he  at  length  refuied  his 
A  dent  thereto,  becaufe  he  was  pleafed  to  imagine  it 
“  contrary  to  his  Majefty’s  Inftruction,”  that  very  In-, 
fruition  he  had  lo  repeatedly  wav’d  before. 

Mr.  Quincy  perceiving  from  the  Governor’s  Con¬ 
duit,  that  no  Good  could  be  expebted  on  that  Side, 

having  before  in  vain  urged  many  Arguments,  and  ex¬ 
erted  all  his  Influence  to  perluade  him  ro  enait  this 
reafonable  and  ncceffary  Bill  into  a  Law  •,  refolved  to 
try  whether  he  could  prevail  on  the  Aflembly  to  grant 

him  the  Supplies  he  wanted,  having  had  apparent 
Proofs  of  their  Inclination  to  comply  with  his  Requeft, 
as  far  as  in  their  Power.  He  accordingly  drew  up  a 

Memorial, 
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Memorial,  and  prefented  it  to  die  Houfe  •,  two  Para- 

graphs  of  which  I  here  infert,  as  they  difeover  the  Sen- 

timen  s  of  that  worthy  Gentleman,  on  the  Conduct  of 

the  Governor,  and  Afiembly,  with  Regard  to  this 

Tran  far!  ion,  of  which  he  had  been  an  attentive  yet 

impartial  and  indifferent  Spectator. 

\  * 

Gentlemen , 

cc  *j*  I  am  extremely  lorry  to  find  that  notvvithftand- 
Cc  ing  all  the  Motives  and  Arguments,  I  was  able  to 
€C  offer  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  he  did  not  fee  his 
cc  Way  clear  to  give  hisConfent  to  the  Money-Bill  you 
have  laid  before  him. 

€C  The  Chearfulnefs  with  which  you  therein  granted 
Cc  1 0,000  for  victualling  the  Forces  intended  to 
march  from  Nero- England,  to  fecure  his  Majefty’s 
cc  Territories,  leaves  me  no  Room  to  doubt  your  Zeal 
“  for  his  Majefty’s  Service,  or  your  hearty  Concurrence 
<c  with  the  Government  I  have  the  Honor  to  reprefent, 
<c  in  the  Meafiires  now  propofed  for  our  common 
cc  Safety.  And  therefore  tho5  you  are  unhappily  difap- 
u  pointed  in  the  Manner  of  your  Grant,  I  flatter  my- 
<c  fe If  you  will  not  fail  of  finding  fome  other  Means  of 
*c  rendering  it  effectual.” 

The 
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The  Aflembly  well  knowing  this  Defign  inuft  drop, 
however  glorious  or  falutary,  as  utterly  impracticable 
(as  this  Gentleman  had  told  them)  without  their  A(- 
fi  fiance,  and  being  abb  fenfible,  that  as  it  was  then  late 
in  the  Seafon,  a  Delay  might  be  equally  pernicious  with 
a  Rerufal,  were  resolved  to  be  trifled  with  no  longer 
by  the  Governor,  but  to  grant  the  Sum  requefted,  with¬ 
out  his  Concurrence  or  Co-operation. 

The  Aflembly  were,  at  this  Time,  by  Virtue  of  fe- 
veral  Laws  then  in  Force,  which,  as  hath  been  obferved 
above,  v  had  received  the  Royal  Approbation,  poflefled 
of  a  Right  to  difpofe  of  the  Money  arifing  from  the 
Intercft  of  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  on  Loan,  and  the 
Excife  ;  of  the  Arrears  of  this  Monev  there  remained 
due  about  ^.14000,  according  to  the  Governor’s  own 
Calculation,  which  they  would  inftantly  bave  called  in, 
but  upon  Enquiry  into  the  Circumftances  of  the  Bor¬ 
rowers,  they  found  that  an  unexpe&ed  Exa&ion  of 
them,  would  by  a  Seizure  and  Sale  of  the  Eftates  of 
the  Defaulters,  in  fo  great  a  Scarcity  of  Money,  be 
their  certain  Ruin.  On  the  Credit  of  thefe  Arrears, 
however,  they  were  determined  to  raife  fuch  a  Sum  of 
Money  as  fhould  fully  anfwer  the  Expectations  and 
Demand  of  the  Government  of  the  Majfachufets  Bay. 

I 

And 


Rh. 


And  thereby  flit  it  out  of  the  Governor's  P6w£r  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  complying  wiTh  this  Requcfl:  fo  necelfary 
for  the  Defence  of  his  Majefty’s  Colonies.  And 
therefore, 

cc  Refolv'ed , 

“  *  That  the  Sum  of  £.15000  be  now  given 
u  to  the  King’s  Ufe  *  £.5000  thereof  to  repay  th£ 
u  Money  borrowed  for  victualling  the  King’s  Troops 
iQ  in  Virginia  *,  and  that  IJaac  Norris ,  Evan  Morgan^ 
u  jtofiph  FoXy  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  Members  of 
this  Houle,  and  Rees  Meredith ,  John  Mijjhny  and 
u  Samuel  Smithy  Gentlemen,  be  a  Committee  to  lay 
KC  out  the  remaining  10,000  in  purchafing 
4t  and  tranlporting  Provifions,  now  requefted  by 
the  Government  of  the  MajTachufets  Bay,  to  vio 
trial  the  Forces  about  to  March  for  fecuring  his 
*c  Majefty’s  Territories.” 

Upon  Notice  of  this  Grant,  Mr.  Quincy  immedi* 
ately  waited  on  the  Ho ufe,  and  exprellcd  his  Satis* 
fadion  and  Gratitude  in  the  following  Manner. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

Sir*  -  i  ^ 

*•*  The  Sum  which  this  honorable  Aflembly  hath 

p  grani&d 
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granted  to  his  Ma  jeftys  Ufe,  and  appropriated  for 
“  victualling  the  Troops  intended  to  be  marched 
44  for  feeuring  his  Majefty’s  Territories,  is  an  In- 
44  Itance  of  your  Concern  and  Zeal  for  the  Public 
a  Safety,  which  I  doubt  not  will  be  highly  ac- 
44  ceptable  to  his  Majefty.  And  as  it  was  made  in 
46  Confequence  of  my  Application  to  you,  I  beg 
44  leave  to  return  you  my  grateful  Scnfe  andAcknow- 
44  ledgment,  and  to  affine  you  in  the  Name  and  on 
44  Behalf  of  the  Government  I  reprefent,  that  it  will 
4C  be  duly  applied  to  the  Purpofes  for  which  it  was 
44  granted/’ 


What's  large  Share  of  Effrontery,  and  what  a  fmall 
one  of  Truth  then,  mil  ft  the  Author  of  thefe  Pam¬ 
phlets  be  endued  with,  to  Aflert  roundly  as  he  docs, 
that  44  Tis  very  plain  the  Aflembly  have  no  Mind 
<c  to  give  a  (ingle  Shilling  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  unlefs 
44  they  can  thereby  increafe  their  own  Power.”  And, 
44  That  they  are  againft  the  Defence  of  the  Province.” 
All  that  hath  been  faid  above  proves  the  Contrary, 
as  manifeftly  as  there’s  a  Poflibility  for  FaClsto  prove 
it.  It  there  appears,  that  the  Aflembly  haring  inef¬ 
fectually  eflayed  every  Scheme  of  coming  into  fthe 
Governor’s  own  Terms,  Refolve  at  la  ft  to  give  all  the 

. 

Monies  they  had  in  their  Difpofai,  to  his  Majeftys 


Ufe 


I 
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Ufe,  and  by  that  very  Ad  yielded  up  the  Point,  their 
Opponents  by  fo  obftinate  a  Refulai  of  the  Supply 
Bills,  had  endeavoured  to  effed,  viz..  The  Reduc¬ 
tion  of  thofe  Funds  which  the  Adembly  had  in  their 
Difpofal  ;  that,  for  the  Future,  they  might  engrofs 
the  Difpofition  thereof  themfelves,  and  fo  deprive 
the  People  of  the  Means  of  Remonftrating  againft 
their  Arbitrary  and  oppreflive  Condud.  This  hath 
appeared  in  Part  from  what  I  have  already  laid,  and 
what  I  (hall  hereafter  fay  will  put  it  beyond  Difpute. 


The  Governor’s  next  MefTage  gave  great  Aftonifh- 
tnent;  he  feems  therein  ftrangely  out  of  Humour 
with  the  Affembly  for  granting  thofe  Supplies ;  and 
much  difturbed  that  any  Thing  (hould  be  done  to¬ 
wards  the  Defence  of  America ,  without  his  Appro¬ 
bation  and  Concurrence;  tho’  it  had  .been  fo  often 
requefted,  and  fo  often  refufed  by  him.  And  in 
Contradidion  to  the  evident  undeniable  Teftimony 
they  had  a  few  Days  before  given  thereof,  he  even 
Charges  them  with  a  “  want  of  Inclination  to  Pro- 
“  mote  the  public  Service.”  With  the  fame  Juftice, 
and  the  fame  Truth  he  proceeds  to  accuie  them  of 
fundry  Tranfadions  which  he  reprefents  as  heinous 

and  unpardonable  Crimes. 
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Fir  ft.  That  they  had  offered  him  a  Bill  of  an 
iC  extraordinary  Nature,  as  it  gave  General  Braddocf ^ 
64  a  Power  over  no  more  than  ^.yocc,  and  fubje&ed 
c‘  the  remaining  £.20000,  and  all  the  Surplus  of  the 
„,**  Exiife,  to  the  Difpolition  of  fome  of  the  Mem- 

“  bers  of  the  Ho ufe,  and  to  the  Aflembly  for  the 
u  Time  being. 

“  Secondly.  That  to  promote  their  Schemes  of 
“  future  Independency,  they  are  grafping  at  the  Dif- 
45  pofition  of  all  public  Money,  and  at  the  Power 
“  of  filling  all  the  Offices  of  Government*  efpecially 
54  thofe  of  the  Revenue.’  • 

.  . .  i  '  •  ’  i  '  *- 
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c*  Thirdly .  That  by  a  Vote  of  the  Houfe,  and 
QC  without  the  Confent  of  the  Government,  they  had 
cc  empowered  a  Committee  of  their  Members,  to 
u  borrow  Money  on  the  Credit  of  the  AfTembly, 

€c  and  to  difpofe  of  the  fame  to  certain  Ufes  in  that 
V  Vote  mentioned.”  And 
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£c  Fourthly.  That  they  had  by  Votes  and 
cc  Refolves  of  the  Houfc,  creatad  Bills  or  Notes  of 

\  j,  % 

4C  Credit,  made  payable  to  the  Bearer  thereof  ro  the 
<c  Amount  of  5000,  without  the  Approbation  of 
<c  the  Government,” 

^  I 

Qviov$ 
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Odious  and  bold  as  thc(e  Charges  are,  they  are  all 
tully  refuted  by  the  Aflembly’s  Me  flag  e  of  the  17th 
of  May  )  of  which  I  (hall  here  prefent  the  Reader 
with  a  Kind  of  Abridgment  tho’forhis  further  Con- 
vision  I  would  refer  him  to  the  Me  flag  e  itfelf. 

The  fir  ft  Charge  then,  is  a  grols  mifreprefentation 
pf  the  Bill,  as  appears  from  the  preceding  Relolves 
of  the  Houfe,  in  Conformity  to  which  it  was  framed. 
It  was  exa&ly  fimilar  to  the  Bill  pafled  by  Governor 
.  Thomas ,  (hortly  after  he  received  the  Royal  Inftruc- 
tion,  and  which  was  confirmed  by  the  King  and  Council 

f  A  .  <*  .  *  .4  * 

In  this  indeed,  it  was  “  Extraordinary”  that  it  gave  the 
Jargeft  Sum  to  the  King  s  Ufe  that  had  been  offered,  tho 
they  had  granted  £.15°°°?  a  few  Days  before  ; 
and  alfo,  that  it  funk  £.z  5000  in  the  fame  Time  that 
was  allowed  for  finking ^.5 oco>  *n  late  Wan 
The  Charge  <c  that  it  gave  General  Braddocl^  Power 
*c  over  no  more  than  £.5 000,  and  that  it  fubjeefted  tne 

remaining  ^£.20000  to  the  Difpofition  of  fome  of 
<c  the  Members  of  the  Houfe,  had  in  it  an  equal 
Degree  of  Calurnny  and  Falfhood.  For  by  the 
very  Bill  it  appears,  that  £,5000  were  appiopriated 
to  the  Payment  of  Provifions  which  had  been  bought 
by  the  Generals  Orders;  £. $ 000 more  were fubjefted 
to  his  Orders  ;  £,10,000  for  purchafing  Provifions 

*  .  •’  ;  v  -  ■  r 
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tor  the  Nero -'Engl And  Forces  ;  and  the  Refiduary 
3^.5000  for  the  Payment  of  Expreflfes,  clearing  of 
Roads,  Subfiftsmce  of  Indians  who  fhould  take  Re- 
fuge  within  this  Province,  and  other  contingent  Ex- 
pences  for  the  Kings  Service.  Hence  it  appears  that 
£.zcooo  thereof  were  actually  appropriated  to  the  Ufc 
of  the  Troops  under  the  General’s  Command,  and 
the  Refidue  for  the  Kings  Service*  All  then  that  re¬ 
mained  for  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  was,  the  ge¬ 
nerous  Office  of  laying  it  out,  without  Commiffion 
or  Reward.  What  unfavorable  Ideas  therefore 
mud  the  Reader  have  of  that  Mans  Veracity  and  Ho¬ 
nor,  who  was  capable  of  falfifying  and  mifrepre- 
fenting  Fads,  and  calumniating  one  of  the  Branches 
of  the  Legiflature,  with  fo  little  Scruple  ! 


The  fecond  Charge  is  as  invidious  as  groundlefs. 
The  Affembly,  as  before  is  faid,  have  a  Right  to  difpofc 
©f  the  Money  arifing  from  the  Loan-Office  and  Excife* 
by  Virtue  of  Lawsapproved  of  by  the  King  and  Coun¬ 
cil  and  to  fay  that  they  grafp  at  \vhat  they  already 
enjoy,  is  a  glaring  Abfurdity.  They  never  attempted 
to  fill  any  Office  but  what  they  were  empowered  to 
do  by  an  exprefs  Law,  approved  of  by  the  Crown. 
If  claiming  a  Right  which  the  AfTemblies  of  this  Pro¬ 
vince  haye  ever  enjoyed,  to  dilpofe  of  Money  raifed 


out 
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out  of  the  People’s  Eftates,  independent  of  the  Pro* 
pfietaries  or  their  Deputies  ■,  of’  appointing  Officers 
to  colled  thofe  Monies  and  take  Care  of  them  when 
collected  ;  if  infilling  on  the  right  of  granting  Sup¬ 
plies  to  the  Crown,  and  of  limiting  fuch  Grants  as 
to  the  Manner,  Matter,  Meafure,  and  Time,  as  an 
eflfential  Part  of  their  Conflitution  :  If  to  reflrain  the 
Governor  from  invading  the  priviledges  of  theHoufe, 
in  having  their  Money-Bills  paffed  without  Amend¬ 
ments  ;  if  thefe  Things  deferve  the  Names,  <c  of 
“  promoting  a  Scheme  of  future  Independency* 
«  and  of  grafping,  at  the  Difpofition  of  all  Public 
“  Money,  and  a  Power  of  filling  nil  Offices  of  Go- 
“  vernment,”  then,  indeed,  thefe  Accufations  againft 
the  Aflembly  are  juft.  On  the  contrary ;  if  it  appears 
that  thefe  are  extravagant,  illegal,  and  unconflitu- 
tional  Claims  on  the  Part  of  the  Governor,  every 
Perfon  who  has  the  lead  Notion  of  Equity,  mull  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  Aflembly  s  Condud  in  infilling  on  their 
Right,  eftablifhed  by  Laws  confirmed  by  the  Crown, 
to  appropriate  and  difpofe  of  thofe  Funds,  to  which 
the  Proprietaries  and  their  Deputies  have  ever  been 
exempted  from  contributing  *,  efpecially  when  it  is 
confidered,  that  fuch  was  the  Juflice  of  the  Houfe,  as 

not  to  hefitate  a  Moment  to  allow  the  Governor  a  Ne¬ 
gative 
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gativc  on  the  £.60,000  granted  to*  his  Majefty ’stile* 
to  which  the  Proprietaries  had  contributed  a  twelfth 
Part  only. 


-•/ 


A  little  Explanation  will  quite  invalidate  the  3d* 
and  4th  Charges.  I  have  before  mentioned,  that 
the  Right  to  dilpofe  of  the  Intereft-Money  and  Ex- 
cife  was  veiled  in  the  Affembly.  This  Money 
when  colie&ed  was  depofited  in  the  Hands 
©f  the  Trealurer  and  Truftees  of  the  Loan  Office  * 
where  it  remained  fubjed  to  the  Orders  of 
the  Eio ufe,  whenever  the  incidental  Charges  of  Go¬ 
vernment  required.  The  Arrears  of  the  Excile  and 
Intereft  of  the  Loan  Office,  that  were  now  due,  could 
not  be  fuddenly  collected  without  ruining  the  Default 

ters.  Of  this  the  Governor  was  informed,  when  he 

* 

computed  t;he  Sum  thefe  Monies  would  amount  to* 
and  urged  the  Affembly  to  grant  Supplies  out  of  them. 
However  upon  the  Credit  of  this  Fund,  the  Affembly* 
when  they  found  all  their  offers  of  Money  in  Com- 
pliance  with  the  Royal  Orders  had  been  rejected* 
voted  £.5000  to  purchafe  Provihons  for  the  Forces 
under  General  Braddocl^  which  were  immediately 
bought  and  fent  to  Virginia,  And  alfo  gave  £.10,00© 
more  for  fupplying  the  Ncw-England  Forces  ;  ap* 
pointed  a  Committee  to  lay  it  our*  and  gave  them 


Power  to  draw  Orders,  as  ufual,  on  the  Treaftry  and 
Truftees,  with  this  Difference  only,  that  as  former  Or¬ 
ders  were  payable  on  Sight,  and  bore  no  Intereft,  theft 
were  payable  in  a  Year  with  Intereft,  it  being  impof- 
fible  to  collect  the  Money  with*  Conveniency  to  the 
People  in  lets  Time.  Upon  the  Matter  thus  impartially 
explained,  it  is  obfervable,  Firft9  that  the  Affembly 
having  the  foie  Difpofition  of  this  Money,  by  Laws 
finally  confirmed  by  the  Royal  Approbation,  had  an  un¬ 
doubted  Right  to  draw  Orders  on  the  Treafurer  and 
Truftees,  in  any  Manner,  and  payable  at  any  Time,  and 
of  granting  it  to  his  Majefty’s  Ufe,  whenever  they 
thought  proper,  without  the  Governor’s  Approbation. 
And  therefore  his  Centime  was  as  unjuft,  as  his  Ciaim 
was  illegal  and  arbitrary.  Secondly,  That  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  on  *  his  arrival,  when  the  AfTemblv,  under  the 
Powers  theft  Laws  gave  them,  prefented  him  with  an 
Order  drawn  on  the  Treafury  for  £.500,  payable  to  him 
on  Sight  out  of  theft  very  Funds,  was  fb  far  from 
deputing  their  Power,  that  he  thankfully  received 
*t.  But  as  foon  as  the  Affembly  had  given 
£.15000  in  the  fame  Manner  and  from  the  fame 
Fountain,  to  'the  King’s  Ufe,  he  controverts  their 
Authority  ;  and  indeed,  upon  a  general  Survey 
o  f  his  Conduit,  it  appears  t c*>  evident  that  his  Defign 

was  to  oppoft  the  Public  Service  in  every  W  aj  he  could 

think 


tlifnk  of.  And  Thirdly .  Thar  if  our  Proprietaries 
and  Governor  have  fo  little  Regard  to  Jaftice,  and  the 
laws  of  this  Government  approved  of  by  his  Majefty 
in  Council,  at  prefcnr,  while  we  have  fome  Remains 


of  Liberty  left,  what  may  not  the  unfortunate  People 
of  this  Province  dread,  if  ever  Proprietary  Inftru&ioris 
Should  become  a  Part  of  their  Conftiturion,  and  the 

f  | y  1  -  z  • 

Bilpofition  of  the  Funds  railed  on  the  People  only, 
together  with  the  Power  of  direding  them,  bewrefted 
out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Aflembly  •?  Then  would  the 
Schemes  of  this  Writer  and  his  Party  be  fully  accom¬ 
plished  ;  all  further  Settlement  of  this  Colony  would 
be  obftrutled  *,  it  would  be  impoverifhed,  opprefled? 
and  finally  depopulated. 


V  .  '  •  *■  •  I  »  m  .  N  .•  r 

But  how  (hall  we  reconcile  the  path  otic  .  Calk,  and 
loud  Demands  of  t  e  Governor. for  Supplies  for  his 

.  '  i  •  - '  •  i  <L  ■  •  ■ 

iMajeflv  s  Service,  vyith  this  Extraordinary  Part  of  his 
Conduit  ?  In  his  Mefiage  December  24th,  17  ^4,  he 
points  out  thefe  very  Fund;  o  .the  jHoufe,  and  infills 
that  they  grant  the  Supplies  requeued,  cut  of  them. 
When  they  had  complied  with  this  Requeft  in  the  only 
Way  poffible,  he  changes  at  once,  and  charges,  the 


very  Ait  he  had  before  recommended  to  them,  as  high¬ 
ly  criminal.  Docs  a-  Conduit  like  this,  fo  irritating 
and  cortradi&ory,  indicate  any  Inclination  to  obey  his 


Majefty’s 


M&jefty’s  Orders-,  or  befpeak  a  Defire  to  promote  tixi • 
general  Defence  of  America ,  *  or  that  of  his  own 
particuUr  Province  \  Can  fuch  trifling  Pretences,  fuch  fri¬ 
volous  Reafons,  juftifie  his  Oppofition  to  the  Money  Bills, 
and  Supplies  granted  to  his  Majefty?  Can  they  recom¬ 
mend  him  to  his  Majefty’s  gracious  Favour  ?  Or  do  they 
not  plainly  evince  that  his  Majefty’s  Service  was  the  lead 
of  his  Concern  ?  That  he  was  determined  to  oppofe  it 
in  ail  Shaotsy  unlefs  he  could  render  it  fubfervient  and 
in  thru  mental,  to  effectuate  the  Schemes  of  Power  his 

&  r 

Matters  have  in  View  ?  And  that  he  would  not55  (as 

he  Once  folemnly  declared  when  the  Frontiers  were 
bleeding,  and  Multitudes  flocking  down  to  him  for 
Protection)  u  recede  one  Tittle  from  his  Proprie- 

tary  InftmCUons,  were  it  to  fave  Forty  inch  Previn- 
iC  ces  as  this  from  impending  DeftniCfcion.” 

i  4$  •  'v  '  **  • 

Having  thus  refuted  (itch  a  Number  of  unjuft  Char* 
ges  contained  in  thefe  Pamphlets,  and  the  Governor’s 
Meflages,  I  think,  I  may  with  Safety,  ‘appeal  to  the 
Reader,  whether  there  was  the  leaf!;  Reafon,  from  the 
general  Tenor  of  his  Behaviour,  to  doubt  the  Truth  of 
his  unparalkrd  Declaration  ?  But  when  we  who  have 
been  the  unfortunate  Witnefles  of  his  ConduCt,  and 
felt  the  Melancholy  and  Diftrefflng  EfteCls  thereof,  con- 
fider  the  indefatigable  Pains  he  has  taken  in  his  Me  - 
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feges  (which  he  has  from  Time  to  Time  tranlrtiittect 

■  >  .* 

to  England)  to  difguife  the  true  Situation  of  this 
Province  and  its  Laws,  and  to  transform  the  beft 
Actions  of  the  Allemhly  into  Crimes  •,  the  many  Let¬ 
ters  he  hath  wrote  to  the  Miniftry,  to  render  the  Inha- 
b nan ts  odious  to  iris  Alaj cff  y,  and  to  alienate  his  Af- 
iechons  from  a  People  who  efteem  it  the  moll  valu¬ 
able  Bleiling  in  Life  •,  and  to  incenfe  the  Britifh  Nation 
againft  them ;  we  cannot  (as  the  Affemhly  told  him) 

look  on  him  as  a  Friend  to  the  Conftitution,  or  as  a  • 

♦ 

Pcrfon  proper  to  be  entrufted  with  the  Diipofition  and 

Appropriation  of  Public  Funds,  or  of  any  other  Privi¬ 
lege  the  People  enjoy.- 


The  Affembly  being  again  iummoned  on  the  13  th 
of  jrvxe,  the  Governor  called  upon  them  to  flip- 
ply  General  ‘Braddec^w ich  Cannon,  Provifions,  rand 
Stores  to  Garrifon  the  Forts  011  the  Ohioy  in  Cafe  he 
ihould  prove  fuccefsful,  and  told  them  in  the  moft  pa- 
1  he  tic  Terms,  as  if  he  really  had  intended  to  concur  in 
palling  reafor.able  Bills  for  the  Purpofe,  cs  that  the 
great  Expence  the  Nation  was  at  on  that  Occafion 
4£  would  be  thrown  away,  his  Mayefty’s  Intentions  ren- 
s£  dered  abortive,  and  his  Arms  dilhonoured,  if  the 
•c  Countries  the  Generals  fhould  recover  are  loft  thro? 
the  ncgled  of  the  Colonies.”*  TheHoufe  having 

exhaufted 
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exhaufted  their  Treafury  by  the  late  Gift  of  £.i  5000, 
had  now  no  Funds  left  in  their  Power,  but  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  offer  the  Governor  a  Bill,  to  which  he  could 

\ 

have  no  juft  Objection.  They  therefore  framed  one, 
the  exa£fc  Copy  of  the  Law  paTed  by  Governor  Thomas 
for  giving  £.5  000  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  intheYear  1746, 
fhortly  after  he  had  received  the  Royal  Inftrtuftion  fo 
often  mentioned  before which  Law  had  been  con- 
firmed  by  the  King  in  Council  Ottober  i8*h>  *74S< 
This  Ad  of  the  Royal  Confirmation  was  ever  disbeliev’d 
and  denied  by  the  Governor  ;  and  the  Alfembly,  tho* 
they  wanted  no  Proof  to  fatisfy  them/elves  thereof, 
having  feen  the  Original,  yet,  it  being  miflaid,  could 
not  convince  the  Governor  of  what  they  had  fo  often 
aflerted.  But  it  being  now  found  by  Accident,  they 
fent  it  up,  with  no  frnall  Degree  of  Pleafure,  not  doubt¬ 
ing  but  he  would  think  himfelf  juftifiable  in  palling  the 
Bill,  when  he  was  convinced  that  a  Law,  litterally  the 
Came,  had  been  palled  by  his  Predeceflor  without  Cen- 
fare,  and  had  received  the  Royal  Alfent,  and  that  the 
Difpute  refpeding  the  Royal  Inftrudion  had  been  de¬ 
termined  by  a  Decifion  of  the  higheft  Authority.  But 
regardlefs  of  the  Public  Good,  unmoved  at  the  DiT 
trefs  he  could  fo  well  deferibe,  deftitute  of  the  leaft 
Relpedt  for  his  Majefty’s  Orders,  and  folely  attentive 
1 0  his  Proprietary  \lnftrnfliQns+  inftead  of  alien  ting  to? 

the 
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Ae  Bill  without  Amendments,  he  alter’d  it  fo  as  iro 
;  make  id  agreeable  to  his  Proprietary  Orders,  but  di¬ 
rectly  incohMent  with  what  his  Majefty  had  before 
approved  of,  as  well  as  with  the  . Liberties  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  y  and  to  uhefe  Amendments  he  perrinacioufly  ad¬ 
her’d;  Thus.'  again,  were  the  good  Defigns  of  the 
People  unhappily  and  iniquitoully  fruftratcd. 

hfrl 
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A  most  .melancholy  Scene  now  enfued.  An  Express 

ir^ved  with  Intelligence  of  General  Braddoc^s  Defeat 

■  .  .  ...  ■  ;  - 

and  Death  ;  the  Slaughter  of  his  Army;  the  Lots  of 
many  of  his  belt  Ofiicers,  together  with  his  fine  Train 
of  Artillery,  and  to  compleat  the  whole,  of  Colonel 
Simitar  s  precipitate  Retreat  with  the  Remainder  of  his 
hlen  from  the  Frontiers,  and  the  dreadful  Expectation 

f  s  4 1 

of  a  Savage  metcilefs  Enemy  to  commit  their  horrid 
Butcheries  on  the  poor  Inhabitants.  The  Governor 
once  more  lolidwd  the  AlTembly  in  his  ufual  Specious 
Manner,  to  concert  fome  Meafures  to  defend  the 

i  >  .  ■  I  .,  ;  * 

Country,  which  might  not  revive  the  old  Difputes,  but 
to  join  heartily  with  the  neighbouring  Provinces  tor 
our  Common  Saietv. 

\  '  i  J  w  t  ' 

The  AfTembly  truly  fenfible  of  the  Danger  to  which 
the  Country  lay  expofed,  and  deeply  affeded  with  the 

Calamities  impending  over  the  People,  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  wave  their  Privileges  for  the  prefent,  and  to 

take 


/ 
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take  a  different  Method  in  railing  a  Sum  of  Money 
for  our  Defence  ;  a  Method  fo  equitable  in  its 
ture  rhat  they  could  not  even  fufpeft  it  would  meet 
with  the  lead:  Oppolition  from  the  Governor.  They 

immediately  refolved  to  grant  £9  50,000  to  theKingV 

*■  , '  _  #  -  *  \  \  •»  -  > 

Ufe,  to  be  railed  by  a  Tax  of  Twelve  Pence  in  the 

'  •  * .  •  *  *  *  *  .  i 

Pound,  and  Twenty  Shillings  pex  Head,  for  two  Yeai^s 
on  all  Eftates  Real  and  Perfonal,  and  all  Taxables 

f  *  '  *  '\  •*  <  *  r  ,  ,  >  ,  4|  +  I  ,  ,  *  Vf  r  ”*  *  *  * 

within  this  Province.  And  accordingly,  prepared  a 
Bill  with  great  Expedition,  and  fent  it  up  to  the  Go- 

*  »  t  ■  ■  «,  t  \  ^  j  ^  ^ 

vernor  for  his  Approbation  j  attended  with  a  Meflage^ 

exprefilng  their  juft  Senfe  of  our  melancholy  Situ^- 

•  • 

tion,  their  Readinefs  to  exert  themfelves  farther  in  the 

*;  '  •  '  #  . i  ' *  '-7 ;  r  ■  hr /•  •  ;> 

Service  of  their  Country,  and  that  they  would  E>£ 
neither  parfimonious  in  their  Supplies,  nor  tenacious 
of  their  old  Difputes.  But  the  Governor  not  yet  fg- 
tigued  with  Controverfy,  and  unmov’d  at  the  dark 
and  t^reatning  Cloud  that  hung  over  the  Province 
in  which  he  had  no  Tntereft,  among  many  other  A~ 
mendmetips  in  the  Bill,  of  a  more  trifling  Nature;,, 
in  lifted  on  a  total  Exemption  of  the  Proprietaries  large 
and  exorbitant  Eftate  j  which,  upon  a  due  Collection 
of  his  Quit- Rents,  Ground- Renrs,  Renjs  of  hi$  ;Ma~ 
nors  and  other  appropriated  and  fettjed  Lands  would 
amount  tofo.30,000  Annmt .  And  haying,  pje- 

f  y  t  ■  ■  * *  •  * 

vipus  to  this*  und^rftood  that  the  Proprietary  Eftate 
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was  to  be  Taxed  in  common  with  others,  that  he 
might  have  Tome  Pretence  for  fo  unreafonable  an  Ar- 
mendment  he  offered  a  Quantity  of  Lands  Weft  of 
the  Alleghany  Mountains,  /£<?#  ;«  the  aElual  Pop 
feffwn  of  the  Enemy ,  as  an  additional  Encouragement 
for  fuch  Perfons  as  fhoulcj  engage  in  an  Expedition 
from  this  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  to  rpmove 
the  French  from  the  Ohio .  Had  no:  this  Offer  been 
£  mere  Fincfle,  why  was  it  not  made  beforp,  when 
Men  were  fo  much  wanted  to  fill  up  the  Levies  under 
General  Braddock,  or  to  affift  Col.  Wellington  before 
his  Defeat,  or  at  other  Times  of  equal  Neceffity ?  The 
Jleafons  are  given  by  ourfagacious  Author  in  his  Se¬ 
quel.  And  they  are  thefe,  Firft .  That  the  Governor 
4<  when  the  Expedition  was  carrying  on  by  the  Crown* 
u  under  General  Braddock,  could  not  think  it  either  * 
feafonable  or  neceflary.*  How!  not  leafonableto 
encourage  an  Expedition  profecuted  by  the  Crown* 
at  this  Time,  tho’  in  his  Meffage  of  the  19th  of 

^w,  he  had  declared,  that  Men  were  not  only  ne- 

* 

ceflary,  44  toferve  asEfcorts,  but  to  join  the  General, 
if  the  Number  brought  againft  him  fhould  make. 
u  fuch  a  Reinforcement  neceifary  ?,?  This  Contra- 
diftion  between  our  Governor  and  his  Vindicator, 
is  reconcileable  by  one  of  thefe  two  Concluflons  only, 
either  that  the  Intimacy  betwixt  them  wa$  fuch  that 

'  *  1  *y 
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his  Vindicator  knew  the  Governor’s  Thoughts  better 
than  he  himfelfdid,  or  that  the  Governor  fpoke  one 
Thing  to  the  Allembly,  and  another  to  him.  Nor 
was  it  reafonable  to  exped  that  the  Governor  could 
think  it  neceffary,  becaufe  he  hoped  that  the  Bu- 
4t  lincfs,  viz.  the  Prefervation  of  the  Proprietaries 
u  enormous  Eflate ,  “  would  be  accomplifhed  by  his 
“  Majefty’s  Troops,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Bri~ 
H  tijh  Nation.’5  And  Secondly.  Becaufe  it  was  expected 
that  the  Affembiy  would  be  fomuchdifmayed,  fhould 
the  Generil  prove  unfuccefsful,  as  to  lurrender  event 
their  own  and  Condiments  Liberties  and  Proper¬ 
ties,  by  railing  Funds  to  proted  the  Proprietary 
Eftates,  agreeable  to  their  own  Inftrudions,  without 
their  Contribution.  But  being  difappointed  in  chef® 
,  Expectations,  he  ventured  to  offer  it ;  becaufe,  f  «  if 
*f  the  Affembiy  refufed  to  co-operate  with  the  Crown, 
<•  an(J  raife  the  Men  demanded  of  them,  as  being 
«  contrary  to  their  Principles,  the  Governor  was  eer¬ 
ie  tajn  that  they  would  never  concur  with  the  Proprie- 
«  taries  in  any  Scheme  of  the  like  Nature.”  And 
therefore,  altho*  he  had  no  kind  of  Authority  from 
the  Proprietaries,  to  make  fuch  a  Propofal,  as  I  fhall 
immediately  evince,  yet  he  thought  he  might  fafely 
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do  it,  in  Order  to  raife  a  Clamour  againft  the  Aflem- 
bly,  for  attempting  to  Tax  the  Eftates  of  Perfons  who  had 
offered  fo  generously. 


This  offer  being  made,  and  inftantly  publifhed  in 
the  weekly  Gazette,  the.  Governor,  in  his  Meffage  of 
the  £th  of  Auguft,  affign’d  his  Reaf®ns  for  fo  juft 
.and  equitable  an  Exemption  of  the  Proprietary  Eftate 
from  the  general  Tax*  The  firft  was  founded  on  a 
Provifo  in  his  Commiflion,  u  that  nothing  therein 
tC  contained  fhall  extend,  or  be  conflrued,  to  give  him 
“  Power  to  do,  or  confentto  any  A6I,  whereby,  theE- 
Ci  ftate  or  Property  of  the  Proprietaries  may  be  hurt  or 
u  incumbered /’  That  this  Provifo  was  Cc  not  only 
u  a  Prohibition  to  him,  but  any  Law  he  might  pafs 
w  contrary  thereto,  he  imagined  would  be  void  in 
“  itfelff’  Any  Perfon  even  of  common  Capacity, 
cannot  be  at  a  Lofs  to  know  the  Import  of  the 
Words,  hurt  or  incumbered.  They  could  only  be 
intended  to  prevent  the  Governor  (who  had  a  Power 
of  felling  and  granting  the  Proprietary  Lands  oncer- 
tain  Conditions)  from  mortgaging,  fuffering  Judg¬ 
ments  againft,  or  impofing  any  other  fuch  like  In¬ 
cumbrances  upon  their  Eftates.  For  it  cannot  with 
any  Propriety  be  called  an  Injury  to,  or  Incumbrance 
any  Eftate,  to  give  a  Part,  and  even  that  a  fmalt 

one 


3 


>‘u,  (  ...  ft 


[  129  ] 

4©ne>  ro  fave  the  whole  from  the  Encroachments  of  a 
ravaging  Enemy.  Nor  could  the  Proprietaries  with¬ 
out  extreme  Abfurdity,  entertain-  any  fuch  Idea  of  the 
Words,  when  they  granted  the  Commiflion. 

Upon  comparing  this  frivolous  Reafon  of  the  Go¬ 
vernors  with  his  late  offer  of  Lands,  the  Affembly 
were  much  furprized ,  as  they  could  not  conceive, 

how  he  was  able  to  conftrue  thofe  Words,  into  a  Pro- 

*  - 

hibition  from  confenting  to  a  Bill,  which  only  im- 
jpofed  an  equitable  Tax  on  the  Proprietaries  Eftate, 
for  its  immediate  Defence,  and  yet  leaving  him  at 
Liberty  to  give  away  fix  or  feven  Hundred  Thou- 
fand  Acres  of  it.  They  infpeded  his  Commiflion, 
but  fo  far  were  they  from  finding  any  Authority  there 
for  this  Grant,  that  they  met  with  an  exprefs  Prohi¬ 
bition  to  the  Contrary  j  viz,  “  Not  to  Set,  Let,  Leafe 
tC  out,  Grant,  Demife,  or  Difpofe  of  any  Lands 
6C  Tenements,  Sfc.  or  to  intermeddle  pr  concern  him- 
“  fe If  therewith,  or  any  Part  of  the  Property  thereof. 

Is  it  not  flrange,  that  the  Governor,  notwichftanding 
fo  exprefs  and  full  a  Prohibition,  fhould  think  him- 
felf  more  at  Liberty,  to  grant  fuch  a  Qi  .antity  of  the 
Proprietary  Eftate,  than  to  content  to  a  Tax  on  it  ? 
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If  be  thought  the  Proprietaries  would  approve  f  in 
the  former  Cafe,  why  not  in  the  latter  ?  If  the  grant: 
of  Land  contrary  to  this  Prohibition  would  be  valid? 
why  not  the  Law  parted  for  laying  the  Tax  ?  And 
how  a  Tax  on  Part  of  an  Efface  can  be  (aid  to  en¬ 
cumber  it,  more  than  giving  fix  or  feven  Hundred 
Thoufand  Acres  of  it  away,  feemed  tor  them  very 
ftrange  and  unaccountable,  * 

This  Argument  of  the  Governor,  founded  on  his 
‘  Commiffion,  being  fo  fully  expofed,  he  weakly  takes 
Refuge  under  his  Commiffion  of  Property  *,  and  re¬ 
plies  in  the  following  felf-fufficient  and  remarkable 
Manner,  u  It  is  fomething  very  extraordinary,  that 
the  Reprefentative  Body  of  Pennfylvania  fhoffld 
€l  know  fo  little  of  the  Affairs  of  this  Province,  as 
never  to  have  been  informed,  that  the  Governor 
«c  grants  the  Proprietary  Lands,  under  a  certain  Power 
u  Attorney,  regularly  proved  and  recorded,  called 
<c  a  Commiffion  of  Property.”  It  had  been  happy 
for  the  Governor  had  he  been  as  well  acquainted 
with  the  Contents  of  that <c  certain  Power  of  At- 
4C  torney”  as  the  Affembly  were.  None  will  deny  that 
it  was  his  Duty  fo  to  be.  Had  he,  he  never  \vould 

have 

/ 
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have  rendered  himfelf  fo  abfucdly  ridiculous,  as  re 
have  founded  his  Authority  for  making  this  offer,  on 
4o  defedive  a  Power.  He  muff  have  forgot  the  Con¬ 
tents  of  this  Corhmifllon  ,  or,  indeed,  common 
Charity  would  rather  induce  me  to  conclude  he  had 
never  read  it  at  all.  For  certainly  had  he  read  it,  as 
he  well  knew  it  was  recorded,  and  riiightbe  procured 
by  the  Aflembly*  whatever  Influence  Candor  mi-dit 
have  had  upon  him,  yet  even  common  Senfe,  and  a 
Regard  for  his  ovfn  Reputation  would  have  forbad 
him,  to  mention  this  Commiffion  as  his  Authority, 
For  upon  infpedting  it,  we  find  a  more  clear  and  ex- 
prefs  Prohibition,  if  poffible,  than  was  contained  in 
hifc  Commiffion as  Governor.  The  Words  are,  “and. 
*c  alfo  by  Warrants  to  be  ifTued  as  aforefaid,  to  grant 
ci  to  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  who  fhall  apply  for  the 
<c  fame,  and  to  their  Heirs  and  Affigns  for  ever;  any 
*c  vacant  Lands,  within  the  faid  Province,  and  Coun- 
(c  des,  or  any  of  them,  upon,  by,  or  under  the  fame 
Terms,  Methods,  Rents,  and  Refervations  as  have 
of  late  been  ufed  or  pra£lifed,  in  the  Laid  Office, 
cC  but  for  no  lefs  Price ,  Condition ,  Reniy  or  Refcrva - 
<c  tion  in  any  Wife.  Thac  is  for  £.15.  j os, 
«c  per  roo  AcresPurchafe  Money,  and  4^  2 d.  Sterling 

**  Quit-Rents/*  This  Prohibition  being  fo  very  plain, 

*  v  the 
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tlie  Aflembly  in  their  MefTage  of  the  19  th  of  Attguft, 
asked  the  Governor  with  great  Juftneft  of  Argument, 
‘c  How  he  could  [think  that  Lands  could  be  granted 
away,  without  any  Lurch afe  Money,  and  free  of 
Quit-Rents,  for  1 5  Years,  under  the  Powers  of  a 
u  Commiflion,  which  exprefly  forbids  the  granting 
of"  any,  under  lels  Price ,  Condition ,  Rent>  or  Refer - 
vat  ion  ‘whatfoever ,  than  has  of  late  been  ufed  and 
*c  pra&ifed  in  the  Land-Office  1  How  he  could  think 
cc  of  referring  the  Aflembly  to  fuch  a  Commiffion, 
**  for  his  Power  to  make  fuch  a  Grant,  when  it  was 
c<  not  there  ?  How  he  could  flight  his  Reputation  fo 
<c  much,  as  to  hazard  fuch  an  Impofition  on  the  Aflem- 
<c  bly  and  the  whole  Province  ?  One  fo  eafily  de- 
c<  tededr 

Upon  the  Matter  thus  fairly  dated,  from  the  Met 
/ages  of  the  two  Branches  of  the  Legiflature,  refpec^ 
ting  this  offer  of  Part  of  the  Proprietary  Lands,  I 
appeal  to  every  impartial  Perfon,  whether  the  Aflembly 
deviated  from  Truth,  where  (as  the  Author  of  the 
Pamphlets  has  it)  they  tell  the  Governor  cc  that  it 
was  ameanlllufion  and  Impofture.  “  that  he  had  no 
Authority  to  make  fuch  an  offer,  and  that  it  was  in¬ 
tended  firft  to  impofe  on  the  Aflembly,  and  then  on 
4C  the  People  *,  and  likewife  to  figure  with  at  Home  in 
the  Eyes  of  the  Miniftry,”  The 
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The  firfl:  Reafon  affigned  by  the  Governor  and  the 
Writer  in  Queftion,  in  Support  of  an  Exemption  of 
this  exorbitant  Eftate,  is  anorherDemonftration,  of  the 
'large  Strides  which  the  Proprietaries  are  making  towards 

a  Converfion  of  the  Prefent  Frame  of  Government, 

. 

which  relembles  the  Englilh  Conftitution  nearer  than 
any  other  Proprietary  Colony,  into  mere  Tyranny.  They 
contend,  <c  that  all  Governors  whether  hereditary  or 
“  other  wife,  are,  from  the  Nature  of  their  Offices, 

"  exempt  from  the  Payment  of  T axes.”  But  h  o w  weak 
and  abfiird  muft  this  Realon  appear,  when  it  is  conk- 
dered  that  the  Affembly  did  not  Tax  the  Proprietaries 
as  Governors,  but  as  Fellow  Subjects,  Landholders,  and 
Pofieflors  of  Eftates  in  the  Province.  Eftates  th  at  would 
receive  more  immediate  Benefit  from  the  Tax,  than  any 
other  in  the  Colony,  for  Part  of  it  was  at  that  very 
Time  in  the  adtual  Poffieffion  of  the  Enemy.  That 
the  Proprietaries  did  not  govern  them,  and  that  the 
Province  fupported  a  Lieutenant  to  do  that  Duty  for 

them,  by  a  large  Revenue  arifing  from  Licences  and 

* 

other  Fees  and  Perquifites.  But  had  the  Proprietaries 
governed  in  their  proper  Perfons,  no  Shadow  of  Realbn 
could  be  offered  to  exempt  them  from  an  equal  Tax,  as 
Landholders,  for  the  Protection  and  Security  of  that 
Land.  Is  there  any  Thing,  in  the  Nature  of  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  our  Governors,  that  can  reasonably  entitle  them 

to 


) 


to  an  Exemption  from  Taxes,  which  the  King  himfeif 
tiever  claimed  }  Does  not  every  Land-Tax  A Oc  of  Par¬ 
liament  which  obliges  the  King’s  Tenants  to  pay  the 
Poundage,  empower  them  to  dedud  the  fame  out  of 
their  Rents  V  And  oblige  the  Receivers  of  his  Majefty’s 
Rents,  under  (ome  Penalties,  to  allow  of  fuch  De- 
dilutions  ’  Are  not  the  Palaces  of  St.  James  Whitehall r, 
Windjor-Caftle ,  and  Somerfct-FJoufe  fubjeded  to  the 
Land  Tax  by  numerous  Ads  of  Parliament  ?  How 
then  cou’d  the  Governor  think  himfeif  juftifiable,  in 
claiming,  at  a  Time  of  the  greateft  Diftrefs  which  the 
People  had  ever  experienced,  an  Exemption  from 
Taxes  on  Behalf  of  his  Principals,  which  the  King 
himfeif  never  pretended  to  \  an  Exemption  which  ex¬ 
cluded  their  own  Eftate  from  bearing  Part  of  the 
Burthen  of  defending  it. 

But  this  (as  the  Aflembly  informed  the  Governor) 

is  not  the  firft  Inftance  by  many,  in  which  Proprie¬ 
taries  and  Governors  of  Petty  Colonies  have  affiimed 
to  themfelveS  greater  Powers,  Privileges,  Immunities, 
and  Prerogatives  than  were  claimed  by  their  Roy¬ 
al  Matter. 

f  The  fee ond  Reafon  afligned  is  ic  that  this  lx- 

emption 
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**  emption  arifing  from  the  Nature  of  Government 
*4  is  enforced  bv  a  pofitive  Law  in  thus  fTo  vince,  which 
*c  exprelly  declares,  that  the  proper  Effaces  of  the 
<c  Proprietaries  (hall  not  be  liable  to  Rates  or  Taxes.’ 
But  ail  this  is  Deception.  The  Law  hinted  at  is 
inti  tied,  ^  a  Law  for  railing  County  Rues  and 
Levies,  /  and  is  confined  to  the  common  Affairs  and 

'  •  '  .  »  /  »  ;  „  .  V  .  •  .  %  V  ,  .  1  .  -  • 

Exigencies  of  the  fevenl  Counties,  finch  as  Building 
Bridges,  clearing  Roads,  ere&ing  Court-Houfes,  and 

O  o  & 

for  Payment  of  Affembly-men’s  Wages,  and  Rewards 

i  •  '  V.  w  . 

.for  killing  Crows,  with  other  Things  for  the 

People’s  immediate  Benefit  and  is  far  from  being 
what  the  Governor  reprefented  it,  a  general  Conftim- 
tional  Law  of  the  Province,  relating  to  Provincial 
Taxes,  impofed  for  the  Advantage  of  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  as  well  as  People.  This  being  a  particular  Law, 
confined  to  fpecial  Purpofes  therein  mentioned,  by 
which  the  Proprietaries  were  by  no  Means  benefited, 
it  would  have  been  as  unreafonable  to  have  taxed  their 
Eftate  for  thofe  Purpofes,  as  it  is  to  exempt  it  from 
bearing  a  Part  of  the  Burthen  of  defending  itfelf 
when  every  other  Britifh  Subject  contributes  thereto. 

*  The  Governor’s  next  Reafon  for  refilling  this 
large  Supply  was,  cc  tharrhe  Proprietaries  by  their  Go- 

$  vernor 
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“  vemor  having  conferred  to  a  Law  for  vetting  in  the 
*c  People  the  foie  choice  of  Perfons  to  afl efs,  and  lay 
Taxes  in  tne  feveral  Counties,  without  referving  to 
tl emfel ves  or  tfieir  Governor,  any  Negative  on  fuch 
*  Choice,  and  this  Conceffion  being  made  with  an 
“  exprefs  Proyifo,  that  the  Proprietary  Efface  ihould 
fc  not  be  taxed,  it  will  be  very  unreafonable  to  em- 
“  Povvcl‘  fuch  Perfons  by  Law,  without  their  previous 
f  Con  lent,  to  Tax  their  Eftate  szDifcretion.”  But  this 
Law  related  only  to  County  Debts,  and  the  Duty  ofCom- 
miffioners  and  Affieffiors.  It  could  therefore  be  no  Con¬ 
ceffion  in  the  Proprietary,  to  permit  them  to  be  cho- 
fen  by  the  People  only.  Nor  was  their  E flares  to  be 

♦*.  /  \  t  ^  1  .  a.  \  v 

taxed  at/fcthe  Dtfcretion  of  the  Afleflors,  as  the  Go- 
vemor  would  infinuate.  But  their  Power  was  exprefP- 
Jy  confined  within  moderate  Bounds  by  the  Law,  and 
rhev  were  obliged  before  they  could  enter  on  their 

4  \  y  r  ^  '>  V  *  ^  « 

Duty,  to  take  an  Oath,  or  affirmation,  “  equally  and 
y  impartially  to  aifefs  themfelves  and  all  others,  and 
to  fpare  no  Perfon  for  Favour  or  Affe&ion,  nor 
c  grieve  any  for  Hatred  or  Ill-Will-”.  Hence  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  Proprietaries  had  little  Reafbn,  to  fear 
any  Kind  of  Injuffice,  from  an  AfTeffment  of  their 
Eftatc,  under  this  equal  Law.  But  nothing  lefs  than  a 
Negative  on  the  Choice  of  the  AfTeflors,  would  fatisfy 
them,  tho’  their  Share  might  not  amount  to  one  hun- 

(  ’  i  .  I.  w  .  ...  -  *. » 

dreth 


/ 


[  07  j 

<  ,  _  1  ■  _  •  ‘  .  t '  _  •  ,  <  f 

dredth  Part  of  the  Sum  to  be  railed.  But  to  leave  the 
Equity  of  the  Matter,  let  us  take  a  Vi$w  of  our  Mo* 
ther  Conftitution,  and  the  Practice  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  It  is  a  fettled  Point,  that  none  of  the  Lords 

i  v  *  ,  t  i  ; 

either  do,  or  have  a  RiHit  to  vote  for  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons*,  and  yet  they  continually  fubmit 

^  -  .5 

their  Eftates  to  be  Taxed  by  that  Houfe,  and  aflefled 
by  the  common  AflefTors,  in  the  choice  of  whom  they 

*  -  *  >?  j 

have  no  Voice.  It  appears  from  the  Votes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the  Lords  have  attempted 
to  obtain  a  Right  of  appointing  Perfons  to  aflefs  their 
own  Eftates,  and  that  fuch  Attempt  has  been  rejected 
by  the  Commons  as  unconftitutional,  and  as  fuch  given 

H  **  .  [■  ■  i  -» 

up  by  the  Lords.  In  the  Year  165?  2,  the  Lords 
propoled  an  Amendment  in  a  Money  Bill,  fimilar  to> 

r  v  •  '  j 

that  under  Consideration,  viz*,  that  the  Eftates  of  all 

.  1-  ./  ’ 

the  Peers  fhould  be  rated  by  Thomas  Earl  of  Pembroke. 

S  *  ■  „  /  ‘  r 

and  other  Lords  *,  but  on  it’s  being  returned  to  the 
Commons,  they  refused  to  admit  of  the  Amendmen 
and  adhered  to  the  Bill.  Whereupon,  a  Conference 
was  requefted  by  the  Commons,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Lords*,  and  upon  t^e  Debate,  the  Attorney-Cencral 
reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Lords  didnotinfift  on 
the  Provifo.  Thus  it  appears  to  be  a  Fundamental 
Right  of  the  Commons,  to  Tax  all  the  Eftates  in  the 

t-  •  *  3  ‘  •  :  .N.:--  ‘  „  v 

Realm  by  a  Bill,  the  whole  of  which  the  Lords  mutt 
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cither  reject  or  approve  *,  and  that  they  who  contribute5 
to  largely  to  the  Public  Funds,  think  their  Eftates  fu£ 
hciently  fecure,  under  the  Aflcffment  of  Perfons  cho- 
kn  by  that  I-jou'e,  who  have  taken  an  Oath  for  the 
Di (charge  of  tfieir  Duty.  The  Truth  hi  fhort  is,  our 
Proprietaiies  would  have  their  Eftates  protected,  and 
yet  would  unrcafonably  be  exempted  from  contributing: 
twards  its  Protection  ;  and  thus  the  Defence  thereof 
becomes -an  additional  Weight  to  the  Taxes  of  our 
Mother  Country,  and  the  other  Colonies  in  America.- 
However,  no twith handing  rliefe  Objections  to  the 
Till  contained  in  them  fo  little  Rcafon,  yet  the  Go- 
vernor  'ventured  to  refufe  this  large  Supply, -and  fent' 
down  the  Bill  with  a  Negative  :  Whereupon  the  Afl 
fsmbly  Adjourned*  -yy  .  - 

'  '' < '  *:  ■ 

During  this  dispute  Betwixt  the  two  Branches  of  the 

LegiflaturC,  rcfpe&ing  the  R’ghtand  Equity  of  Taxing 
the  Proprietary  Lftatc,  we  received  Intelligence  from 
the  Back  Parts  of  the  Province,  of  what  we  daily  ex¬ 
pected  and  much  dreaded.  That  a  Party  of  French 
and  Indians  had  made  an  Inciirfiori  on  lome  of  the 
Settlements  near  the  SuJifHehannah\  kill  d  a  Number  of 
the  Inhabitants  and  taken  others  Frifoners.  That  a 

f*  ”  -  +  ■  *  _  *  *  •  ,  C'.  r 

la  ge  Body  were  moving  towards  the  more  fettled  Parts 
of  the  Province  ;  and  that  the  Shawanesc  and  DeU~ 


wara 


toares  had  deferted  the  En?lijh>  and  engaged  to  affift 
the  French  againft  us.  And  this  was  done  in  Expec¬ 
tation  of  being  reftored  to  the  Country,  which  they 
contend  had  been  taken  from  them  by  Fraud ;  and  with¬ 
out  any  Cotlfideration.- 

*  „  rv  •  t  r  •  ■  ' 

..  ;  •_ .  ;  ,/  .  ,  ; 

The  Aflembly,'  as  all  feemed  now  at  Stake,  again 
gave  Dcmonftration  of  their  Love  to  their  Country* 

-i  ■  .« 

and  of  their  Defire  to  defend  it.  A  Bill  ror  granting. 
^.60,000  to  rhe  King’s  Ufe,  was  prepared  and  palled 
the  Houle  *,  in  the  Framing  of  this  Bill,  to  av®id  any 
further  Difpute  with  the  Governor,  they  admitted  all 
the  Amendments  he  had  made  in  the  Bill  he  had  lately 
reje&ed,  lave  that  for  tota  ly  exempting  the  Proprie-^ 

tary  Eftate  *,  and  inferted  a  Claufe  by  which  the  Right 
to  that  Exemption  was  entirely  lubmitted  to  his  Ma~ 
jefty’s  Royal  Determination:  The  AlTembly  could’ nor 
conceive  that  the  Governor  would  have  the  hardinefi 
to  reje£fc  an  offer  fo  ecuitable,  at  a  Time  when  the  ex¬ 
treme  Diflrefs  of  our  Frontiers  had  made  Supplies  for 
their  Protection  fo  neceftary.  What  had  he  to  fear 


from  it }  If  their  Exemption  Be  founded  on  one  of  the 


cc  juft  Rights  of  Government,**  as  he  infilled,  thole 
cc  juft  Rights”  are  well  underftood  by  his  Majefty  and 
Miniftry.  The  Proprietaries  were  on  the  Very  Spot 
where  the  Determination  was  to  be  had,  arid  might 
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h*ake  thofe  juft  Rights  appear,  if  there  were  ally.  And 
tho  they  happened  not  ro  be  rhere*  moft:  certainly, 
they  might  fafely  confide  ih  his  Majefty’s  known  Wif- 
dom  and  Juftice,  for  the  Prefervation  of  their  Rights* 
However,  the  Governor,  it  feems,  thought  if  not  pru¬ 
dent  to  repofe  fuch  a  Confidence  in  his  Majefty  *,  but 

f  '  <r  '  * 

rejected  fo  candid  an  offer,  and  refufed  the  Bill  in  the 
following  fhort  and  evafive  Manner.  cc  I  fhall  not 
enter  into  the  Difpute  whether  the  Proprietaries 
“  ought  to  be  taxed  or  not,  ’tis  fufficient  for  me  that 
“  they  have  given  me  no  Power  in  that  Cafe.” 

In  this  Situation  what  could  the  Aflembly  do  !  Ori 
the  oiie  Hand,  they  faw  that  if  they  acceded  to  the 
Governors  Amendments  and  M.  afures,  they  would  be 
juftly  chargeable  with  the  moft  flagrant  Breach  of 
Truft,  in  furrrendering  up  irretrievably  the  facred 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  People,  with  intailing  on 
themfelves  and  their  Pofterity,  Poverty  and  Vafla’age 
for  ever.  On  the  other  Hand,  they  faw  a  lavage 
blood-thirfty  Enemy  butchering  their  Fellow  Subjcds. 
They  had  preRnted  many  Bills  granting  Supplies  td 
the  Crown,  of  very  different  Kinds,  which  were  all 
tcje&ed  on  the  moft  groundlefs  Pretences.  Some  for 
hot  being  confonaht  to  obfolete  Royal  Inftruftions^ 
which  were  occasionally  fent  ovef  to  a  former  Cover- 
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nor,  tho!  that  Governor,  after  his  Receipt  »f  them, 
had  palled  an  Ad  of  the  fame  Tenor,  which  had  been 
approved  of  by  his  Majefty.  Some,  for  being  con¬ 
trary  to  the  fuppofed  Spirit  of  an  Ad  of  Parliament, 
tho’  the  Act  idelf  did  not  extend  to  this  Colony,  but 
was  made  for  the  Eaftcrn  Colonies  only.  Others,  for 
being,  as  wasaffirmed?  of  an  fc  extraordinary  Narure, 98 
tho9  fupported  by  Precedents  either  of  our  Mother 
Gonftitution,  or  of  this  particular  Province.  And 
another,  becaufe  the  Proprietary  Eftate  was  taxed  in 
Common  with  the  Eftates  of  the  reft  of  his  Majefty’s 
Subjects,  for  its  own  Protection.  All  this,  in  my 
Opinion,  amounts  to  Demonftration,  that  unlefs 
they  would  confent  to  grant  Supplies  in  any  Manner, 
which  the  Governor,  influenced  by  his  Initructions, 
fhould  direct,  none  would  be  accepted.  And  that 
nothing  would  fadsfy  our  Proprietaries,  but  a  Reduc¬ 
tion  of  our  Alfemblies,  to  a  Level  with  the  French  Par¬ 
s'  J  j  "  i  ?  V-5 

liament9  incapable  of  making  any  Laws  but  by  Direc¬ 
tion,  and  difallowed  every  Power  but  the  vain  Power 
of  regiftring  the  Edicts  of  their  Monarch*  However, 
in  a  Dilemma  fo  critical  as  this,  our  Alfembly  acted  as 
became  Britons  :  *  They  declared,  u  that  thofe 

u  who 

Mcffagc  of  Aff, 

.  ,  *  v  *  ‘  V  '  it 
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who  would  give  up  effential  Liberty  to  purchafe 
temporary  Safety,  deferv  d  neither  Liberty  norSafety.” 
They  determined  to  hold  out  to  the  laft,  and  cleave 
to  the  wreck  of  their  Liberties,  whilfi  any  of  its  Parts 
exifted,  and  to  expire  with  them. 

I  -V  '  -  **  r 

This  Refolution  difmayed*  not  the  Governor*,  ob- 
ftinate  as  the  AfTembly  was  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty, 
he  was  yet  determined  to  break  them  to  the  Yoke  of 

Proprietary  Inftrudions.  He  confidered  that  Mat- 

•»  •  *  « 

ters  were  now  brought  to  fuc'h  an  Iffiie,  that  the  A f- 
lembly  coaid  no  longer  of  themfelves  grant  Supplies 
for  the  Protcdion  of  the  Inhabitants;  their  Funds 


being  quite  emptied.  He  faw  a  Spirit  of  Fadion 
and  Difcontent  at  the  public  Meafures  prevail  among 
the  People  ;  that  a  Storm  was  collecting,  which  muff 
burfl:  fomewhere.  He  found  that  the  AfTembly  were 
not  to  be  Terrified  out  of  their  Rights  and  Privileges,  ei¬ 
ther  by  the  Menaces  of  their  Governor,  or  by  the 
Incurfions  of  their  favage  Foes  *,  and  therefore  re- 
jfolved  to  try  another  Expedient  to  <*ffeduajte  his  De¬ 
signs.  His  Confidents,  and  peculiar  Intimates,  wrote 

/  -  -  f  ♦  *  <•  * 

Letters  into  the  feveial  Counties,  to  his  Partizans 
and  Dependants,  condemning  the  Condud  of  the 
Aflembly,  extolling  the  Governors  Meafures,  and  en¬ 
joining  them  to  fend  down  the  People  in  Multitudes* 

r\  vl  ^ 

to 


rs 


to  infill  that  the  Aflembly  fhould  give  up  the  Points 
contended  for,  and  grant  Supplies  on  the  Governors 
own  Terms.  Accordingly,  about  zoo  came  down 
with  one  Hambright,  a  Tavern-keeper,  and  others  of 
that  Bulinefs,  who  hold  their  Licences  under  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  at  their  Head.  Immediately  on  their  Arrival* 

the  Governors  Fadion  difperfed  amongll  them,  and, 

« 

by  every  Art  in  their  Power,  malicioufly  endeavoured 
to  inflame  their  Minds  againff  the  Aflembly.  The 
fatal  Confequences,  which  might,  with  great  Proba¬ 
bility,  attend  fuch  tumultuous  Proceedings,  gave  dread¬ 
ful  apprehenfions  to  the  more  moderate  and  reputa¬ 
ble  Inhabitants  of  the  City  \  they  laboured  to  ap- 
peafe  them-,  gave  a  fair  and  impartial  Reprefentation 
of  the  Aflembly’s  Condudl  \  pointed  out  the  mifchi- 
evous  Effe&s  of  their  Behaviour  to  this  milled  Mob  of 

People,  and  in  the  End  were  happy  enough  to  undeceive 
them.  They  promifed  to  behave  with  Decency  to¬ 
wards  both  Branches  of  the  Legiflature,  and  the  next 
Morning  waited  on  the  Governor,  who,  fufpe&ing 
them  to  be  undeceived,  and  that  the  Storm  which 
his  Party  had  railed,  might  burft  on  his  own  Head, 
thought  it  good  Policy,  after  having  palTed  fome  En¬ 
comiums  on  his  own  Adminiftration,  and  Readinefs 
to  proted  them,  to  produce  a  Letter  from  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries,  giving  £.5000  towards  their  Defence*. 

X  Having 
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Having  left  the  Governor  they  waited  on  the  AfTem- 
bly,  and  being  admitted,  were  asked  by  the  Speaker 

“  whether  tht7  dcfitc'a  that  the  Houfe  ffiouldgive  up 
"  any  Rights,  which,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Houfe, 

“  they  werc  entitled  to.”  They  anfwered  in  the  Ne¬ 
gative  ;  adding,  “  that  they  were  far  from  requiting 

"  any  Thin§  of  the  Kind.  That  all  they  wanted  was 
“  to  accommodate  Matters  to  that  the  Prov  nce  might 
“  be  defended.”  And  not  as  the  Author  of  the  Pam¬ 
phlets  falfely  and  ablurdly  affirms,  “  that  they  did 
“  not  underftand  what  Liberties  they  had  to  give  up 
when  their  Lives  were  every  Hour  in  Danger.” 


■Tin-  Governor  being  thus  again  difappointed,  laid 
before  the  Houfe  the  Proprietaries  offer  of  -f .  ycoo. 
Upon  which,  the  Alterably  immediately  prepared  a 
new  Bill,  granting  £.55000  to  his  Majefty's  Ufe,  to 
be  raifed  by  a  general  Tax,  oh  the  People’s  Eftates 
only,  exempting  the  Proprietaries,  in  Confideration 
of  this  Gift.  Thus  the  Storm  for  the  Prefent  blew 
ovci,  and  a  large  Supply  was  granted  for  our  Pro¬ 
tection.  The  Monies  were  to  be  laid  out  by  certain 
Comnnffioneis appointed  bytheBill  j  fome  of  tbcm, 
of  the  Governor’s  Council,  others  of  theAffembly, 
the  Governor  having  a  Negative  upon  fuch  Difpo- 
fitions,  as  the  Proprietaries  Repreientative.  With 

this 


3s ;  *< 


this  Supply  u  a  Chain  of  Forts  and  Block-Houfes, 
<c  extending  from  the  River  Delaware  along  th e  Kit- 
u  tatinny  Hills  to  the  Maryland  Line,  was  erected, 
ct  They  are  fltuatediat  convenient  Difhnces  from  each 
<4  other,  and  at  the  moft  important  Paffes  through 

the  Mountains,  and  garrifoned  with  Companies,  all 
<x  in  the  Pay  of  the  Province,  from  75  to  25  Men 
<c  each,  according  to  the  Situation  and  Importance  of 
<c  the  Place.”  The  Inhabitants  were*  furnifhed  with 
Arms  and  Ammunition,  and  the  Frontiers^  from  the 
mofl  naked  State,  put  into  a  proper  Pofture  of  De¬ 
fence. 

M. 

But  fuch  were  the  Neceffities  of  the  Province  at 
that  Time,  that  this  Money  melted  apace,  and  was 

foon  expended  *>  all  but  the  /\jooo  expected  from 
the  Proprietaries  ;  which  may  ealily  be  accounted  for, 
as  they  did  not  think  the  Emergency  fo  great  as  to  re¬ 
quire  the  Payment  thereof,  agreeable  to  their  En¬ 
gagement.  However,  a  further  Sum  of  Money  was 
absolutely  necedary.  Without  it,  the  Soldiers  in  Pay 
of  the  Province  could  not  be  fubfided  j  and  without 
them,  the  Garrifons  could  not  be  maintained,  but 
muft  be  either  deftroyed,  or  fall  into  the  Enemy’s 
Hands.  The Aflembly  forefeeing  thefe  Mifchiefs  did 
with  their  ufual  Chearfulnefs  and  Expedition,  pre 

T  z  P 
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pare  a  Bill  for  granting  £.40,000  to  the  King's  Ufe, 
for  the  aforefaid  Purpofes,  to  be  raifed  by  a  general 
Tax  on  all  E Hates  in  the  Province.  But  the  Proprie- 
tanes  were  fo  far  from  receding  from  their  unjuft 
Claim  of  Exemption  from  the  general  Tax,  that  they 
fent  over  Inftrudions  reftraining  the  Governor,  as 
he  faid,  from  aiTenring  to  any  Bill,  by  which  their 
Eftates  were  to  be  Taxed. 


The  Excife-Biil  before  mentioned,  being  expired, 
which  created  a  Fund,  whereby  the  Aflembly  had 
erer  defrayed  the  incidental  Charges  of  Government  j 
they  prepared  a  Bill,  during  this  Seflion,  for  extend¬ 
ing  it  to  rhe  fame  Purpofes,  for  the  Space  of  ten  Years 

longei,  and  prefented  it  to  the  Governor.  But  being 
reftrained  by  Proprietary  Inftrudibns,  as  the  Atfemt 
bly  had  often  told  him,  he  refufed  his  A/fent,  but 
with  gieatet  Shew  of  Candor  and  Ingenuity,  than 
he  had  been  accuftomed  to.  The  real  Caufe  of  this 
Change  of  Behaviour,  was  the  certain  Advice  he  had 
received,  that  Mr.  Denny,  pur  prefent  Gover¬ 
nor,  was  fhortly  to  fucceed  him  5  and  willing 
confer  one  Obligation  on  the  Affembly,  during  hi? 
embroiled  Adminiftration,  not  doubting  but  they 
would  be  plcafed  with  the  Novelty  of  it,  and  ey- 
pedfing,  I  prefume,  (omeCempenfation  for  the  many 


[  H7  ] 

great  and  eminent  Services  he  had  done  his  Country* 
he  Tent  down  the  following  Article  of  the  Proprietary 
Jnftrudions. 

“  You  fhall  not  give  your  Affent  to  any  Law  for  pro¬ 
longing  any  Excife,  or  railing  any  Money  on  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Province  of  Pennjylvama ,  un- 
lefs  there  be  an  ena£ting  Claufe,  that  all  Money  ariling 
from  the  laid  Excife,  or  other  Duties,  fhall  be  diipo fed 
of,  only  as  we,  or  either  of  us,  exercifing  the  Office  of 
Governot,  or  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  or  in  Cafe 
his  Death  or  abfence,  the  Prelident  of  the  Council, 
and  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  for  the  Time  being 
fhall  dire£t,  and  not  otherwife*” 

a  * 

*  * 

The  Refolve  of  the  Houle,  upon  the  above  Xnftruc-; 
lion,  was 'as  follows, 

Refolvedy 

That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  laid 
Proprietary  Inftauftion  was  the  principal,  if  not  the  only 
Obftrudion,  to  the  palling  the  fevcral  Bills  offered  to 
the  Governor  by  the  kft  Affembly,  for  granting  Money 
to  the  King’s  IJ Co, 

*  ,  * 

’  ,  -  t  .  ' 

Refolvedy 
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Kcfo/ved, 

That  r^c  laying  an  Excife  on  Prong  Li- 

<]i  o. ,  pn/Iccl  in  i744>  the  Adt  granting  ^*.5  ooq 

for  thcK'pg’s  Ufe,  palled  24th  1744,  by  which 
r,;c  feict  for  laying  an  Excife  on  frrong  Liquors  was 
continued  for- 1.0  Years,  next  after  Jme  7th  1 746,  have 
.received  the  Royal  Approbation. ;  . .  .  • 


•v  -  r  *  *  v  #  „ 

After  w  at  hath  been  (aid,  the  judicious  and  ,..v 
cand:d  Reader,  will  require  no  other  Proof,  that  this 
arc!  other  Proprietary  Inftrudions,  were  the  foie  Im- 

Pfo™ts  to  'he  palling  the  feveral  Supply  Bills  of  this 
Nature,  which  former  Afemblies  had  offered  to  the 
Governs  for  the 'King’s  Ufe.  He  will  perceive,  that 

as  fuch  Ads  hive,  for  more  than  thirty  Years  naft 
been  found  necefTary  for  defraying  the  Charges  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  approved ’of  by  the  Crown ’  any* In- 
ftrudion  prohibiting  them,  is  adireft  Infringement,  of 
t  ie  L; berries  and  Privileges  of  the  Subjed  ;  he  will 
perceive  that  all  Proprietary  Inflrudions  whatever,  not 
warranted  by  the  Laws  of  Great-Britair,,  or  not  con. 
folcnt  with  our  Royal  Charter,  arc  illegal  and  in  them- 
felvcs  void  ;  and  alfo,  that  if  our  Proprietaries  fliould 
be  any  longer  permitted,  to  reftrain  their  Governors, 

from  paffng  fuch  Laws  as  the  Aflembly  fha]]  conceive 
ncceflary  for  our  Defence,  it  mud  in  the  End  infal¬ 
libly 


'•,  4 


r*  * 


libly  prove  the  Ruin  of  this  Province,  and  be  of  fatal 

jM  • 

Confequence  to  the  Britijh  Colonies  in  America. 

Having  brought  d  nvn  the  Conuoverfy  betwixt  the 
two  Branches  of  otjrLeg'flat  ire  thus  far,  I  iliall  here 
make  a  few  additional  Animadverfions  on  the 
two  Pamphlets,  and  fevcral  Papers  and  Petitions  there¬ 
in  mentioned,  which  have  fupplyed  the  Author  with  £•> 
copious  a  Fund  ror  Remarks.  The  *  firft  is  a  Piece 
quoted  from  the  Supplement  to  the  New-  Mercury. 

if  -  i 

So  great  is  this  Author’s  Venera  ion  £ or  Truth  end  In¬ 
genuity,  that  he  would  fain  perfue.de  the  World, 
this  was  not  a  Creature  of  his  own.  But  the  Fadt  is 
notorious,  and  if  he  per  lifts  in  a  Denial,  mav  be  proved 
by  the  Atteftation  of  a  very  worthy  Gentleman  of  the 
fame  Country  and  Profellion  with  himfelf :  T he  Author 
of  the  B,  V \  and  the  Author  of  the  Piece  quoted,  are 
but  one  and  the  fame  identical  Perfon,  The  Gentle¬ 
man  I  have  fpoke  of  law  it  at  the  Time  of  writing, 
and  counfelled  him  againft  Publifhing  it,  as  it  could 
anfwer  no  good  End  ;  but  on  the  Contrary  mult  fo¬ 
ment  Party  Flame  and  Diflention,  amongft  a  People 
too  much  difunited  already.  The  Anfwer  he  returned 
fufficiently  declares  the  Goodnejs ,  and  Benevolence  of 

his 
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his  Soul ;  ’twas  this,  <c  Alas  1  Sir,  our  Circurnftances 
<c  are  widely  different;  you  are  at  the  Height  of  your 
*c  Preferment,  but  that  is  not  my  Cafe  yet.*’  A  de¬ 
fire  of  Preferment^  therefore,  was  the  Motive  of  his 

•  •  •  ,  *  ) 

C  mdudt  ;  and  whoever  makes  that  his  Motive,  ex¬ 
amines  not  the  Equity  of  a  Caufe  ;  he  will  profecute 

V  _  4t_  •  •  ^ 

it,  as  our  Author  hath  done,  in  Defiance  of  Truth 
and ‘Jti (lice;  in  Contempt  of  Law  and  Religion;  in 
Violation  of  every  Duty,  whether  facred  or  civil.  Af¬ 
ter  the  information  we  have  given  him,  the  Reader 

cannot  be  at  a  Lois  to  Account  for  the  numerous  En¬ 
comiums,  which  the  Authors  of  the  two  Pieces  men¬ 
tioned  confer  upon  each  other  ;  and  toexcufe  the  Li¬ 
berty  taken  qf  altering  the  Senie  as  well  as  Didtion  of 
the  Supplement*  when  tranfcribed  into  the  Brief  Viero^ 
the  more  effe&ually  to  ferve  the  Author’s  Purpofe.  The 
Sub  fiance  thereof  hath  beep  often  repeated  in  the  two 
Pamphlets ;  all  except  a  Couple  of  forged  Letters  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  wrote  from  a  Gentleman  at  Montreal  to 
his  friend  at  Paris .  The  only  proper  Anlwers  to 

which,  were  found  in  the  Pockets  of  a  French  Officer 

$ 

of  Diftin&ion,  flain  in  the  Battle  at  La^e-Ceoroe, 
Printed  in  New-York^  and  publifhed  by  Humphrey 
Scourge.  | 

Th* 

t  Vi4 :  ’lit for  Tat,  or,  th  Score  wip'd 


The  fecoiid  Piece  which  claims  our  Notice,  is  ail 
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-Addrefs  Troni  lome  of  the  People  called  Quakers, 

Which,  he  affirms,  cc  was  in  their  own  Names,  and 

■ 

cc  the  Names  of  all  the  Quakers  in  the  Provin  eT 
hied  certainly,  this  An: hor  lies  under  fame  Incapacity 
telling  Truth,  or  reprefenting  a  Fa6t  as  it  really  is  ", 
tor,  from  his  owrt  Tranfcript  it  appears,  that,  indead 
of  being  c‘  in  the  Names  of  all  the  Quakers,  in  the 
u  Province,  it  was  C€  tile  Addrefs  of  iome  of  the 
■  Pcopk  called  Quakers,  This  being  really  the 

Cafe,  it  cannot  fairly  and  rationally  be  deemed  an  A  ft 
of  the  Heads  of  any  particular  Meeting,  much  lefs  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting  *,  but  an  Aft  unadvifedly  begun* 
piecipitateiy  and  rufhly  done  by  a  few*  who  figned  it* 
to  the  Number  only  of  zf.  This  is  further  confirmed 
by  the  Chearfulnefs  wih  which  that  People  have  fmee 
paid  the  general  Tax,  againft  which  this  Addrefs  was 
particularly  pointed  ;  there  not  being  one  in  a  Thou- 
land  who  have  permitted  their  Effedsto  be  feized,  or 
refilled  to  pay  it.  And  how  far  it  influenced  the  Ac¬ 
tions  of  the  Ailembly,  will  appear  from  the  following 
Cenlure  palled  upon  it  by  the  Hoilfe,  viz*  c;  That 
*c  it  was  alfuming  greater  Right  than  they  were  n* 
ec  veiled  with,  and  an  Indication  that  they  h  d  not  duly 

ts  confidered  what  had  been  heretofore  trmad  d  hi 

* 

“  the  Aflemblies  of  this  Province  ;  particularly  in 

U  Relation 
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<c  Relation  to  an  Act  for  granting  £.1000  to  the 
Queen’s  Ufe  pafTed  in  the  Year  17 1 1,  slid  is  there- 
“  fore  an  unadvised,  and  indifcrcet  application  to 
<c  this  Houfe.’  It  is  con  finned  alio  by  the  large  Sup¬ 
plies  granted  both  before  and  after,  to  the  King’s  Ufe. 

Another  extraordinary  Petition  which  this  Author 
judged  worthy  a  Place  in  his  B.  V >  was  cne  drawn 
up  by  himfclf,  and  fig  lied  by  the  Mayor  of  our  Cor¬ 
poration  and  about  135  Perfcns  befides ;  which,  out 
of  the  numerous  Inhabitants  of  this  City,  were  all 
this  excellent  Magiftrate  could,  (tho’  he  fent  his  Emifi- 
faries  for  that  Purpole,  from  Door  to  Door,)  prevail 
upon,  to  jbin  with  him  in  a  baling  and  inful. ing  the 
Representative  Body  of  the  People.  Many  of  which 
Petitioners,  inffead  of  being  principal  Inhabitants,  as 
they  ftile  ihemlelves,  wTe re  not  even  Freeholders  j  many 
©I  them  Strangers  or  obfatre  Perfons;  many  of  than 
Papifts*,  feme  under  Age,  and  molt  of  them  either 
ignorant  of,  or  avowedly  difaff  tiled  to  the  general  In- 
tereft  of  the  Province.  From  a  Knowledge  of  thefe 
Fails,  and  the  infolcnt  Form  of  the  Reprefcntation; 
the  Afllmbly  thought  it  their  Duty  to  pafs  a  Cenfurc 
on  that  alfo  ;  Part  of  which  follows  here. 

As 


cC  As  it  charges  the  Houfe  with  not  having  a  proper 
Concern  for  the  Lives  of  the  People  of  the  Province, 
and  dictates  in  a  h  ughty  Manner,  to  the  Reprefen- 
tative  Body  of  the  whole  People,  what  Laws  to  be  made, 
and  to  which  the  Preference  ought  to  he  given ;  and 
threatens  to  force  a  Compliance  by  the  Power  of  Num¬ 
bers  if  its  Commands  are  not  obeyed,  it  is  a  Paper  ex¬ 
tremely  prefuming,  indecent,  indolent,  and  improper 
to  be  prefented  to  this  Ho  tife.  And  we  are  further  of 
Opinion,  that  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia , 
bv  becoming  a  Promo' er  and  Ringleader  of  fuch  an 

-  t?  o 

Infiilt  on  this  Part  of  the  Government,  and  by 
his  Authority,  Acts,  and  Influence,  drawing  in  fo 
many  indifereet  People,  to  be  Partakers  with  him  there¬ 
in,  when  he  ought  rather  to  have  been  careful  in  pre- 
ferving  good  Order,  hath  exceedingly  misbehaved 
feimfelf,  and  failed  greatly  in  the  Duty  of  hisStation.5> 

i 

Having  thus,  I  hope,  fully  refuted  the  many  grofs 
Falfifications,  of  our  Pamphlet-Writer,  and  the  many 
flagrant  Mifrepre dentations  of  the  Governor,  I  fhall 
clofe  this  fhort  tho*  vexatious  and  oppreflive  AdminijC 

tration,  heedlefs  as  it  was  Tyrannical,  and  foolifh  as  it 
was  fevere,  in  which  the  People  of  this  Province  ex¬ 
perienced  more  Misfortunes,  than  they  had  ever  known 
fince  its  fir  ft  Settlement,  with  a  Remark  or  two. 


U  . 
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H  ':D  Mr.  Aims  been  well  acquainted  with  the 
Nature  and  Conftitut  on  of  our  Government,  before 


be. received  r  is  Ccmmiihon  and  InftruCticns,  be  muff 

t  %  •  *  ' 

needs  have  known  the  latter  to  be  incompatible  with 
the  former,  as  well  as  with  the  Good  of  the  People  he 
was  :o  govern.  How  far  he  was  morally  juftifiable  in 
accepting  of  his  C  ommifhon  at  all,  on  the  Terms  he 
did,  I  ;  eed  nor  determine  ;  but  when  I  refit  Ct  that  he 
not  only  accepted  of  them  as  the  Rule  of  his  Conduct, 
bur  alio,  after  the  Conviction  he  had  had  of  their 
evil  Tendency,  that  he  hill  concealed  them,  and  pro- 
ft i tuted  his  Reafon  in  Support  of  them,  he  is,  in  my 
Opinion,  ire  pnble  of  Jollification.  For,  ’ti$  more 
than  probable,  that  be  was  privy  to  the  Proprietary 
Schemes,  and  fully  persuaded  that  they  were  well  laid 
ard  practicable.  The  Execution  whereof  will  perhaps 
be  thought  no  di.- agreeable  Undertaking  to  him,  by 
thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  his  arbitrary  Notions  of 
Government.  But  fortunately  for  the  People,  his 
Love  of  Pleafure,  and  Fordnels  for  Company  cn- 
grofied  his  Time  fo  much,  that  his  politico. 
TrapfaCtions  tended  rather  to  defeat  than  ex¬ 
ecute  his  Purpofe  j  and  gave  the  People  an  Oppot- 
runicy’oi  guarding  againft  it,  rather  than  enabled  him- 
ielf  to  accoir  plilh  it,  Tliis  rendered  him  odious  to  the 
public-,  and  in  Private,  diminilhed  that  Efteem  and 

RefpeCt 
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Reipedl:\vhich  his  Creatures  would otherwife  have  paid 
him,  and  conftrained  him  to  ufe  fueh  Means  as  neither  con¬ 
fided  with  his  Duty,  nor  became  his  Station,  to  create 
other  Tools*  and  a  more  confiderable  Party  to  Support 
him.  The  Proprietary  Dependents  greedily  embraced 
the  Opportunity  :  Thofe  very  Ferfons  who  had  tra¬ 
duced  and  libelled  our  Ademblies,  and  kindled  the 
Flames,  of  Difcord  in  the  Province,  immediately 
joined  him.  It  is  a  difagreeable,  tho’  perhaps  a  nc- 
ceflary  T..sk,  to  rake  the  Afhes  of  a  pad  Adminidra- 
tion,  where  the  Perfon  entruded  therewith  hath  con- 

ftantiy  ailed,  in  Contradiction  to  the  good  of  aCom- 

■  -  /•!  a*  ;  & 

munity  ;  could  I  find  out  a  fingle  Aition  of  this 
.Gentleman  that  had  in  it  the  lead  Appearance  of 
Public  Spirit,  I  would  mention  and  applaud  it  with 
Plea fure  y  but,  with  Regret. I  own,  that  after  an  ac- 

To  ■  i  *.< !  fj;. !.  ■  7'\-  °  . 

curate  and  unprejudiced  Examination  of  his  Conduit,  * 
I  have  not  been  fo  happy  as  to  difeover  one  that  can 
juftly  enroll  him  in  the  Lid  of  virtuous  and  good 

T  i.  ,  *  k  •  \  M  '  *  .  » 

Rulers,  Ambition  and  Obdinacy  haunted  him  thro* 

-  4  4  '  . 

every  Scene  of  Aition  •,  the  one  dazzled  his  Eyes 

with  the  glittering  Profpeit  of  Preferment,  while 

■  •  ^  f  *  ■  \  f  /. 

the  other  plunged  him  into  Difficulties  too  deep  for 
him  to  emerge  out  off.  So  far  was  he  from  difeover- 
ing  the  lead  Token  of  Good-Will  and  AfFeition 
the  People  he  govern’d^  that-  he  exerted  ail  his 

Talents 
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Talents  in  disuniting  them,  and  inflaming  their  Minds 
again n  each  other  ;  that  like  the  Bulls  in  the  Fable, 
they  might  the  more  eafily  become  the  Prey  of  their 
Enemy  who  lay  in  wait  to  devour  them.  In  fhort, 
what  was  affnmed  of  Richard  I.  with  Refpedt  to 
England,  is  truly  applicable  co  him,  u  Pennfylvania 
cc  can  be  happy  only  from  his  Abfence 

After  what  hath  been  faid  of  the  laft  Adminiftra- 
tion5  no  one  can  doubt,  but  the  Inhabitants  received 
Mr.  Denny  with  great  Cordiality  and  Regard.  They 
knew  the  Change  could  not  be  worfe,  and  from  that 
Gentlemans  reputed  Moderation,  good  Senfe,  and 

*  •  *  *  ? xf 

Prudence,  they  had  great  Reafon  to  expedt  a  better. 
They  were,  however,  foon  undeceived.  For  being 
bound  by  Proprietary  Inflrudlions  dill  more  re- 
ftri&ivc,  influenced  and  over  ruled  by  the  fame  Pro¬ 
prietary  Council,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  per- 
fue  almoft  the  fame  Meafures,  with  his  PredecelTor. 
At  fir  ft,  indeed,  he  gave  very  hopeful  Prefages  of 

greater  Prudence,  Candour  and  Juflice,  than  Mr. 

*  *  m 
Morris  had  thought  fit  to  exhibit.  One  Inftance 

whereof  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  recite,  as  it  affords  e- 

vincin"  Proof  what  hath  been  infinuated  concerning 

Proprietary  Infhuftions,  and  the  diftrefsful  State  the 

Province  was  in,  between  our  Enemies  on  the  one 

Hand’ 


Hand,  and  our  Rulers  on  the  other  5  the  latter  of 
which  tied  up  Our  Hands,  while  the  former  But¬ 
cher’d  us. 

Mr.  Denny,  upon  his  Arrival,  finding  all  the  Sup¬ 
plies,  granted  by  the  £  5  5*000  Bill,  expended,  fave 
the  Proprietary  ^T.JOOO,  (Part  of  rvhich  remains  un¬ 
paid  to  this  Day,  thd  they  have  been  often  importnned 
to  advance  itf)  and  that  a  further  Supply  was  ablolute- 
Iy  necelfary  for  our  Defence,  called  on  the  AlTembly* 
for  a  further  Sam  of  Money  to  enable  him  to  protect 
the  Inhabitants,  and  keep  up  the  Troops.  He  had 
before  declared  that  he  had  broucht  over  no  Secrets, 
but  would  lay  his  InftrudHons  before  the  Aflembly, 
that  they  might  fee  his  Powers  and  Reftriclions,  and 
take  their  Meafures  accordingly.  This  was  afting 
with  Candor,  and  indeed,  as  Matters  were  circum- 
ftanced,  with  Humanity.  For,  certainly,  nothing 
could  be  more  cruel,  and  at  the  fame  Time  difinge- 
nuous,  than  tor"  a  Governor  'to  be  (hackled  with  In- 

i  * 

ftrudHons,  which  debarr’d  him  from  alfenting  to  Laws 
directly  calculated  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  Lives 
and  Fortunes;  at  a  Time  when  the  Enemy  was  ravaging 
our  Borders,  and  drinking  our  Blood  ;  to  accept  of 
Inftrudtions  like  thefe,  was,  I  fay,  cruel  and  to  con¬ 
ceal  them,  was  both  crusl  anddifingenous :  It  wasftab- 

bing 
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bing  our  Liberties  in  the  Dark,  and  putting  . us  out  of 
all  Capacity  to  defend  them,  Mx,  however* 

in  this  Refpeft,  afted  a  more  honorable,  as  well  as 
a  more  equitable  Part.  He  feenTd  determine  to  bear 
no  other  Burthen  than  his  own,  and  that  if  the  In- 
firudtions  were  arbitrary  and  unconftitutionai,  the 
People  fhould  know  what  they  Were*  that  they  might 

take  the  proper  Meafures  for  Relief  :  And  therefore 
011  the  Atfembly  s  Meflage  requeuing  him  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  them.  Inch  as  related  to  Supply  Bills,  and  the 
'  Railing  of  Money,  he  was  pleafed  to  fend  them 
thofe  extraordinary  and  oppreffive  Inftru&ions* 
which  the  Reader  will  find  in  the  Appendix. 

V 

Ik  Purluance  of  the  Governors  Meflage,  the 

-1  - 

Houfe  taking  into  Conlideration  the  Supplies  necef- 
fary  to  protedlthe  Province,  and  keep  up  the  Forces*, 
immediately  rcfolved  to  grant  £ .6o,OCO  to  the  King’s 
TJfc,  for  thofe  Purpofes*  And  to  avoid  the  Difpute 
refpedHng  the  Taxation  of  the  Proprietary  Eftate, 
chole  to  fink  the  Bills  to  be  fir  tick,  by  an  Excife  on 
Strong  Liquors,  rather  than  a  Land-Tax.  They  fixed 
on  this  Mode  of  railing  Money,  the  more  chearfully, 
as  it  was  One  the  People  had  experienced,  and 
found  eafy  ;  and  alfo  becatife  a  Number  of  pre¬ 
ceding  Excife  Bills  had  been  enaefled  by  Former  Go¬ 
vernors* 


’verndfe,  and  received  the  Royal  Approbation.  Thii 
Bill  was  fent  up  to  the  Governor,  who  notwithftand- 


ing  feveral  -Conferences  were  had  between  him  and 
the  Affentbly,  in  which  the  Invasions  of  the  People's 
Rights,  the  arbitrary  Nature  of  the  Proprietary  In- 
ftru&icms,  the  Impediments  they  occafioned  to  thi 
Defence  of  the  Province*  and  his  Majefty  s  Service* 
and  the  diftrefsful  Situation  of  the  People,  were  pa¬ 
thetically  reprefented,  he  refufed  to  pafs  it,  conceiv¬ 
ing  himfelf  prohibited  by  his  Proprietary  Inftruftionfc 
Upon  which,  tne  Houfe  proceeded  to  make  fome  Re« 
folves  *f  upon  the  arbitrary  and  u  oppreflivc  Na¬ 
ture  of  theie  Inflruff ions,  arid  referring  their 
*c  Rights  in  their  full  Extent  on  all  future  Occafion^ 
*  and  protefting  againft  the  Proprietary  Inftrudions 
and  Prohibitions,  did  Refolve,  <c  neverthelefs  iti 
Duty  to  the  King*  and  Companion  for  the  fufFeir- 


*< 
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“  illg  Inhabitants  of  their  diftrelTcd  Country,  and 
in  humble  and  full  Confidence  of  the  Juftice  of 
his  Majefty,  and  a  Britijb  Parliament,  towavetheic 
Rights  on  this  prefenr  Occafion  only  ;  and  did  fur- 
“  thcr  refolve,  that  a  New  Bill  be  brought  in  for 
“  granting  a  Sum  of  Money  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  and 
“  that  the  fame  be  made  conformable  to  the  faid  Ins 
ftrudions.  According  to  this  Refolve,  a  Bill  was 


formed  by  the  Houfe,  in  every  jRefpetft  agreeable  td 

■  ?  •  W  theft 
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tliefe  oppreffive  Inftrudtions,  for  granting  ^.30000  to 
the  King’s  Ufe* 

From  a  curfory'  View  of  the  InftrudHons,  and  a 
little  Reflexion  on  the  Nature  of  our  Government* 
tho  Reader  will  he  able  to  form  a  juft:  Idea  of  theit 
Legality  and  Policy  ■,  and  how  extremely  repugnant 
they  are  to  the  Liberties  of  the  People.  But  when 
he  confiders  that  the  Proprietaries  have  hy  them 
greatly  enlarged  their  Prohibitions  and  Reftridlions 
on  the  prefect  Governor,  and  debarr  d  him  from  paft* 
fing  any  Bill  for  our  Defence,  utilefs  conformable 
thereto,  at  a  Conjundhite  the  moft  calamitous,  as 
I  have  had  but  too  frequent  Occafion  to  ohferve 
in  the  Courfe  of  this  Work,  he  mu  ft  needs 
acknowledge  with  me  that  they  are  left  inexcufable  j 
that  a  Condudt  like  theirs,  under  thofe  Circum- 
ftances,  was  diredtly  inconfiftent  with  their  Duty  to 
the  beft  of  Kings*,  fince  rhey  abandoned,  as  far  as  in 
them  lay,  a  Province  which  is  placed  more  imme¬ 
diately  under  their  Care  and  Government,  to  the 
outrages  of  a  barbarous  Enemy,  and,  had  the  Af- 
fembly  adhered  to  their  Rights,  as  they  juftly  might, 
even  hazarded  the  total  Lois  of  it  to  the  Crown*  t 

But  that  the  Reader  may  the  more  pcrfedtly  com¬ 
prehend  how  far  his  Majefty s  Service,  and  our  Pro- 

tedlioii 
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teuton  have  been,  and  will  hereafter  be  ohftruded, 
if  thele  1  n ft r unions  are  to  continue  obligatory  on  our 
Governor,  I  fhall  beg  Leave  to  refer  him  to  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  AlTembly  thereon,  which  he  will 
find  in  the  Appendix* 

The  whole  Report,  is  fo  fpirited  and  afifedting, 
as  cannot  fail  to  open  the  Eyes  of  every  Lover  of 
Liberty,  and  take  off  the  Odium  and  Calumnies 
which  have  been  unjuftly  thrown  on  our  faithful  and 
loyal  Afiemblies  •,  it  will,  together  with  what  I  have 
here  faid,  demonffrate  that  they  haye  complied  with 
his  Majefty’s  Orders  for  Defence  of  the  Province,  as 
much  as  in  them  lay*,  and  that  thofe  Orders  have  been 
defeated,  by  the  Ambition  or  Avarice  of  our  Proprie¬ 
taries  in  giving,  and  the  Pertinacity  of  our  Governors 
in  adhering  to  their  oppreffive  Inftrudf  ions.  What  have 
eur  Afiemblies  not  done,  that  was  incumbent  upon  them 
to  do }  Whenever  Supplies  were  demanded,  did  they  not 
offer  them  in  the  ufual,  regular,  conftitutional  Manner.? 
When  the  French  firft  invaded  our  Lands  cn  the 
Ohio ,  they  granted  ^,10000  j  that  Sum  they  uicreafed 
to  £.1  5000  j  that  to  £.10000  \  and  that  to 
^*25000  *,  ftili  augmenting  the  Sum  in  Propor¬ 
tion  to  the  Necellities  of  the  Province.  Did  they 
not  offer  to  raife  thefe  Supplies  by  an  Excife  on  ftrong 
Liquors  ?  A  Mode  to  which  the  People  had  been  ac- 

W  ~  cuflomej 
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ruftomcd,  and  which  was  found  eafy  ?  On  the  other 

Hand,  did  not  the  Governor  reject  thefe  Offers,  un¬ 
der  Pretence  that  they  were  inconfiftent  with  Royal  In- 
ftrudtions  obfolete  and  invalid,  tho’  A£ts  framed 
in  the  fame  Manner,  had  fince  received  the  Royal  Ap¬ 
probation  }  And  when  the  Ailembly  found  that  the 
Governor  would  not  accept  of  thefe  Supplies,  not- 
withftanding  the  diftrefs  of  the  Colony,  unlefs  they 
were  granted  in  a  Manner  oppreffive  to  the  People,  did 
they  not  chearfulJy  borrow,  on  the  Credit  of  the  Houle, 
independent  of  the  Governor,  £.  5  000  for  pur  chafing 
Provifions  and  other  Neceffaries,  in  Purfuance  bf  the 
Secretary  of  States  Letter,  for  the  Forces  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Braddockj  And  were  not  thole  Provifions  ftnjt.ro 
Virginia  before  they  were  wanted?  Did  they  not  timely 
fupply  General  Braddockj  with  every  neceflary  he  re¬ 
quired,  on  the  fhorteft  Warning,  when  Maryland  a&A 
Virginia  had  difappointed  him  ?  And  were  not  the 

Carriages  and  Waggons  for  the  Army  procured  by 
Mr.  Franklin.  who  waited  on  the  General  to  tender 

*  »•  v,  r 

him  the  Service  of  the  Houle  ?  And  did  not  that 

Member  receive  the  Thanks  of  the  Houle  on  that  Oc- 

)  *  * 

calion?And  did  not  the  General,  as  well  by  his  Secretary, 
as  by  his  own  particular  Letter,  return  the  Alfembly 
his  fincereft  Thanks55  for  thofe  Services,  which  would 
othenyife  have  remained  undone  ?  Did  they  not  clear 

die 
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the  Road  over  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  at  the  Expence 
£  5 000’  as  foon  as  defied  by  the  Governor  ;  Did 
they  nor  give  a  Bounty  for,  and  fupply  Commodore 
Spn  with  Seamen,  which  he  had  in  vain  foikited  from 
the  other  Governments  ?  Did  they  not  furnifh  a  large 
Quantity  of  Provifions  and  Cloaths,  for  the  New- 
EngUnd  Troops,  under  General  Shirley  t  And  have 
they  not  received  the  moft  authentic  Teftimonv  from 
that  Gentleman,  of  their  Loyalty  and  Fidelity  to  his 
Ma/efty,  their  ’Readme is  to  obey  his  Orders,  and  to 
further  his  Service  ?  And  after  the  Aflcmbly  had  by 
thefe  Supplies,  funk  the  Funds  of  which  they  had  the* 
Dilp oft tion,  did  they  not  wave  the  unfortunate  Di  fpute 
receding  the  Excife  Bills,  and,  in  Purfuance  of  the 

Governor’s  Requeft,  grant  his  Majefty  the  large  Sum 

-  * 

Of  £.  50000  to  be  railed  by, an  equitable  Tax,  on  all; 
Eftates  in  the  Province?  And  did  not  the  Governor  re-^ 
fufe  this  equitable  Supply,  becanfe  his  Lords  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries  wt  re  to  be  taxed  in  Common  with  the  Reft  - 
of  his  Majefty’s  Subje&s,  for  the  immediate  Pieferva-- 

tion  of  their  own  Eftates,  the’  the  whble  Body  of  the 

>  .  *  ■  .•  .  ■  ; 

Nobility,  the  Royal  Family,  nay  even  his  Majefty 
himfelf  was  taxed  for  that  Purpofe  ?  And  did  not  the 
Aflcmbly  thro’  an  earneft  Defire  to  defend  their  Lives 
and  Fortunes.,  offer  to  fubmit  the  Controverfy  to  his 
Majefty  and  Council,  by  inferring  a  Claufe  in  the  Bill 
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to  refund  the  Proprietaries  Proportion,  in  Cafe  his 
Majefty’s  Pleafurc  fhouid  determine  in  Favour  of  them? 
And  yet,  was  not  their  Governor  fo  deftitute  of  Con¬ 
cern  for  the  Prefervation  of  this  Province,  and  the 
general  Defence  of  America,  as  to  refufe  to  (iibmit 
this  Exemption  to  his  Sovereign’s  equitable  and  juft 

Decifion  ?  Yes,  all  this  have  our  Aftemblies  cheaF? 
fully  done;  nay  more,  thofe  very  Quaker  Aftern” 
blics  fo  much  mifreprefented,  and  fomueh  defamed, 
granted  £.85000  j*  on  the  Governor’s  own  op-* 

.  f  f  1 
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f  Bcfides  the  Sums  mentioned  in  the  Narrative,  the  Aflermr 
biy  have  granted/  500000  and  ’tis  expected  will  foon  add  to  that 
Sum,  another  /’.jcoooo  without  Charging  the  Proprietaries 
Eftares?  with  any  part  thereof.  The  Governor  being  prohibited 
by  his  Inftrudiion,  from  palling  anv  Paw  of  that  kind,  unlefs 
on  the  moft  abject:  Terms.  So  chat  the  Account  of  the  Sums 
granted  by  thefe  Aftemblies,  fo  averfc  to  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  as  our  Author  reprelems  them  to  be,  will  ftand  thus. 


For  purchafing  provifions  and  other  neccflarics  for 

General  Iiraddock.  -  -  -  --  --  - 

•  *  \  •  •  [ 

Tor  cutting  a  Road  for  the  March  of  the  Forces,  over 
the  Alleghany  Mountains  -  -  -  -  - 

For  Provilions  for  rhe  Troops  under  General  Shirley,  * 
For  ctedHng  a  Chain  of  forts  on  our  Frontiers.  - 
For  railing  Men  to  join  the  Forces,  -under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Lord  L'Udon/  •  -  -  -  - 

For  railing,  Cloathing  and  paving  a7ooMen,  ro  a<£t 
.  under  General  Tories .  - 

For  ditto,  under  General  Amherft .  -  -  -  - 
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preflive  Terms.  A  Chain  of  Forts  *  hath  been  e- 
rented  on  our  long  extended  Frontiers,  of  near  20a 
Miles,  fole’y  at  the  Expence  of  this  Province,  tho* 
they  at  the  fame  Time  cover  the  Frontiers  of  Ma 77- 
Undy  Ne'co-Jerfcy,  and  the  lower  Counties  from  the 
Indian  Incurfions. 

Rut  all  this  would  not  fatisfy  the  Proprietary  Party ; 
nothing  lefs  than  the  Refignation  of  the  Quakers 
would  content  them  ;  even  this  was  fubmitted  to  ;  a 
Quorum  of  the  Houfe  is  now  compofed  of  Men  of 
different  Perfuafions,  all  ready  to  facrifice  every  Thing 
that  s  dear  to  them  for  the  Service  and  Defence  of 
their  Country,  would  the  Proprietaries  vouchfafe  but 
to  unmanacle  their  Hands ;  and  yet  the  adverfe  Party 
is  equally  difeontented,  and  equally  clamorous;  no 
public  Meafure,  tho’  ev  er  fo  filutary,  is  purfued,  no 
Law  pafled,  without  encountering  their  raoft  virulent 
Oppofition.  And  this  is  likely  to  be  the  Cafe,  till  the 
People  are  either  happy  enough  to  overpower  it,  or 
filly  enough  to  invefi:  the  Legiflative  Authority  in  the 
Hands  of  thofe,  who  already  poffefs  the  Executive* 
on  the  Slavifh  and  deteftable  Terms  of  During  their 
Maflers  Pleafure . 

•  •  .  I 

.  J  ;  »  :  -  ;u..* 

*  Oncof  rbefe  Forts  hathcoft  the  Provinsa  ac  kaft  f.^ooco 
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ImUst  be?;  the  Readers  Indulgence  a  little  longer* 
while  I  confoder  the  Remedy  propofed  by  the  Writer 
of  theie  Pamphlets  for  the  pretended  Difeafes  of  thi^ 
Province.  Fiom  hence  the  Reader  will  e  nceive  an 
adequate  Idea  of  the  Man  and  his  Prncipks,  the  Weak- 
nefs  of  his  Head*  and  the  Wkkedneis  of  his 
Heart* 

« 

In  his  Brief  State  p.  35?,  he  obfeives  that,  u  de£ 
<c  perate  as  the  Cafe  is  here*  a  Remedy  in  England  is 
t4  eafy*>  let  the  Parliament  but  mike  a  Law  to  the  fob* 
cc  lowing  Etfkl ;  to  oblige  all  thofe  who  fit  in  Aflem- 
cc  bly,  to  take  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  to  his  Majefty* 
“  and  perhaps  a  Teft  or  Declaration,  that  they  will 
cc  not  icfufe  to  defend  their  Country  again  ft  a  ll  his 
<c  Majefty’s  Enemies/*  By  this  he  pro pofes  effectually 
to  exclude  the  Quakers  from  their  indubitable  Right* 
of  being  c  ho  fen  as  Reprefenratives  of  the  People  •,  that 
when  they,  who  have  fo  long  promoted  the  Good* 
and  maintained  the  Liberty  of  this  Province,  are  re¬ 
moved,  the  Creatures  of  Proprietary  Power,  may  fire-* 
ceed  in  their  Room,  and  with  mere  Eafe,  enflave  the 
Inhabitants,  and  prey  on  the  Vitals  of  their  Country* 
But  how  loft  to  Modcfty*  and  Common  Senfe  imift 
this  Author  be,  to  propofe  a  Scheme  fo  unjuft  and  an* 
bitrary  to  the  Patrons  of  Liberty,  a  Britijb  Par-* 

1  liament ! 


1  £  ^  ^  \  i  I  ^  H  *  * 

iianierit  l  Could  his  Vanity  prompt  him  to  ima %iM 
that  either  his  Rhetoric ,  or  his  Logic  could  mifleaa 
them  Front  the  Paths  of  Judice,  fo  far  as  to  deprive 
near  44000  Inhabitants  of  a  Rjght,  with  which  the 

Laws  of  their  Country  and  Condi  tution  endue  them  I 

•  *  •  . 

Could  he  be  fo  vain  as  to  imagine  they  would,  upon 
his  crude  Suggedions,  deprive  the  Quakers,  who  have 
been  always  found  an  affedlionate  and  a  loyal  Peoplei 
of  thofe  Privileges,  for  which  they  left  their  native 

c  *  •> 

Land,  and  fettled  in  a  favage  uncultivated  Delart  ?  that 
they  ,  would  wreft  the  legiflUtive  Power,  out  of  the 
Hands  of  thofe  who  had  never  mifapplied  it,  but;  ori 
the  Contrary,  whofe  prudent  Management  had  ren¬ 
dered  this  Province,  without  the  lead  Expence  to  thfe 
Britifo  Nation,  for  its  Felicity,  Wealth,  Opulence^ 

and  Commerce^  the  admiration  of  Europe  ;  and  alt 

«  > 

to  enable  his  Mafters,  to  enflave  the  Country  > 

He  is  farther  for  €C  fufpending  to  the  Germans^ 
ct  their  Right  of  voting  till  they  have  {Efficient  Know- 
G<  ledge  of  our  Language,  and  Conditutio«.J>  That 
this  Provifion  is  equally  reafonable  with  the  former,  j 
I  grant ;  for  Nothing  can  be  more  unreafbnable  than 

j  3  *  * 

both.  1c  was  that  promifing  Alpedl  of  Liberty,  foif 
which  Fennfylvania  was  fo  renowned,’  that  induced 
&h£  Germans  to  tranfplant  their  Eftates  and  Families  - 

Wt< 
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into  this  Colony  *,  how  ungenerous,  how  unjuft  there¬ 
fore  would  it  be,  to  defraud  thefe  People  of  thofe  Ad¬ 
vantages  and  Privileges,  they  were  made  to  expedl* 
and  had  a  Right  to  enjoy  •,  and  among  others,  thofe 
of  voting,  and  being  voted,  for  Reprefentatives,  I 
leave  any  Man  who  has  lefs  Patriality,  than  this  Au¬ 
thor,  to  determine.  This  Scheme  is  full  as  poiitical>  as 
it  is  rational  and  juft  \  for  doubtlefs,  whenever  it  is  our 
Cafe  to  fee  it  accomplifhed,  thefe  Quakers,  and  thefe 
Germans ,  will  feek  a  Country  more  juft  and  more  hot 
pitable  than  this,  and  leave  our  Pamphleteer  and  his 
Party,  to  rule  the  remaining  three  Tenths  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  at  their  f  leafure  and  Difcreticn. 


The  other  Parts  of  his  Syftem,  are  of  a  Piece  with 
the  forementioned,  all  equally  ab furd  and  chjmeiicah 
He  would,  it  feems,  have  thefe  People  <c  inflrudled  in 
«  the  Nature  of  free  Government  by  Proteftant  Mi- 
“  nifteis,  and  School- Matters.”  Thus  we  find  Re¬ 
ligion  is  to  give  Way  to  Polices,  tho’,  in  my  humble 
Opinion  it  would  be  much  better,  and  more  to  the  E- 
molument  of  the  Public,  if  every  Mi rtifter  would  flick 
to  his  Bible,  and  every  Scboolmaji er  to  his  Grammar % 
But  we  may  guefs  what  this  worthy  Gentleman  means 
by  free  Government,  from  the  extraordinary  Remedy 
fee  hath  propofed  ;  it  is  a  Government  wherein  the 

eftfiblifhed 


* 


-eftabliftied  Rights  of  the  People  may  be  violated  to 
fe  -he  Ends  of  Avarice  or  Ambition.  In  which  this 
Autnor  and  his  Parry  may  arbitrarily  dire 61  what  Man- 
re-  or  Uiagc,  what  Rights,  and  fhare  of  Property 
the  Germans  and  Quakers  (hall  have.  A  Government 
in  which  they,  mav  at  Will  iffiie  forth  their  Edicts, 
trample  anon  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  and  infringe 
both  the  Royal  and  Proprietary  Charters.  Acpl  but  a 
(landing  Militia,  fubjefl  to  the  incontroulable  Power 
of  His  Patrons,  to  keep  thefe  Germans  and  Quakers 
in  Awe,  and  he  expedts  they  will  then  vote  as  directed, 
the  Freedom  of  Eledions  will  be  deftroyed,  our  AR 
fembiies  either  abolifh’d,  or  made  obfequious  to  the 
Wih  of  their  Superiors,  and  Liberty  and  Virtue  exift 

no  more } 

•  - 

. 

His  radicated  Malice  towards  rhe  Germans,  extends 
hfclf  ftill  further,  he  would  make  “  all  Bonds,  Con- 
«  trads.  Wills,  and  other  Legal  Writings  void,  unlels 
t£  in  the  Er^ltfh  Tongue.’’  Thus  would  all  Securities, 
Titles,  and  Contrails,  drawn  in  the  German  Language  > 
be  invalidated  ;  the  Eftates  and  Debts  of  the  Parties 

loft,  and  fo  themfelves  reduced  to  Poverty  and  Want. 

\ 

He  would  alfo  have  it  ordained,  that  no  News- 
Paper,  Almanack,  “  or  any  other  Periodical  Paper, 

X  a,  ty 
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**  whatever  Ncime  it  tray  he  called,  be  printed  ©rpr* 
^  culated  in  a  foreign  Language. 


Npvv  upon  a  Review  of  this  extraordinary  Re- 
l^edy,  hew  arbitrary,  unjuff,  and  cruel  does  it  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  !  He  would  deprive,  according  to  his  own 
Computation,  154000  Perfons  of  their  Right  to  re- 
prefent  the  People  in  AfTcmbly,  or  even  of  being 
th  pm  (elves  reprefented  \  and  would  thus  fubjeft  them 
to  tlip  Obedience  and  Penalties  of  Laws,  to  which 
they  never  consented,  and  in  the  making  oh  which 
they  had  no  Share.  He  would  invalidate  and  annul 
Contra&s,  authorized  by  the  Laws  of  our  Ccnftitu- 
tion,  to  the  infinite  Damage  and  Lofs  of  the  Contrac¬ 
tors,  who  are  one  half  of  the  People,  He  would 
faddlc  upon  the  Germans  ecclefadical  Power  and  Au¬ 
thority,  under  the  whfmhcal  Pretence  of  having  them 
taught  cc  free  Government,  by  Proteffant  MiniftersT 
He  would  deprive  them  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  \ 
and,  for  ought  I  know,  even  that  of  reading  their 
Bibles  in  their  native  Tongue  ^  for  wh©  can  fet  Bounds 
to  his  Malignity  ?  And  thus,  in  Fine,  would  he  erebl 
the  Edifice  of  De/potrfm  on  the  one  Hand,  and  of 
‘  Caflalagc  on  the  other. 

r  ^ .  ;  - 


it 


Such  then,  is  the  Scheme  he  has  the  Confidence  to 

,  -  ,  i*  7 

recommend  to  the  Britijh  Parliament;  a  Scheme  preg¬ 
nant  alike  with  Abfurdity,  and  Injuftice  :  Can  a  higher 
Indignity  be  poflibly  offered  thofe  glorious  Supporters, 
and  Lovers  of  Liberty  ?  Nay  more,  as  a  Mark,  no 
doubt  of  his  Attachment  to  the  prefent  happy  Efta- 
blifhment,  and  theilluftrious  Family  upon  the  Throne, 
he  would  recommend  the  Execution  of  this  Scheme  to 

•i 

his  Majefty  himfelf,  a  Native  of  Germany,  and  who  by 

4 

his  Valour  and  Wifdom  refeued  the  Empire  from  French 
Slavery  and  Devaftation. 

And  now,  in  my  Turn,  I  would,  with  all  due  De¬ 
ference  to  my  Superiors,  beg  Leave  to  propole  a  Re¬ 
medy  for  the  real  Maladies  of  this  Province.  The 
Fever  of  Ambition  and  a  Lull  of  Power,  have  long 
ravaged  our  Conftitution,  enfeebled  our  Laws,  and 
corrupted  our  Courts  of  Juftice  ;  our  E dates  and  Pro¬ 
perties,  have  no  permanent  or  lolid  Foundation  and 
Security  *,  illegal,  unconftitutional  Inftru&ions  are 
forced  upon  us  ;  and  have  obftru&ed  every  falutary 
Law,  and  every  rational  Mealure  conceited  for  our 
Defence,  in  Obedience  to  his  Majefty  s  gracious  Or¬ 
ders,  and  in  Conformity  to  the  firft  Law  of  Nature* 
The  Affemblys  are  deprived  of  thofe  Liberties  and  Pri- 

vilettes 

f  v 
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vileges  they  Irve  a  Right  to  by  Charter  and  as  Englifb* 
men.  The  Jufticiary  Offices  are  granted  in  fiich  Man¬ 
ner,  that  the  Peoples  Properties  are  rendered  precari¬ 
ous  and  infecure.  The  Proprietaries  no  longer  think 
themfelves  Subjeds,  but  claim  Powers  which  our  So¬ 
vereign  never  pretended  to.  Powers  of  direding  the 
Formation  of  Laws,  and  imperioufly  didating  to  a 
free  People.  They  feem  determined  to  accomplifh 
their  Purpofes,  or  to  facrifice  to  their  Ambition  one 
of  his  Majefty’s  moft  flourifhing  Colonies  on  the 
Continent. 

To  preferve  it  therefore,  from  the  Enemies  Hands,  and 
to  refeue  it’s  Inhabitants  from  the  Jaws  of  Proprietary 
Slavery,  ’tis  moft  humbly  propoledthat  our  Gracious 
Sovereign  would  alfert  his  Claim  by  Virtue  of  a  for¬ 
mer  Contrad,  and  be  pleafed  to  take  his  affedionate 
and  faithful  Subjeds  here,  under  his  immediate  Go¬ 
vernment  and  Protedion  ;  they  are  a  loyal,  well  a£- 
feded  People-,  fincerely  attached  to  his  illuftrious 
Family  and  Pcrfon,  and  all  of  them,  a  few  Proprie¬ 
tary  Dependents  only  excepted,  as  ardently  wifh  for 
fuch  a  happy  Change,  as  the  wearied  Pilgrim  for  his 
Journey’s  Ena.  To  fubmit  to  fuch  Indignities  and 
Oppreffion  is  moft  diftant  from  their  Thoughts  ;  they 
are  as  much  determined  to  be  free,  as  their  Proprie¬ 
taries 
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t&ries  are  to  enflave  them  ;  and  they  can  hope  for  no 
other  Afylum  from  Slavery  and  Ruin*  than  his  Majefty’s 
aufpicious  Wing  and  Government,  where  they  may 
repofe  in  Safety,  and  glory  in  the  Enjoyment  of  their 
indent  Rights  and  Privileges  in  Common  with  the 
reft  of  his  faithful  Subjects, 


ERRATA , 

AGE  y i,  line  8>  for  remitting^  read  re -emit¬ 
ting.  ibid,  1.  24,  for  Them ,  r.  him.  p,  72, 
1.  6*  for  Them ,  r.  him .  ditto*  1.  7*  p.  135,  in 

the  Notes ,  r.  iff.  6*  zd.  p.  1569  1.  23*  inje-rp 
*>f  after  Proof, 


T  O  the  Foregoing  WORK. 

GO  P  T  of  the  Eleventh  Article  of  the  Proprietary  Instruction. 

_ . H  E  R  E  A  S  the  Intereft  Money  arifing  from 

\Sf  the  Loan  of  Bills  of  Credit  in  the  faid  Province, 
is  intended  by  us  and  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tatives  to  be  applied  for  the  Public  Service  of  the 
Province,  and  of  the  Inhabitants  thereof ;  and  fhould  there¬ 
fore,  under  the  Diredion  of  the  fame  Power  that  raifes  it, 
oe  moft  carefully  applied  to  thole  Purpoles,  as  a  greater  Se¬ 
curity  to  the  People  again  ft  Misapplication  than  if  it  was  en- 
tfufted  only  to  one  Branch  of  the  Legiflature  :  and  fuch 

,*  i  ■>  /  .  5  n 

was  the  antient  Practice  in  our  faid  Province.  You  fhall 
therefore  not  give  your  AfTent  to  any  Bill  or  Ad  of  Aflem- 

*  ,'i  f. 

bly  for  the  Emitting  or  Re-emitting  and  Continuing  any 
Paper  Currency  or  Bills  of  Credit  in  the  faid  Province,  un- 
lefs  every  fuch  Bill  or  Ad  of  Affembly  do  contain  one  or 
more  enading  Claufes,  whereby  it  fhall  be  effedually  e- 
naded,-  that  the  Whole  of  the  Intereft  Money  to  accrue^' 
arifeand  become  payable,  from  the  Loan  of  all  fuch  Paper 
Currency  or  Bills  of  Credit  hereafter  to  be  iffucd,  emitted,* 
continued  or  re-emitted,  fhall  be  difpofed  of  only  to  the 

■  f  *  *  m  '  ♦ 

verjr  Purpofes  to  be  mentioned  and  expreffed  in  the  lam£  Ad, 
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fn  fiich  Cafes  where  the  Purpofes  may  conveniently  be  men* 
tioned  and  expielfed  therein  ;  or,  where  that  cannot  con¬ 
veniently  be  done,  then  to  fuch  Purpofes  only  as  (hall  be  men¬ 
tioned  and  exprefled  in  f  me  future  Adt  of  the  Governor  and 
AfPmb’y,  or  in  fome  future  Vote  or  Resolution  of  Affem- 
bly,  approved  of  and  fi  ed  by  the  Governor  or  Commander 
Chief  of  the  fail  Province  for  the  Time  being.  And 
whereas  there  is  the  lame  good  Reafon  for  Securing  to  the 
Uie  of  the  Inhabitants  any  Monies  ratfld  on  them  by  Ex- 
cile  or  any  other  Method,  you  Shall  not  give  your  A  (Tent  to 
any  Law  for  prolonging  the  prefent  Fxcife,  or  laying  any 
other  Excite,  or  railing  any  Money  on  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  faid  Province  of  Pem}ylvania%  unlefs  there  be  the  like  c~ 
nadfing  Claufe,  that  all  Money  arifing  from  the  faid  Excifc 
or  other  Duties,  lhail  be  dilpoftd  of  only  to  the  very  Purpofes 
to  be  mentioned  and  exprefled  in  the  fame  Adt,  in  fuch  Ca¬ 
fes  where  the  Purpofes  may  conveniently  be  mentioned  and 
expreffed  therein;  or,  where  that  cannot  conveniently  be 
done,  then  to  fuch  Purpofes  only  as  fhall  be  mentioned  and 
expreffed  in  fame  future  Adt  of  the  Governor  and  Affembly, 
or  in  lomc  future  Vote  or  Refolurionof  Affembly,  approved 
of  and  figned  by  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  faid  Province  for  the  Time  being. 

, '  _  y  *  / . .  .4 

A  true  Copy i  compared  with  the  Original ,  by 
Richard  Peters,  Secretary . 

CO  P  Tof  the  'Twelfth  Article  of  the  Proprietary  Instructions* 

WHEREAS  by  an  Adt  of  Affembly  paffed  in  the  faid 
Province,  in  the  Twelfth  Year  of  his  Majefty’s  Re  gn,  in¬ 
tituled,  An  ATI  (or  re-printings  exchanging)  and  ye~ emitting  all 

the 
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the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province ,  /iwrf  (or  jfriking  the  further 

Sum  of  Eleven  Thoufand  One  Hundred  and  Ten  Pounds,  and 
Five  Shillings,  to  he  emitted  upon  Loan,  the  Paper  Bills  or 
Bills  of  Credit  of  the  (aid  Province  amounted  unto  Fourfcore 
Fhoufand  Pounds ,  Proclamation  Mt^ney,  or  thereabouts  ;  and 
altho*  a  reafonable  and  moderate  Quantity  of  Paper  Morry, 
or  Bills  of  Credit  in  the  faid  Province,  tends  greatly  to  the 
Service  and  Benefit  of  the  faid  Province  and  its  Inhabitants, 
as  well  as  to  the  Trade  of  Great-  Britain ,  yet  the  Making, 
Emitting,  or  Continuing  too  large  a  Quantity  thereof,  has, 
in  other  Colonies,  and  wourfd  in  the  laid  Province  be  preju¬ 
dicial,  and  would  greatly  affed  the  Exchange  and  Trade  of 
the  faid  Province  :  And  whereas  it  hath  been  reprefented  to 
us,  that  it  will  be  of  Advantage  to  the  Trade  of  the  faid 
Province,  to  re-emit  and  continue  the  faid  Fourfcore  Zhoufand 
Poundsy  and  even  to  enlarge  and  encreafe  the  Quantity  of 

Paper  Money,  you  are  therefore  diligently  and  carefully  to 

_  »  *  '■ 

enquire,  whether  it  is  neceffary,  and  will  be  convenient,  to 
re-emit  the  faid  Fourfcore  Fhoufxnd  Pounds  ;  and  alfo,  whether 
it  is  really  neceffary  to  create  and  iffue  any  further  Sum  in 
Paper  Currency  or  Bills  of  Credit  in  the  faid  Province  :  And 
in  cafe,  upon  your  beft  Enquiry,  you  fhall  find  it  to  be  really 
convenient  and  neceffary,  and  of  Advantage  to  the  faid  Pro¬ 
vince,  then,  but  in  no  other  Cafe,  you  mr.y  pafs  and  give 
your  Affent  to  any  Ad:  or  Ads  of  Affembly  in  the  faid  Pro¬ 
vince,  for  re-emitting  or  continuing  the  faid  Fourfcore  Fbou- 
fand  Pounds  for  fuch  Time  as  you  fhall  judge  proper;  and 
alfo  for  railing  and  iffuing  any  further  Sum  or  Sums  in  Pa¬ 
per  Currency  or  Bills  of  Credit  which  you  fhall  think  ne¬ 
ceffary,  not  to  exceed  the  fum  of  Forty  thoufand  P oundsy  Pro¬ 
clamation 
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elamation  Money.  Always  provided,  that  on  every  fue^ 
.liill,  flrid  Regard  be  had  to  our  foregoing  Infirudion, 
IN  umber  .Eleven,  as  to  the  IDiCpofal  of  all  the  Jnterefttoa- 
iilc  from  fuch  Paper  Money  fo  to  be  re-emitted  or  continued j 
nr  to  be  new  raifed  or  iflued.  And  alfo  provided,  that  in 
the  very  Ads  for  re-emitting,  continuing  or  iffuing  fuch 
Paper  Currency,  or  in  fome  other  diftind  Ad  or  Ads  paf- 
fcd  at  thefameTime,  ic  be  effedually  enaded,  that  all  Rents 
and  Quitrents  in  the  faid  Province,  due,  or  to  be  due  andi 
payable  to  the  Proprietaries  for  the  Time  being,  be  always 
paid  according  to  the  Rate  of  Exchange,  at  the  Times  of 
Payment,  between  the  Cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Lop  don  y  or 
fome  other  fufficient  Provifion  be  enaded  in  Lieu  thereof,  * 
in  as  effedual  a  Manner  as  was  done  by  a  feparate  Ad  at  the 

Time  when  the  faid  Ad  of  the  Twelfth  Year  of  His  Ma- 

je  fly's  Reign  was  paffed. 

?  1  •  ~  **  •  *  • 

A  true  Ccpyy  compared  with  the  Original ,  by 
Richard  Peters,  Secretary. 

COPT  of  the  fTwenty-jirft  Article  of  the  Proprietary  Instrucion 

WHEREAS,  from  the  firft  Settlement  of  the  faid  Province, 
feveral  Ads  of  Affembfy  have  from  Time  to  Time  been  paf- 
fed  for  railing  Provincial  Taxes ;  in  all  which,  as  well 
when  the  Government  was  (for  fome  Time)  in  the  Hands  of 
the  Crown,  as  when  executed  by  Commiffion  from  our  late 
Rather,  the  Eftates  of  the  Proprietary  himfelf,  and,  in  fome 
of  the  faid  Ads,  thofe  of  his  Children,  and  Deputies  alfo, 
were  exempted  from  paying  towards  fuch  Taxes  ;  over  and 

befidcs  which  Exemption,  feveral  Ads  were  pafled,  giving 

■  •  •  •  *  ,  > 
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t@  the  Taid  Proprietary  a  Support,  by  Duties  and  other  Im, 
ppfitlons,  as  may  appear,  on  Examination  ofthefeverai  Adfs 
of  Affsmbly.  And  whereas,  fince  the  Expiration  of  thofe 
former  Laws,  no  Aid  hath  ever  been  granted  by  the  Afiem- 
blytous,  as  Proprietaries,  notwithftanding  which,  we  have 
on  feveral  Occafions  /hewn  our  Regard  to  the  Public  Ser- 
viee  of  the  faid  Province,  by  voluntarily  and  chearfully  ex¬ 
pending  feveral  confiderabie  Sums  of  our  Money  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  thereof,  alchs*  no  Provincial  Tax  hath  been  laid 
Upon  the  People  within  our  Time,  for  any  Purpofe  what- 
fpever,  until  the  laft  Year  j  fo  that  as  we  had  noReafon  to 
fufpedl:  that  the  Affemby  of  the  (aid  Province  would  deviate 
fo  much  from  the  former  Ufage,  as  to  pretend  by  any  Act 
of  theirs  to  charge  our  E dates  in  the  faid  Province,  with 
the  Burthen  of  any  Taxes,  we  had  not  therefore  given  to 
your  Predeceffor  any  particular  Inftrudtions  on  that  Head. 
And  whereas  the  Affembly  of  the  faid  Province,  taking  Oc- 
cafion  cf  the  Troubles  in  America,  to  reprefent  us  in  a  very 
untrue  Light,  as  if  we  were  unwilling  toafftft  rite  Public,  by 
contributing  towards  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  though 
no  Application  had  ever  once  been  made  to  either  of  us  for 
that  Purpofe,  did,  in  the  laft  Year,  prepare  and  fend  up  to 
our  Lieutenant-Governor,  a  Bill  of  a  moft  unjuft  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  Nature  and  Import,  intituled,  Jn  AH  for  ratting- 
Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Ufey  by  a  Tax  of  Twelve- 
pence  per  Pound ,  and  Twenty  Shillings  per  Head}  yearly  for 
two  Tears ,  on  all  the  Ejlates  real  and  perfonaly  and  <1 ax  able  s 
within  this  Province.  By  wh  ch  Bill,  it  was  propofed  to  be 
enadfced,  That  there  fhould  be  levied  and  raifed,  upon  all  the 
Eftates.  real  and  perfonal,  within  the  faid  Province,  of  all 
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every  Perform  and  Performs,  the  Eftates  of  us  the  Proprie* 
taiies  not  excepted,  the  Sum  of  twelve -pence  for  every  Pound 
efcar  VTae  of  the  fame,  yearly  for  the  Space  of  two  Years* 
to  be  paid  by  the  Owners  or  Foffeflfors  thereof ;  and  that  all 
located  and  unimproved  Lands  fhould  be  rated  according  to 
their  Si- nation  and  Value,  at  any  Prices  not  exceeding  Fif¬ 
ties#  Pounds,  nor  under  Five  Pounds,  for  every  Hundred  Acres 
©f  inch  unimproved  Land;  and  that  Part  of  fuch  Land 
fhould  be  fold  to  difeharge  fuch  Tax,  in  Cafe  the  Owners 
©f  the  fame,  or  fome  Perfon  for  them,  neglected  or  refufed 

to  pay  the  Rates  addled  thereon  ;'and  that  the  CommLfioners 
and  AfTefTors  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  fhould  acquaint 
themfelves  with,  and  procure  the  Amount,  as  near  as  they 
were  able,  of  our  E Hate  in  Quit- rents  throughout  the  Pro¬ 
vince,,  and  thereupon  affefs  and  tax  the  fame,  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  other  EHates  were  affitkd  and  taxed  in  the  ref- 

pe&ive  Counties,  by  Virtue  of  that  Bill.  And  whereas  there 
are.  many  other  Ways  of  railing  a  Tax  of  Fifty  1 Thcnfand 
Pounds  in  the  Lid  Province,  without  reforting  to  a  Land 
TdX  for  that  Purpofe  ;  but  if  a  Land  Tax  was  neceffary  for 
the  Railing  any  Supply,  it  fhould  be  founded  on  Juflice,  and 
conformable  to  the  Royal  Charter,  be  conformant  to  Reafon, 
and  not  repugnant  of  contrary,  but  as  rear  as  conveniently 
may  be,  agreeable  to  the  Laws,  Statutes  and  Rights  of  the 
Kingdom  of  England ,  but  the  faid  Bill  was  framed  lo  contrary 
to  Juflricc,  and  Laws  of  the  fame  Kind  in  this  Kingdom, 
that  by  it  One  Shilling  in  the  Pound,  tor  two  Years,  was  laid 
on  the  whole  Value  in  Fee -fimplc  of  every  Eftate,  which, 
fi>ppofing  the  fame  computed  at  Twenty  five  Years  Pur- 
chafe  only,  is  a  Charge  of  a  Quarter  Part  more  than  the 

^hole  groL  Rent,  without  allowing  tor  any  Charges  or  Re-  < 

pairs; 
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f*‘rs  5  a  ^a5f  which  rever  was  h  id,  nor  can  poffibly  fee  paid 
In  any  Country  ;  a  Parr  cf  the  Ellate  only  being  taken  for 
the  Prefe rvation  of  the  W  hole  ;  nor  was  f©  heavy  a  Tax 
ncceffary  to  be  laid  in  Pennfyhania  for  raifmg  the  Sum  of 
Fifty  Vbcufand  Pounds  :  For  it  that  Tax  had  been  truly  and 
fuLy  affeffed  and  paid,  it  muff  haveamounted  to  many  Times 
that  Sum  ;  but  the  Laying  fuch  a  large  nominal  Tax,  ap¬ 
pears  to  us  to  have  been  moft  unjuftly  calculated  for  the  Pur- 
pofe  of  putting  it  in  the  Power  of  Perfons,  wholly  chofca 
by  the  People,  to  tax  our  Eliates  up  to  the  full  Value  therein 
mentioned,  and  to  eafe  other  Perfons,  by  taxing  them  f© 
lightly,  as  only  to  make  up  the  Rcfidue  that  might  be  want¬ 
ed  to  complete  the  fifty  'Ikcufend  Pounds ;  in  which  Cafe  the 
Perfons  chofen  by  the  Pec  pie  might  have  laid  by  much  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Burden  upon  our  Eflates  alone,  which, 
by  former  Ufage,  had  never  been  taxed  at  ail.  And  where* 
as  tlie  Laying  of  Taxes  on  the  real  Value  of  the  Fee- limple, 

and  not  on  the  yearly  Income  of  Efiates,  and  upon  unim¬ 
proved  Lands,  which  yield  no  annual  Profit  cr  Rent  to  the 
Owner,  and  the  Sale  cf  the  Land  itfelf,  and  the  Inheritance 
thereof,  for  Payment  of  the  Tax  impofed  thereon,  appear 

to  us  highly  unreafonable,  and  not  to  be  the  Pradiice  in 
Great  Britain,  and  no  way  agreeable,  but  quite  contrary  t<3> 
the  Laws  and  Statutes  ot  this  Kingdom  :  And  whereas,  upon 
the  beft  Enquiries  we  have  made,  we  cannot  find  that  the 
Quitrents  referved  to  the  Crown,  or  to  the  Proprietaries, 
in  any  other  of  the  American  Colot  ies,  have  ever  been  taxed 
towards  the  Raihng  any  Supplies  granted  in  thoic  Colonies ; 
and  indeed  thefe  Quitrents  are  gei  eraily  fo  fmali,  that  little 
®r  n q  Land  Tax  would  be  due  o i  payable  on  them  itaxifmg 
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In  Great- Britain,  where  Land  Tax  Adfo  are  annually  parfed^ 
and  the  Grantees  and  Owners  of  fuch  Farms  and  Plantations 


on  which  fuch  very  frtiall  Quitrents  or  Acknowledgments  are 
referved  to  us,  do,  in  cafe  of  a  Land  Tax,  pay  Tax  fo~  the 
Value  of  fuch  their  faid  Farms:  And  wnereas  our  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor  propofed  to  rhe  Affemb’y,  to  except  or  ex¬ 
empt  our  Eftates  out  of  the  Tax  to  be  raifed  by  the  faid  Fifty 
\ Ihoufind  Pound  Bili,  winch  they  refufmg  to  do*  he  never 
gave  his  A  Tent  to  the  laid  Bill*  but  acquainted  the  Aflembly 
(as  the  Truth  was)  that  we  were  lo  far  horn  deiiring  not  to 
contribute  to  the  Defence  and  Support  of  His  Majefty's 
Rights  and  Dominions,  that  immediately*  on  the  firfl  Notice 
Cent  us  of  the  Defeat  of  General  Braddock,  we  had  lent  over 
an  Order  upon  our  Rece.ver  General,  top'y  out  of  the  Ar¬ 
rears  on  our  Quitrents  the  Sum  of  Five  Fhoufand  Pounds,  as  a 
free  Gilt,  towards  the  Defence  of  the  faid  Province  ;  deliring 
at  the  fame  Time,  that  ali  Difputes  might  be  laid  afrde,  and 
that  the  Governor  and  Aifembly  would  join  together  in  Mea- 
fures  to  oppofe  the  common  Enemy.  And  whereas  we  be¬ 
lieve,  that  fuch  Five  Bhoufand  Pounds,  fo  by  us  given,  was 
about  Twenty  1  imes  more  than  the  Tax  upon  all  our  EftatC 
there,  if  truly  and  proportionably  rated,  according  to  all 
other  Perfons  Eftates  in  the  faid  Province,  could  amount  to 
towards  railing  a  Sum  of  Fifty  Fhoufand  Pounds  :  And  where¬ 
as  the  Affembly  afterwards  prepared  and  fent  up  to  the  faid 
Lieutenant  Governor  another  Bill,  intituled,  An  Aft  foe 
granting  the  Sum  of  Sixty  Thoufand  Pounds  to  the  King's  Ufe9 
and  for  flriking  Fifty  five  Thoufand  Pounds  thereof  in  Bills  of 
Credit,  and  to  provide  a  Fund  for  flriking  the  fame ,  whereby  they 
propofed  to  enadt,  that  there  fhould  be  levied  upon  all  the 
Eftates,  Real  and  Perfonal,  within  that  Province,  of  ali  and 

every 
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t*:ry  Perfon  and  Per  Cons  (our  Elfates  only  excepted,  in  Con- 
(Deration  of  our  free  Gift  herein  before  and  in  the  faid  Bill 
afterward  mentioned)  theSum  of  Six -pence  for  every  Pound. 
clear  Value  of  the  faid  Eftates  yearly  for  the  Space  of  four 
Years  ;  and  alfo,  that  all  located  and  Unimproved  Lands  in 
the  faid  Province  fhould  berated  in  fuch  Manner,  and  at 
fuch  Values,  as  has  been  propofed  in  the  faid  former  Bill  “ 
and  that  Part  of  fuch  Lands  fhould  be  fold,  in  cafe  of  Ne~ 
gled  or  Refufal  to  pay  the  Tax  thereon  :  And  whereas  His 
Majefty's  Service,  and  the  Defence  of  the  faid  Province,’ 
then  requiring  Money  to  be  immediately  raifed,  and  our  faid! 
Lieutenant  Governor  not  being  provided  with  our  particular;. 
Inftruftions  relating  to  any  fuch  Bill,  heaflented  to  the  fame 
in  the  Month  of  November  la  if  ;  and  when  the  faid  Aft  was 
fent  over  hither  for  the  Approbation  of  His  Majefty,  we, 
tendering  as  we  ought  to  do,  the  then  Exigency  of  Affairs*’ 
and  the  Necefluy  of  an  immediate  Supply  for  Hist 
Majelfy’s  Service,  did  not  make  any  Application  to  His  Ms- 
jelly  for  His  Royal  Difallowance  of  the  faid  Aft,  as  w© 
fhould  have  done  at  another  Time,  and  on  a  lcfs  Occafion  s' 
And  Whereas  the  faid  Aflembly,  in  order  to  raife  the  faid 
Tax,  had,  by  both  their  faid  Bills,  appointed  Commiffionera 
and  AffcfTors  (Perfons  chofen  by  the  People  only,  and  not 
any  one  of  them  by  Us)  and  thofe  but  very  few  in  Number,' 
to  affefs  or  fix  the  Quota’s  Which  each  Elfatc  fhould  pay  5 
Which  Perfons,  if  ever  fo  well  difpofed  to  aft  fairly  and  up-, 
rightly  therein,  can  have  no  Knowledge  of  the  true  Value 
of  all  the  fevcral  Eftates  to  be  taxed,  and  yet  are  made  final 
and  abfolute  Judges  without  Appeal,  what  Sam  each  Eflate 
fhall  pay  towards  railing  the  faid  Tax ;  whereby,  and  by  lay- 
jug  fo  great  a  Taxs  to  rajife  fo  fmaila  Sum,  fuch  Perfons  may  j 
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have  it  in  their  Power  to  commit  great  Irregularities,-  in  ta3d<* 
ing  fome  Eftates  to  their  utmoft  Value,  and  eafing  others, 
which  would  be  unequal  and  unpft,  we  having  been  in¬ 
formed,  that  in  a  {Telling  the  ordinary  County  Levies  enthe 
like  Plan  with  that  whereon  the  faid  Bills  were  formed, 
many  Pcrfons,  in  (lead  of  being  rated  to  their  full  Worth, 

were  not  rated  at  oqc  Fifth  Part  of  their  fuppofed  Worth  / 
And  whereas  the  faid  Affembly  appear  to  us  to  have  been  in¬ 
clined  not  only  to  load  and  burden  our  Eftates  with  Taxes  by 
their  Authority,  diredfcly  contrary  to  former  Ufage,  but 
even  to  charge  the  fame  difproportionably,  and  in  an  une¬ 
qual  Manner,  in  order  to  eufe  the  Eftates  of  others,  which 
is  a  Meafure  we  are  by  no  Means  willing  to  confent  to  :  And 
as  the  prefent  Invafion  of  His  Majefty’s-  American  Dominions 
may  make  it  neceiTary  to  raife  further  Supplies  for  His  Ser¬ 
vice  in  our  faid  Province,  the  Affembly  may  hereafter  pro 
pofe  and  offer  Bills  or  Adts  of  Affembly,  to  lay  additional 
Taxes  on  real  Eftates  there  ;  You  are  therefore  hereby  re¬ 
quired  and  directed,  not  to  give  your  Aflent  to  any  Bill  or 
Act  of  Affembly  of  that  Sort,  unkfs  the  Adt  be  made  to 
continue  for  one  fmgie  Year  only,  and  no  longer  ;  nor  un- 
Icfs  the  fame  be  made  as  agreeable  as  pollible  to  the  general 
Tenor  of  the  A.dts  of  Parliament  annually  paffed  for  raifing 

>  4  _  e  «*• 

the  Land  Tax  in  that  Part  of  Great-Bvitahi.caMcd  England 
(efpccially  by  laying  the  Tax,  with  refpedt  to  real  Eftates, 
j.pon  the  pai  licular  Houfes  or  Lands,  in  the  rcfpedtiveCoun— 
ties  or  DiftridL,  by  which  the  Rate  of  it  may  at  any  Time 
be  feen  ;  nor  unlefs  the  Tax,  as  to  real  Eftates,  be  laid  upon 
the  true  annual  Rent  or  yearly  Value  only  (luch  yearly  Va¬ 
lue,  where  Pei fons  occupy  their  own  Lands  or  Houfes,  to 
be  afeertained  in  fome  fuch  Manner  as  herein  after  mentioned) 
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and  not  upon  the  real  Value  of  the  Fee-fimple  of  the  real 
Eftate  ;  nor  unlefs  the  Tax',  as  to  perfonai  Eftafe,  be  laid 
upon  the  annual  Interefl  or  Froffi,  and  not  upon  the  whole 
Capital  thereof ;  nor  unlefs  the  whole  Method  of  AfTeffing, 
Colle&ing  and  Faying  in  of  the  fame,  be  particularly  and 


fpecially  laid  down  in  the  Body  of  fuch  BUI  or  A6t  itfelf, 
and  not  by  Reference  to  any  other  Bill  or  Adt  ;  nor  unlefs, 
in  order  that  fuch  Bill  or  Act  may  be  founded  in  equal  Juf- 
ticc,  there  be  effectual  Claufes  therein  to  afeertain  the  true 
and  real  Rent  or  yearly  Value  of  every  Eifate  in  Land  or 
Houfes  in  the  Province  ;  Firft,  by  having  a  good  Number  of 
the  mod  confiderable  Inhabitants  out  of  every  Townfhip  in 
the  feveral  Counties  inlerted  in  the  Bill  as  Commiffioners  ; 
fuch  Commiffioners,  before  they  aft,  to  be  folemnly  fworn, 
or  affirmed,  to  do  impartial  Juftice,  and  to  have  Power  in 
them  to  cite  and  compel  to  appear  and  be  fworn  or  affirmed 
before  them,  all  Tenants  and  other  Perfons,  in  order  to  dii- 
cover  what  Events  are  really  and  truly  paid,  in  Cafes  where 


Lands  or  Houfes  are  lett  out  at  Rack  Rents;  and  in  other 
Cafes,  or  where  Perfons  occupy  their  own  Land,  or  refide 
in  their  own  Houfes,  the  Commiffioners  to  have  i  ow.*i  to 
enquire  by  the  Means  aforefaid,  or  by  any  other  lawlul  and 
reafonable  Ways  and  Means,  what  the  Inheritance  of  fuch 
Lands  and  Houfes  is  worth  to  be  fold  at  the  utmoft,  and  then 
toeftimate  and  tax  Rich  Houfes  and  Lands  as  of  the  yearly 
Value  of  fo  much  as  the  Intereft  of  fuch  Sum,  at  the  low  Rate 
of  *Ihree  Phunds  per  Centum  per  Annum y  amounts  to  ;  nor  unlefs 
all  occupied  and  unimproved  Lands  whatsoever,  and  alfo  all 
our  Quitrents  in  the  faid  Province  be  expreflly  excepted  and 
exempted  from  fuch  Tax :  But  in  cafe  the  AiTembly  ffiall  pro- 
pofe  to  raife  Supplies  by  a  Land  Tax  Bill,  and  fach  Bill  ffiall 
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ht  clear  of  every  the  foregoing  Objections  or  Prohibitions, 
and  fhall  not  contain  any  Tax  further  than  after  the  Rate  of 
On*  Shilling ,  ‘Two,  ‘Throe,  or  at  the  utmoft  Four  Shillings  In 
the  Pound,  for  any  one  Year,  upon  the  annual  Rent  or  year~ 
ly  Value,  to  be  afeertained  asaforefaid,  of  Houfes,  Lands 
Tenements,  in  the  laid  Province  ;  and  alfo  to  tax  perfonal 
Eflatcs  in  the  faid  Province,  (abject  to  the  foregoing  Regular 
lions ;  then,  and  in  fuch  Cafe,  you  may  give  your  AfTent  tq 
the  fame,  if  you  think  the  fame  a  reafonable,  juft  and  necef- 
fary  Bill  in  all  other  Refpefts.  And  you  fhall  rake  Care, 
that  every  fuch  Bill  or  Aft,  which  you  fhall  affent  to,  fhall 
Contain  Claufes  for  the  Tenants  of  real  Edates  paying  fuch 
Tax,  and  deducting  the  fame  out  of  the  yearly  Rent  payable 
to  the  Landlord,  provided  fuch  yearly  Rent  amounts  to  the 
Sum  of  ‘Twenty  Shillings  and  upwards,  according  to  the  Aft 
for  laying  a  Land  Tax  in  England,  and  Claufes  for  Didrefs 
upon  any  Matters  di drainable,  being  upon  the  taxed  Pre- 
snifes  ;  but  no  Ciaufe  or  Power  to  didrain  or  fell  the  Houfe 
qr  Land  itfelf,  or  any  Part  thereof,  in  any  Cafe,  for  Satis- 
faftion  of  the  Tax  ;  and  unlefs  fuch  Claufes  be  in(erted? 
you  fhall  not  give  your  Affent  to  any  fuch  Bill  or 
Aft.  And  whereas  we  are,  and  always  have  been,  mod 
ready  and  willing  to  bear  a  jud  Proportion  along  with  our 
Tenants  in  any  neceffary  Tax  for  the  Defence  of  the  faid 
Province,  which  fhall  be  equally  laid  upon  the  Lands  of  the 
Inhabitants,  and  alfo  upon  any  of  our  Mannorsor  Lands, 
which  are  actually  lett  out  on  Leafes,  either  for  Lives  or 
Years,  as  being  Edates  in  fome  Degree  like  to  thofe  of  which 
[  the  Inhabitants  are  poffeffed  ;  therefore  you  are  at  Liberty 
to  give  your  Confent  to  any  reafonable  Bill  or  Aft  for  that 
^ur^olej  provided  the  Tax  to  be  paid  for  iuch  our  lad  men* 

*  '  '  imi 
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floned  Eftates  (hall  be  payable  by  the  Tenants  and  Occupersg 
yvho  fKall  deduct  the  fame  out  of  the  Rents  payable  by  tlem 
fo  us.  And  you  fhali  not  confent  to  any  Bill  or  Adt  0r 
taxing  the  Fine  or  Purchafe-Monies,  to  be  paid  to  us  by  an* 
Perfon,  on  Purchafe  from  us  of  any  Eft  ate,  in  Fee-fimple, 
or  for  Life  or  Lives,  as  the  Tax  is  to  be  laid  on  the, Land  ; 
and  the  Taxing  the  Money  paid  for  the  Purchafe  of  the 
Lands,  or  of  a  Freehold  or  Inheritance  therein,  would  be, 
in  Effect,  to  pay  two  Taxes  for  the  fame  Thing;  and  that 
Landlords,  in  this  Kingdom,  do  not  pay  any  Land  Tax  for 
fuch  Purchafe-Monies,  but  only  for  the  referred  Rent, 
when  it  amounts  to  above  twenty  Shillings  per  dm jum9  the 
Refidue  of  the  Tax  for  fuch  Land  being  paid  by  the  Pur¬ 
chafe  r. 


A  true  Copyy  compared  with  the  Original ,  hy 
R  1  chard  Peters,  Secretary. 


RET 0 RT  of  the  Committee  on  the 

above  InftruCtions. 


H  E  Preamble  to  the  Eleventh  Inftrudtion  fets  forth 


JL  u  That  the  Interefl  Money  arifing  from  the  Loan  of 
Bills  of  Credit  in  this  Province,  was  intended  by  thePro- 
r  prietarics,  and  the  Houfe  of  Repreientatives,  to  be  ap- 
**  plied  for  the  Public  Service  of  the  Province,  and  of  the 
V  Inhabitants  thereof,  and  Ihould  therefore,  under  the  Di~ 

I6  pf  tfee  Power  |hat  raifes  it,  be  moft  carefully 


f*  atplkd  to  thofe  Furpofes,  as  a  greater  Security  to  the 
«*  Teople  againft  Mifapplications,  than  if  it  was  intruftcd  on- 
c*iy  to  one  Branch  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  fuch  was  the 
'  ancient  Praft-icc  in  their  faid  Province.’*  That  the  In* 
bereft  Money  was  intended  to  be  applied  for  the  Public  Service 
of  the  Province,  and  of  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  is  un- 
doubted ly  right ;  but  that  it  was  ever  the  41  Practice, **  or 
that  there  was  ever  even  a  fihgle  Inftance  of  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  or  their  Deputies  having  a  Vote  in  the  Application  of 
the  Intereft  Money,  we  muft  abfolutcly  deny.  Their  Confent 
to  the  Difpofition  is  not  required  in  any  of  our  Loan  Adts 
from  the  Beginning  to  this  Day,  the  conftant  Tenor  of  thofe 
Laws  being,  that  the  u  Intereft  Money  fhali  be  difpofed  of 
44  a3  the  Affembly  of  this  Province  ftiall  from  Time  to  Time 
i{  order  and  diredb.”.  Their  Confent  was  never  asked,  unlefs 
in  the  Acceptance  of  Prefents  made  them  out  of  that  Intereft, 
which  could  not  be  forced  on  them  without  their  Confent; 
and  that  Kind  of  Application  they  have  indeed  been  gra- 

‘  '  *  •  '  %  ’  »,  /y  «  • 

cioufly  pleafed  to  confent  to  from  Time  to  Time,,  to  the  AV 
in  cunt  of  above  Thirty  Thoujand  Pounds  given  to  themfelvcs 
out  of  that  Fund  and  the  Excife.  If  this  was  a  i(  Mifappli- 
cation,”  and  we  know  of  no  other,  the  Power  they  contend 
for  would  not  have  prevented  it  ;  for  ’tis  fcarce  probable 
they  ihould  ever  difapprove  or  refufe  to  fign  Adbs,  or  Re- 
folves,  which  they  thought  fo  juft  and  reafonable. 

And  indeed,  had  thefc  Prefents  been  always  as  regular  as 
the  Scafons,  and  never  intermitted,  be  the  Conduct  of  the 
Governor  ever  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  Public  Good,  our 
Committee  have  Rea  fan  to  believe,  this  new  Inftrudtion  had 

never  been  formed  «r  thought  of.  But  lines  the  Reprefen- 

tativcg 
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Natives  of  the  People  have  dared  to  fignify  their  Olfappro- 
bation  of  a  Governor’s  Meafures,  by  wit  holding  thofe  To¬ 
kens  of  their  Edeem,  Affedfcion  and  Gratitude,  which  were 
condantly  given  when  they  found  themfelves  well  governed  i 
.this  Indrudtion  is  thought  necefTary  to  be  inforced.  Not 
“  for  the  greater  Security  of  the  People  againft  Mifappli- 
ei  cation,  "  for  they  never  complained  of  any  ;  but  to  com- 
pel  your  Continuance  of  thofe  Prefents  j  to  cctnpel  an  Ad* 
dition  to  them,  for  they  are  thought  too  fmali  ;  and  to  com¬ 
pel  the  Payment  of  what  they  are  pleafed  to  call  the  Arrears 
of  Inch  Prefents  to  any  Governors  from  w  hom  they  have  at 
any  Time  been  withheld.  For  if  the  People’s  Money  can* 
not  be  difpofed  of  for  their, own  Benefit,  without  the  Pro- 

t 

prietary  or  his  Deputy’s  Confent,  the  PafLge  of  the  Bill,  off 
she  Approbation  of  the  Refolve,  mud  be  u  facilitated”  as 
the  Proprietaries  were  pleafed  to  tell  us  cn  a  former  Oc¬ 
casion,  u  by  a  Regard  to  their  Interest,” - that  is,  by 

putting  at  the  fame  Time  into  their  private  Pockets  what¬ 
ever  Shaie  of  the  Public  Money  they  fhall  be  pleafed  to  in¬ 
fill  on,  under  the  fpeeious  Name  of  Salary  or  Support  ;  tho* 
by  the  Quit  rents,  and  even  by  their  other  Fees  and  Perqui¬ 
sites,  edabHihed  by  Law  or  taken  by  Cudom,  they  have  al¬ 
ready  a  Support  much  more  than  fufficient. 

The  Money  ari ling  by  the  Intcreft  of  the  Bills  of  Credit, 
as  well  as  that  arifing  by  the  Excife,  is  paid  wholly  by  the 
People.  To  difpole  of  their  own  Money,  by  themfelves  or 
their  -Reprefencarives,  is,  in  our  Opinion,  a  natural  Right, 
inherent  in  every  Man,  or  Body  of  Men,  antecedent  to  all 

Laws. . The  Proprietaries  pay  no  Part  of  this  Money,  and 

therefore  can  have  no  Right  to  a  Share  in  the  Power  of  dif- 

pofing 
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jpofing  of  it.— They  might  as  reasonably  claim  a  Might  to  £ 
Negative  in  the  Difpofition  of  every  Man’s  private  Fortune^ 
and  for  the  fame  Reafons,  to  wit,  i(  the  Man°s  greater  Se- 
u  curity,  and  to  prevent  Mifapplication  nay,  the  Reafons 
would  be  ftronger,  Bodies  of  Men  not  being  generally  fo 

apt  to  mifapply  their  Money,  as  fingle  Prodigals. - The 

People  have  never  complained  that  any  filch  Mifapplication 
has  been  made  by  their  Reprefentatives :  On  the  contrary* 
they  have  fhewn  their  Approbation  of  the  Conduct  of  the 
Afiembly  in  this  tender  Point,  by  long  repeated  annual  E- 
ledtions  of  the  fame  Men  to  the  fame  Truft  in  th  e  fame  Of¬ 
fice.  They  have  always  feen  their  Money  difpofed  of,  from 
Time  to  Time,  for  the  Advantage  and  Honour  of  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  or  for  the  King's  immediate  Service,  and  they  had  Rea~ 
fonto  be  contented  with  the  Difpofition.— —The  Public  Cre¬ 
dit  has  been  conftantly  preferved,  and  every  Man  who 
Served  the  Government,  has  been  always  duly  and  readily 
paid:  But  if  this  new-claimed  Negative  in  the  Proprietaries 
takes  Place,  the  People  will  not  have  it  in  their  Power  tO 
reward  the  Man  that  ferves  them,  or  even  to  pay  the  Hire  o£ 
the  Labourer  that  works  for  them,  without  the  Governor’s 
Leave  fir  ft  purchafed;  much  lefs  will  they  be  allowed  to  fup- 
port  an  Agent  in  England  to  defend  their  Rights,  or  be  able 
to  pay  the  Expence  of  profecuting  their  complaints  when 
opprefTed.*’ - And  to  prevent  their  doiwg  this,  is,  we  con¬ 

ceive,  another  main  View  of  this  InftrudHon. 


In  fhorr,  it  does  not  appear  to  your  Committee  that  this  ex 
traordinary  Indance  of  the  Proprietary’s  Care  of  the  Peo 


pic’s  Money,  to  prevent  its  being  wafted  by  their  own  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  was  for  the  People  at  all  neeefla  ry.  Thofc  Re* 


pacfcntatiye« 


|irefentatives  themfelves  are  a  Part  of  the  People,  anci  mutt 
bear  a  Share  of  their  Burdens.  For  their  own  Sakes,  there* 
lore,  as  well  as  to  recommend  themfelves  to  the  Eftcem  and 
Regard  of  their  Confticuents,  it  is  highly  probable  they  will 
execute  that  Truff,  as  they  always  have  donej  With  Juftice, 
Prudence  and  Frugality  ;  With  Freedom  to  the  King’s  Ser¬ 
vice,  and  grateful  Gencrefity  to  Governors  that  fincerely 
feek  their  Welfare,  and  do  not  join  with  the  Proprietaries 

to  opprefs  them. - But  this  Inftrudtion  might  perhaps  be 

hecefiary  to  extort  thofe  Grants  to  Governors  which  they 
have  been  pleafed  to  flile  Salary  y  and  render  That  cert  air?  $ 
Which  before  depended  on  the  Good  IP  ill  of  the  People :  For 
how  elfe  can  the  Proprietaries  be  fare  of  that  Share  of  thofe 
Grants,  which,  by  their  private  Contrails  fometimes  made 
with  their  Governor ,  is  (if  Report  fays  true)  to  be  paid  u 
themfelves  ? 


The  Proprietaries  are  however  willing  to  permit  th6  Re* 


hewal  of  the  Eighty  Fhoufand  Poundsy  which  is  now  to  fink  ill 

y 

a  few  Years,  and  even  to  add  Forty  tfhoufand  Pounds  more$ 
the  whole  to  be  emitted  On  Loan*  “  providedy  that  the 
Eleventh  Inftrudtion  be  complied  with,  and  half  the 
44  Power  of  applying  the  Inrereft  referved  to  them;  and 
4*  providedy  that  all  Rents  and  Sfuitrents  due,  or  to  be  due  or 
44  payable  to  tbemy  be  always  paid  according  to  the  Rate  of 
il  Exchange  at  the  Times  of  Payment  between  Philadelphia  and 
Londony  or  fome  other  fufficient  Provifion  enadTed  in  Lieu 
il  thereof,  as  was  done  by  a  former  Adt. — Your  Committee 
tannot  help  obferving  herer  that  the  Proprietaries 
riefs  for  their  own  Interefi  appears  in  this  Inftrudnon  much 
Uronger  than  their  Care  for  That  of  the  People.  Very 

&  grea® 
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great  Emoluments  arife  to  them  by  Emiffions  of  Paper  Mo¬ 
ney  on  Loan,  and  the  Intcreft  Money  is  a  Tax  they  are  clear 
of.  They  are  therefore  willing  the  Quantity  fhould  be  en¬ 
treated ;  but  whatever  Advantages  they  receive  from  it, 
they  are  refolved  to  fuffer  no  Difadvantage  from  any  oc- 
cafional  Depreciation  :  For  they  will  always  be  paid  their 
Ecnts  and  Quitrents,  according  to  the  Kate  of  Exchange  between 
Philadelphia  and  London.  By  the  original  Agreements, 
thofe  Rents  and  Quitrents  w  ere  to  be  paid  in  Sterling  Money 
(or  the  Value  in  Coin  cuircnt)  to  the  Proprietary  Receivers 
in  the  Province.  A  Bill  of  Exchange,  befides  the  Sterling 
Sum  convey’d,  includes  all  the  Freight,  Risk  and  Expence  of 
conveying  that  Sum  in  Specie  to  London.  .Now  we  conceive 
the  People  are  not,  nor  can  in  Juftice  or  Reafon  be,  ob¬ 
liged  to  transmit  their  Rents  to  London ,  and  pay  them  there 
to  the  Proprietaries.  If  the  Prpprieraries  fhould  think  fit  to 
remove  to  China ,  they  might  as  juft iy  add  to  their  Demand 

the  Rate  of  Exchange  between  London  an  dCanton:  This  there¬ 
fore  is  Extortion,  and  ought  never  to  be  allowed  in  any 
future  Abb,  nor  any  Equivalent  made  for  it.  For  had  that 
Equivalent  been  really  given  as  a  Matter  of  Juftice,  and  net 
extorted  as  Purchafe  Money  for  the  Law,  it  would  have 
been  extended  to  the  Rems  of  private  Landlords,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  Proprietaries.  Bcftdes,  the  great  Sums  to  be 
yearly  remitted  to  them  in  London ,  for  which  no  Returns 
(pome  back  to  the  Country,  naturally  tend  to  raife  the  Ex¬ 
change  ;  and  even  put  it  in  the  Power  of  their  Agents  to 
raile  it  occafionally,  juft  before  the  periodical  Time  of  Pay¬ 
ment  (to  the  great  Injury  of  the  People)  and  to  lower  it  a- 
gain  at  their  Pleafure  ;  a  dangerous  Power  this,  if  no  Incon¬ 
venience  can  ariie  to  themfelves  by  the  Rife  of  Exchange  « 

The 


t  19  3 

The  Depreciation  of  Money  in  every  Country  where  it  hap¬ 
pens  is  a  common  Calamity.  The  Proprietary  Eftate,  ought 
not  to  be  exempt  from  it,  at  the  Expence  of  all  other  Eftates. 
There  are  many  fixed  Ground  Rents,  and  other  Rents arifing 
in  the  Province  belonging  to  the  People,  and  due  to  private 
Eftates.  Thefe  Rents  have  as  much  Right  to  be  confidered, 
and  their  Deficiency,  in  cafe  of  Depreciation,  provided  for 
out  of  the  Public  Funds,  as  thofe  of  the  Proprietaries.  But 
of  thefe  they  take  no  Care,  fo  their  own  are  fccured.  It  ap¬ 
pears  however  to  your  Committee,  that  all  Rents  in  the 
Country  ought  to  be  on  the  lame  Footing,  with  regard  to 
any  Lofs  by  the  Depreciation  of  its  Currency,  fincc  that  is 
lefs  likely  ever  to  happen  which  it  is  the  Intereft  of  all 
to  prevent. 

Your  Committee  now  come  to  the  T wenty  firft  Inftrudlion, 
by  the  Preamble  of  which  it  is  infinuated,  as  if  A6ts  for  Pro¬ 
vincial  Taxes  had  been  common  in  this  Province,  and  that 
the  Proprietary's  Eftate  had  been  always  exempted  in  fuch 
A&s  ;  whereas  the  Truth  is,  that  there  never  were  but  two 
or  three,  and  thofe  in  the  early  Times  of  the  Provinces 
when  the  Proprietary's  Circumftances  were  low,  his  Affairs 
incumbered,  and  the  Quit- rents  fo  final],  as  to  be  infufficient 
for  his  Support,  and  therefore  they  were  not  only  exempted 
from  any  Part  of  fuch  Tax,  but  Duties  and  Licence  Fees 

were  granted  to  help  them  out. - For  more  than  Forty 

Years,  as  thcExcifc  and  Intereft  Money  have  been  fufficient 
for  Support  of  Government,  no  Provincial  Taxes  have  been 

levied  (in  this  very  Inftrufrion,  a  little  lower,  they  them- 
felves  acknowledge  none  have  been  raffed  in  their  Time)  and 
the  Proprietary  Eftate  has  vaftly  incrcafcd  :  Thofe  Licence 

Fees 
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Fees  are alfo  vaftly  increafed,  and  yet  they  fKll receive  them. 
But  that  their  Eftate  fhould  now  be  exempt  from  Provincial 
Taxes,  raifed  for  the  Defence  of  that  very  Eftate,  appear^ 
to  us  extreamly  unreafonable.  During  the  Di  ft  refs  of  the 
Family,  there  was  likewife  a  voluntary  Subscription  among 
the  People  to  pay  the  Proprietary’s  Paffage  to  England :  They 
may  from  thence  as  juftiy  claim  a  Right  of  having  their  Ex- 
pences  borne  by  the  Public  whenever  they  crofs  the  Seas. 
But  when  thofe  Aids  were  granted  to  the  old  Proprietary, 
he  had  a  much  better  Claim  to  them  than  his  Sons;  for  he  un¬ 
dertook  to  ad:  as  an  Agent  and  Advocate  for  his  People,  in 
£ngla7id  ;  to  defend  and  fecure  their  Rights  and  Privileges  \ 
jpot,  like  his  Succcflors,  to  abolifhand  deftroy  them 

The Inftrudion  farther  fays,  That  u  fincethe  Expiration 
*c  of  thefe  former  T^ws,  no  Aid  hath  ever  been  granted  by 
*c  the  Affcmbly  to  them  as  Proprietaries,**  As  Proprietaries> 
what  Right  have  they  to  Aids  ?  Are  they  not  hereditary 
Governors  of  the  Province?  and  while  they  have  indulged 
themfelves  with  analmoft  conftant  Refidence  in  England ,  re¬ 
mote  from  their  Country,  and  greatly  to  its  Inconvenience 
and  Prejudice,  have  not  the  Affemblies  conftantly  fupported 
their  Deputy,  fent  by  the  Proprietaries  to  do  what  they  ought 
themfelves  to  have  done  in  Perfon  ;  though  he  was  often  an 
impeded  Deputy,  retrained  in  thofe  Powers  which  fhould 
always  fubfift  and  be  prefent  in  every  Government  for  she 
common  Welfare  ?  But  they  are  pleafed  to  fay,  V  they  have 
<M  voluntarily  and  chearfully  expended  feveral  confiderabje 
u  Sums  of  their  own  Money  for  the  Advancement  of  the 

Province.”  This  they  faid  likewife  to  a  former  AfTemblyft 
^ndthr  Anfwcr  was,  “  We  are  unacquainted  with  thefe  Ex- 
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u  pences  ;  let  the  Accounts  be  laid  before  us,  and  whatever 
Lxpence  appears  to  have  been  made  for  the  Service  of  the 

Province  fhall  be  allowed,  and  repaid  with  Thanks.’* - 

Thofe  Accounts  have  never  yet  appeared  ;  and  till  they  do, 
we  think  they  ought  not  to  he  made  the  Foundation  of  any 
Claim  whatever. 

They  fay  farther,  “  That  they  had  no  Reafon  to  fufped 
that  the  Aflembly  would  deviate  fo  much  from  the  former 
4<  Ufage,  as  to  pretend,  by  any  JR  of  theirs ,  to  charge  the  Pro- 
f<  prietary  Eftate  in  the  Province  with  the  Burden  of  any 
Taxes.**  Amazing  !  If  the  AfTembiy  deviated  from  the 
former  Ufage,  by  taxing  their  own  Eftates,  and  thofe  of 
their  Conftituents  (their  ufual  Funds  failing)  why  fhould 
they  not  deviate  in  the  fame  Manner  in  taxing  the  Proprie¬ 
tary  Eftate?  And  what  are  the  particular  Merits  of  this  Fa¬ 
mily,  chat  when  the  whole  Britijb  Nation,  when  every  Eftate 
in  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  in  this  Province,  is  taxed,  to¬ 
wards  the  Recovery  and  Defence  of  their  Eftate  in  Pennjyl - 
vaniay  that  very  Eftate  alone  fliould  be  exempted,  and  they 
fo  confident  of  irs  Right  to  an  Exemption,  as  to  have  no  Rea¬ 
son  to/u/peR  the  AfTembiy  would  attempt  to  tax  it  ? 

But  it  feems  li  the  Aflembly  have  reprefented  them  in  an 
wntrue  Light,  as  if  unwilling  to  w  aflift  the  Public,  by  coq- 
tributing  towards  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  tho*  no  Ap- 
plication  had  evey  once  been  made  to  them  for  that  Pur- 
**  pofe.M  How  far  they  are  placed  in  an  untrue  Light  on  this 
Account,  will,  we  prefume,  appear  before  we  finifh  this 
Report.  It  appears  too,  by  a  Report  of  a  former  Com¬ 
mie. -—-They  likewife  fay,  “  no  Application  was  ever 
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“  once  to  them  for  their  Afliftance  towards  the  De* 
€i  fence  f  t  he  Country.**  Heretofore  *tvras  thought  the 
Country  wasbeft  defended  by  maintaining  Peace  and  a  good 
Vnderftanding  with  the  Indians.  This  was  done  from  Year 
to  Year  by  expen/ive  and  repeated  Prefents.  The  Proprie¬ 
tary  reaped  great  Advantages  from  this  good  Underftanding 
and  thefe  Prefents,  in  his  Bargains  with  the  Indians  for  Lands. 
The  Expences  grew  yearly  more  and  more  heavy,  and  re¬ 
peated  humble  Applications  were  made  to  the  Proprietaries, 
that  they  would  be  pleafed  to  bear  a  Part>  but  without  Suc- 
cefs.  They  vouchfafed  indeed  an  Anfwer  to  the  laft  Appli¬ 
cation,  but  it  was  to  rejedfc  it  with  the  utmoft  Pride  and  Scorn, 
claiming  an  inherent  Right  of  Exemption  of  their  Eftatc  from  all 
public  Charges  whatfever,  in  virtue  of  their  being  Govern 
uers  as  well  as  Proprietaries.  And  the  Sixty  ^houf and  Pound 
Biii  i>  called  an  Attempt  of  the  AHembly  by  u  an  of 
Sfairsf  to  charge  the  Proprietary  Eftate,  as  if  they  had  pre¬ 
fumed  ro  do  it  alone  by  their  own  Authority.  The  Aflem- 
bly  could  not  poflibiy  think  of  taxing  the  Proprietary  Eftatc, 

?  without  the  Confent  of  the  Proprietaries  by  their  Deputy  ; 
the  Bill  was  therefore  another  humble  Application  to  the 
Proprietaries  for  their  Confent  to  a  Thing  fo  rcafonable ; 
and  the  very  Stile  of  it  was,  u  we  pray  that  it  may  be  enadfc- 
**  ed.**  Bur  that  Prayer  could  not  be  granted,  though  the 
Province  was  on  the  Brink  of  Ruin.  And  yet,  itfeems  the 
Proprietaries  were  not  “  unwilling;**  though  their  Deputy 
declared  they  had  exprefly  refrained  him  even  by  the  Words 
of  his  Commiflion  ! — The  Bill  however  is  ftigmatized  with 
the  Character  of  “  mofi  unjufi  and  extraordinary .**  Thus  it  is, 
when  Men  judge  in  their  own  Cafes.  Thefe  Gentlemen 
think  it  unjufi  to  tax  their  Eftates,  though  all  the 
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World  thinks  otherwife.  As  Provincial  Taxes  had  not  been 
ufuai,  it  might  be/?  far  extraordinary ;  but  the  Mode  of  Tax¬ 
ation  was  by  no  Means  extraordinary,  being  the  fame  with 
that  of  railing  our  County  Rates  and  Levies,  long  ufed  and 
approved  by  the  Province.— -And  the  Taxing  of  Proprietary 
Lands  is  ufed  both  in  New-Jerfey  and  Maryland  ;  and  located 
unimproved  Lands  have  formerly  been  taxed  in  this  Pro¬ 
vince.  Had  iuch  been  taxed  every  where  from  the  firft:  Set¬ 
tlement  of  Americay  we  conceive  it  would  have  tended  to  the 
Increafe  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  the  greater  Strength  of  the 
Colonies ;  for  then  fuch  immenfe  Quantities  of  Land  would 
not  have  been  monopolized  and  lain  dormant,  but  People 
would  more  eafily  have  obtained  Settlements,  and  been 
fcated  clofer  together. 

But  the  Proprietaries  would  have  it  underftood,  that  it  is 
not  for  their  own  Sake  only,  that  they  objedf  to  the  Fifty 
*Thoufdnd  Pound  Bill  which  was  refufed,  or  the  Sixty  Vhoufand 
Pound  Act  that  palled.  1  hey  are  tenderly  Concerned  for 
the  Eftates  of  others.  No  Part  of  the  Lands  of  a  Delin¬ 
quent,  who  refufes  or  negle&s  to  pay  his  Tax,  ought,  in 
their  Opinion,  to  be  fold  for  Payment  ;  though  Lands  in 
America  are  by  Adfc  of  Parliament  made  liable  to  be  fold  for 
Bifcharge  of  Debts,  and  were  almoft  always  fo  here  by  the 
Laws  of  this  Province.  If  Lands,  or  Parts  of  Land,  may 
be  fold  to  fatisfy  private ,  why  not  public  Debts?  And  though 
it  be  unufual  in  England^  it  has  long  been  the  Practice,  as 
we  are  informed,  in  feveral  of  the  Colonies,  particularly  in 
New- England.  Bur  they  fay,  “  a  Tax  of  One  Shilling  in  the 
**  Found  on  the  whole  Value,  is  what  never  was  laid p  nor 
!!  can  poflibly  be  paid*  in  any  Country/9  Strange!  May 
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not  a  Country  in  imminent  Danger  give  a  Twentieth  Part 
their  fixates  to  fave  the  other  Nineteen  ?  Is  it  impoflible  eveti 
to  give  a  Half,  or  three  Fourths*  to  fave  the  other  Half  of 
Quarter  1  May  they  not  even  give  Nineteen  Parts  to  fave 
the  Twentieth  1  The  Proprietary^  Gift  of  Five  Fhoufand 

Pounds ,  they  afterwards  fay,  is  twenty  Times  more  than  their 

* 

Tax,  if  fairly  and  equally  aOTeiTed,  could  by  that  Bill  have  re¬ 
mounted  to.  If  fo,  it  is  pollible  to  give  the  whole  twenty 
Parts.— ‘But  it  has  always  been  underftood,  that  Mates  are 
not  to  he  taxed  to  the  full  Value  they  might  fingly  fell  fon 
In  the  fame  Bill  it  was  provided,  that  located  unimproved 
Lands  fhould  not  be  valued  in  the  Rates  at  more  thari  Fifteen 
Pounds  per  Hundred  Acres;  when  *tis  well  known,  that  the 
Proprietary's  loweft  Price  for  wild  Land  on  the  Frontiers  is 
Fifteen  Pounds  Fen  Shillings ,  per  Hundred  ;  and  that  the  lo¬ 
cated  unimproved  Lands  in  their  Manors,  are,  fomeofthem* 
valued  at  cfhree  or  Four  Hundred  Pounds  per  Hundred  ;  they 
may  therefore  well  fav>  that <c  if  that  Tax  had  been  Fully 
affeffed,  it  muff  have  amounted  to  many  Times  the  Sum  \*b 
but  then  their  next  Affertion  is  fomewhat  inconfiftent,  viz* 
That  the  Bill  laying  this  Tax  was  moll  unjuftly  calculated 
n  for  the  Purpofe  of  putting  it  in  the  Power  of  the  Aflef- 
fors  to  tax  the  Proprietary  Eftutes  up  to  the  full  Value * 
arid  to  eafe  other  Perfons,  by  taxing  them  fo  lightly* 
**  as  only  to  make  up  tht  Reft  due  of  the  Fifty  Fhoufand  Pounds^ 
in  fohich  Cafey  much  the greatejl  Pari  of  the  Burden  might 
**  have  been  laid  on  the  Proprietary  Eftates  alone.’®— -The 
\  a!ue  of  the  Proprietary  Eifate  has  long,  for  prudential 

Reafons,  been  kept  a  profound  Secret ;  and  the  Proprieta¬ 
ries  have  lately  given  Five  Fhoufand  Pounds  rather  than  fub- 
mit  it  to  the  Enquiry  of  the  Aflolforsc  But  your  Committee? 
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Cbhecive  feme  Light  may  be  obtained  on  that  Head,  from* 
this  Part  of  the  Inftrudtion  compared  with  the  Fifty  ^houfand 

Pound  Bill.  By  that  Bill  their  wild  unfurveyed,  or  unlo¬ 
cated  Lands,  which  are  many  Millions  of  Acres,  were  not 
to  be  raxed  at  all,  though  they  never  fell  any  of  them  for 
lefs  than  P  ifteen  Pounds  'Ten  Shillings ,  per  Hundred  Acres.” 
Their  taxable  Eftate  confifts  chiefly  in  located  (though  un¬ 
cultivated)  Tradts  and  Manors,  and  in  the  refer vM  Quit- 
rents  arifmg  From  the  Lands  they  have  fold.  Thefe  Man¬ 
ors,  and  Tra&s  are  generally  choice,  being  of  the  bell 
Lands,  pick'd  out  of  every  new  Purchafe  from  the  Indians , 
by  their  Surveyors,  before  the  Office  is  opened,  and  laid  bv 
For  a  Market,  not  to  be  difpofed  of  till  all  the  furrounding 
Lands  are  fold  and  fettled.  This  has  increafed  their  Value 
prodigioufly,  fo  that  they  are  now,  one  with  another,  va¬ 
lued  at  more  than  *Ihree  Hundred  Pounds  per  Hundred  :  Yet 
by  the  Bill,  they  were  not  to  be  taxed  as  worth  more  than 
Fifteen  Pounds  per  Hundred.-- -And  they  own,  that  by  the 
fame  Bill,  <f  their  gfuitrents  were  to  be  taxed  in  the  fame 
n  Manner  as  other  Efiatesf*  confequently  as  great  an  Abate** 


ment  to  be  made  in  the  Valuation.  And  yet  by  this  fame  Bill& 
under  this  very  moderate  Valuation  of  their  Eftate,  they  fay 
it  would  have  been  in  the  Power  of  the  Afleflors  to  have  laid 
much  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Burden  on  their  Eftates  alone.' 
Now,  much  the  great  eft  Part  of  Fifty  Fhoufand  Pounds  may  be 
Forty  noufand  Pounds ,  but  we  will  fay  (for  Moderation** 
Sake)  it  is  only  thirty  tfhoufand  Pounds ,  and  that  Sum  might 
have  been  raifedby  that  Bill,  on  the  Proprietary  Eftates,  in 
two  Years,  by  a  Tax  of  One  Shilling  in  the  Pound,  i.  e.  Fif¬ 
teen  *Ihoufand  Pounds  per  Annum.  The  Shillings  in  Fifteen 
Thailand  Pounds  are  Three  Hundred  Thoufand,  confe- 
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quently  their  Elates  at  that  low  Valuation  arc  worth  ^bres 
Hundred  <1 houfand  Pounds.  But  if  you  multiply  that  Valua¬ 
tion  by  20,  to  bring  it  nearer  the  Truth,  thofe  Eftates  mull 

amount  to  Six  Millions,  exclufive  of  their  wild  Lands  as  afore- 

>  , 

(aid.  If  this  Computation  be  too  high,  they  maybe  able 
hereafter  to  fhew  its  Miftakes.  At  prelent,  we  conceive 
the  Conferences  fairly  drawn  from  Fa&sand  their  own  Pre- 

mifes. - And  yet  this  their  enormous  Eftate  is,  by  their  In- 

ftrudtions,  to  be  exempted,  while  all  their  Fellow  Subje&s 
groan  under  the  Weight  of  Taxes  for  its  Defence,  it  being 
the  fir  ft  attacked  in  the  prefent  War,  and  Part  of  it  on  the 
Ohio ,  the  Prize  contended  for  by  the  Enemy. — For  though 
they.  towards  the  End  of  this  Inftruftion,  pretended  to  be 
4i  moft  ready  and  Willing  to  bear  a  juft  Proportion  along 
44  with  their  Tenants  in  any  necelTary  T ax  for  the  Defence 
44  of  the  Province, ?*  yet  this  appears  clearly  to  be  a  men 
Pretence ,  fince  they  absolutely  except  their  Quitrents,  and 
their  located  unimproved  Lands,  their  Fines,  and  the  Pur- 
Chafe-Monies  they  have  at  Intereft  ;  that  is,  in  a' Manner,* 
thei r  whole  EJlate ,  as  your  Committee  know  of  little  they  have 
left  to  be  taxed,  but  a  Ferry -houfe  or  two,  a  Kitchen, 
and  a  Dog  Kennel. 

But  unimproved  Lands  fhould  not,  in  our  Proprietaries 
Opinion,  pay  any  Taxes,  becaufe  u  they  yield  no  annual 
41  Profit.**  This  may  deceive  People  in  England  (where 
^He  Value  of  Land  is  much  at  a  Stay)  as  they  are  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Nature  of  Landed  Eftates  in  growing  Plan- 
Nations.  Here  new  Lands,  without  Cultivation,  without 
Fencing,  or  fo  much  as  cutting  down  a  Tree,  being  refer* 
ved  and  laid  by  for  a  Market  till  the  furrounding  Lauds  are 
fsttled,  improve  much  more  in  yearly  Value  eyerf  than  Mo* 

my 


pity  at  Ihterelf  upq>n  Intcreft.— ' Thirty  Years  ago,  thebeft 
and  richeft  Lands  near  the  Proprietary’s  Conefiogoe  Manor* 
were  worth  and  fold  for  about  Forty  Pounds  per  Hundred  A- 
cres.— -That  Manor  was  then  laid  out  and  referved,  con- 
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gaining  near  Seventeen  Thoufand  Acres:  And  now  the 
Lands  of  that  very  Manor,  which,  though  fo  long  locat¬ 
ed,  have  never  yet  been  cultivated,  will  fell  for  Three  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Fifty  Pounds  per  Hundred  Acres  ,  which  is  near 
Fine  for  0#<?,  or  Right  Hundred  per  Cent  advance.  Can 
an  Eftate  thus  producing  Twenty  five  per  Cent,  per  Annum  on 
the  prime  Coif,  be,  with  any  Propriety,  called  “  an  Efiate 
yielding  no  annual  Profit  V%  Is  it  not  a  well  known  Practice 
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in  the  Colonies,  to  lay  out  great  Sums  of  ready  Money  for 
Lands,  without  the  leaft  Iptent  of  Cultivation,  but  merely 

to  fell  them  again  hereafter  ?  Would  People  follow  this 
Practice  if  they  c*>uld  not  make  more  Profit  of  their  Money 
in  that  Way,  than  by  employing  it  in  Improvement  of  Land* 
in  Trade,  or  in  putting  it  to  Interelf,  though  Interelf  in  the 
Plantations  is  from  Six  to  Ten  per  Centum  ?  Does  not  fuch 
Land,  though  otherwife  unimprovedy  improve  continually  in 
its  Value  ?  How  mean  and  unjulf  is  it  then,  in  thefe  Gentle¬ 
men,  to  attempt  to  conceal  the  Ad  vantages  of  this  Kind  of 
Elfate,  and  fereen  it  from  Taxes,  by  lurking  under  the  am¬ 
biguous  and  deceitful  Terms*  of  unimproved  Lands,  and  Lands 

yielding  no  annual  Profit  l 

Meanly  unjulf  indeed,  in  this  Inllance,  do  they  appear  to 
your  Committee  ;  who  cannot  but  obferve,  that  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries,  knowing  their  own  Inclinations  to  fereen  their 
own  Eftates,  and  loadthofe  of  the  People,  from  thence  fuf- 
gedted  the  People  might  be  equally  unjulf,  and  intend,  by 
ifie  Fifty  Thoufand  Pound  Bill,  to  eafe  their  Elfates,  and  loa4 
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thofe  of  the  Proprietaries.  “  The  Bill,  fay  they,  appear* 
to  us  to  be  mofl  unjujtly  calculated ,  for  the  Purpofe  of  put* 
Jng  it  in  tne  Power  of  Perions,  wholly  chofen  by  the 
u  People,  to  tax  our  E (fares  up  rp  the  full  Value  therein 
mentioned,  and  toeaie  other  Perfons  by  taxing  them  fo 
**  l,ghtl7»  as  onlY  to  make  up  the  Refidue  that  might  be 
“  wanted  to  compleat  the  Fifty  Vboufand  Pounds,  In  which 
84  Cafe  the  L  crfons  chofen  by  the  People  might  have  laid 
by  witch  the  great efi  Part  of  the  Burden  upon  our  Eftate  s 

alone.  --‘Had  they  intended  to  raife  much  the  greateji 
P  art  oi  the  lax  of  Fifty  'Ikcufavd  Pounds  on  the  Proprieta¬ 
ries  Eftate,  would  the  Roufe  fo  readily  have  accepted  of 
Five  tfkouf and  Pounds  in  Lieu  of  their  Share  of  that  Tax  1 — 
But  why  this  Sufpicion  of  the  Affembly  1  What  Inftancc 
of  Injuftice  can  the  Proprietaries  charge  them  with,  that 
Could  give  Ground  for  fuch  a  Supposition  1  If  they  were 
capable  of  fuch  an  Intention,  and  an  Endeavour  to  get  In - 
iquity  ejiablifljed  by  a  Law ,  mull  they  not  be  the  mod:  unju(J 
and  difhoneft  of  Men  1  The  AfTefTors,  it  is  true,  are  cho¬ 
fen  by  the  People  ,  they  always  were  fo  by  our  Laws, 
and  let  a  Man’s  Eftate  be  ever  fo  great,  he  has  but  one 
Vote  in  the  Choice  ot  them  ;  But  have  the  Proprietaries  no 
Friends  in  their  Province?  What  is  become  of  ail  their  De¬ 
pendants  and  Expe&ants ;  thofe  in  Place,  or  hoping  for 
Places ;  the  Thoufands  in  their  Debt  ;  the  Mortgagers  at 
their  Mercy  ?  Will  none  of  thefe,  out  of  Love,  or  Hope* 
or  Fear,  vote  for  honeft  Alfeftbrs,  that  may  take  Care  the 
Proprietary  is  not  opprefTed  by  the  Weight  of  an  unjuft 
Tax?— -Could  the  Affembly  be  certain,  that  the  whole  Peo¬ 
ple  were  fo  wicked,  as  to  join  in  chufing  and  trufting  Setts 
difhoneft  Affeflors,  merely  to  wrong  the  Proprietary? 

Arc 


Are  thcr®  no  Laws  in  the  Province  againft  Perjury  ?  Are 
not  the  A  He  {Tors  by  Law  to  be  fworn  or  affirmed  to  affels 
themfelvesand  all  others  impartially  ;  and  have  they  not  al¬ 
ways  been  chofen  as  Men  of  Note  tor  Probity  and  Ju dice  ? 
What  a  dark  ProfpeCt  mull:  a  Man’s  own  Heart  afford  him, 
when  he  can  from  thence  form  fuch  Ideas  of  the  Hearts  of  a 
whole  People  /  A  People  famous  throughout  the  World, 
for  the  Juftice  and  Equity  of  their  Laws,  the  Purity  of  their 
Manners,  their  Humanity  and  Hofpitality  to  Strangers,  their 
Affection  to  their  late  honoured  Proprietary,  their  Faith- 
fulnefs  in  their  Manufactures  and  Produce,  and  Upright- 
pels  in  all  their  Dealings !  And  to  whofe  Virtue  and  Induf- 
try  thefe  very  Gentlemen  owe  all  their  prefent  Greatnefs. 

The  Proprietaries  are  pleafed  farther  to  fay,  u  That 
s<  the  Laying  Taxes  on  the  real  Value  of  the  Fee-fimple9 
u  and  the  Sale  of  Land  for  the  Payment  of  Taxes,  are 

contrary  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  Great- Britain 
Your  Committee  cannot  find  that  any  Laws  or  Statutes 
were  ever  made  in  Greai-Britain  ro  regulate  the  Mode  of 
laying  Taxes  in  the  Plantations ;  and  if  there  are  none 
fuch,  our  Bill  could  not  be  contrary  to  what  never  cxifted. 
In  Virginia  the  Taxes  are  laid  on  Slaves,  and  paid  in  To¬ 
bacco  ;  and  every  Colony  has  its  own  Mode  of  Taxation^ 
fuited  to  its  own  Circumftances,  almoft  all  different  from 
each  other  as  well  as  from  that  ufed  in  England .  But  differ 
rent  from ,  and  contrary  toy  we  conceive  to  be  diffinCt  and 
different  Things ;  otherwife  many  of  our  Laws,  even 
thofe  which  have  been  approved  at  Home,  and  received 
the  Royal  Affent,  are  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  England.— 
But  as  we  faid  before,  the  Laws  of  England  themfelves, 
jnake  tands  liable  to  pay  Debts  in  the  Colonies,  and  there¬ 
fore! 
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fore  to  fell  them,  or  a  Part  of  them,  to  pay  public  Debts, 
}s  not  contrary  to,  but  conformable  with,  the  Laws  of 
England. 


But  the  Proprietaries  u  cannot  find  that  the  Quitrents  re- 
u  ferved  to  the  Crown — in  any  of  the  other  American 
Ci  Colonies,  have  ever  been  taxed  towards  the  Railing  any 
€i  Supplies  granted  in  thole  Colonies;  and  indeed  thofe 
Quitrents  are  generally  fo  /mail  (meaning  the  King's 
€i  Quitrents,  we  fuppofe,  for  their  own  furely  are  large 
"  enough)  that  little  or  no  Land  Tax  would  be  due  or  pay« 
4<  able  on  them,  ifarifing  in  Great- Britain,  &c."— Ifyour 
Committee  are  rightly  informed,  the  King’s  Quitrents  in 
the  other  Colonies,  are  applied  to  public  Purpofes,  general- 
ly  for  the  Service  of  the  Colony  that  raifes  them.  When 
our  Proprietaries  lliall  think  fit  to  apply  tfiofe  arifing  here 
In  the  fame  Manner  t  we  believe  no  kfiembly  will  attempt  t© 
tax  them.  The  Smallnefs  of  the  Parts,  we  cannot  conceive 
to  be  a  good  Reafon  for  not  taxing  the  Whole.  Where 
every  Man  worth  lefs  than  twenty  Shillings  a  Year  is  exempt 
from  Taxes,  he  who  enjoys  a  Vlooufand  a  Year  might,  as 
well  as  our  Proprietaries,  plead  to  be  excufed,  for  that  his 
Income  is  only  ^Twenty  7 houfand  Shillings t  each  of  which  Shil¬ 
lings  is  far  within  the  Sum  exempted  by  Law. ---In  the 
whole,  tho*  what  arifes  from  each  Eftate  be  no  great  Sum, 
their  Quitrents  muft  amount  to  a  very  great  Revenue ; 
and  their  fpeaking  of  them  in  the  diminutive  Terms  of  very 
/mail  Quitrents  or  Acknowledgments,  is  only  to  amufe  and  de¬ 
ceive.  They  are  Property  ;  and  Property  fhould  pay  for 
its  own  Prefervation.  They  ought  therefore  to  be  taxed 
for  t-he  Defence  of  the  Country.— The  Proprietaries  in4ee4 
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jay,  a  Land  Tax  was  unneceflary,  as  there  are  many  other 
IVays  of  raifing  Money.  They  would  doubtlefs  chufe  any 
Way  in  which  their  Eftate  could  not  be  included.— But 
what  are  thofe  many  other  iVays  ?-  - Britain ,  an  independent 
State,  can  lay  infinite  Duties,  on  all  foreign  Wares,  and 
imported  Luxuries.  We  are  fuffered  little  foreign  Trade* 
and  almoft  all  our  Superfluities  are  fent  tis  from  Britain 
itfelf.  Will  file  permit  us  to  difeourage  their  Importati¬ 
on  by  heavy  Impofts  ?  or  to  raife  Funds  by  taxing  her  Ma¬ 
nufactures  ?  A  Variety  of  Excifes  and  Duties  ferve  only  t«* 
Multiply  Offices  and  Officers,  and  to  make  a  Part  of  the 
People  pay  for  another  Part  who  do  not  chufe  to  pay* 

No  Excife  or  Duty,  was  ever  a  fair  and  equal  Tax  on  Pro¬ 
perty.— -The  faireft,  as  the  Proprietaries  themfelves  have 
acknowledged,  is  a  Poundage  on  all  feal  and  perfonal  Effatc& 
according  to  its  Value. 

We  are  now  to  hear  of  the  Gdnerofity  of  the  Proprie¬ 
taries,  who,  as  they  fay,  “  were  fo  far  from  de firing  not 
**  to  contribute  to  the  Defence  and  Support  of  His  Majef- 
u  ty’s  Rights  and  Dominions,  that  immediately  on  the  firfl 

u  Notice  of  the  Defeat  of  General  Braddock ,  they  had  fent  o~ 
H  ver  an  Order  upon  their  Receiver-General,  to  pay  Fivt 
**  Zhoufand  Pounds  as  a  free  Gift  towards  the  Defence  of  the 
€i  faid  Province.’9  — We  may  prefurne  to  aik,  why,  wheii 
they  knew  tile  Aflemblies  were  continually  worried  to  givd 
Money,  and  the  Bills  in  whieh  it  was  offered  as  constantly 
rejected  ;  why  did  they  not  unmanacle  their  Governor,  and 
it  the  fame  Time  fet  an  Example  of  Zeal  for  the  common 
Caufe  by  a  generous  Gift  on  their  Part,  before  they  heard 
$£  that  Defeat  ?  YVrhy  not  as  foon  as  they  knew  he  was  fenc 
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to  America?  Why  not  on  iFajhington's  Defeat,  or  before  his 
fir#  Expedition,  as  foon  as  ever  their  Province  was  attacked 
and  they  learnt  that  the  Enemy  had  built  a  Fort  in  it 
But  the  Truth  is,  the  Order  was  fent,  not  immediately  on 

the  News  of  Braddock's  Defeat  *,  the  Date  of  the  Order  will 
fhow  that  it  was  a  Month  after  that  News  arived  in  England. 
But  it  was  immediate))  after  they  had  Advice,  that  the  Go¬ 
vernor  had  rtfufed  a  Grant  of  Fifty  tfhoufand  Pounds  to  the 
Crown  for  the  Defence  of  the  Proprietaries  Province,  be- 
caufe  their  Eftare  was  taxed  in  the  Bill,  aliedging  Reftric* 
tions  from  them  on  that  Head  ;  again#  which  all  the  World 
exclaimed,  and  an  univerfal  Odium  was  falling  on  their 
Heads,  and  the  King’s  Wrath  juftiy  dreaded  ;  then  it  was* 
that  the  boafted  Order  iflued.  And  yer,  as  foon  as  their 
Fears  fubfided,  it  was  fmcerely  repented,  and  every  under¬ 
hand  Step  taken  to  get  the  Adt,  in  which  their  Gift  was  fix¬ 
ed,  difapproved  at  Home;  tho’  if  they  had  fucceeded,  when 
the  Bills  emitted  were  abroad,  and  in  the  Hands  of  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  many  of  the  poor  vScldiers,  w  ho  had  received  them  in 
Pay  for  their  Services,  would  have  been  ruined,  and  Mul¬ 
titudes  of  others  greatly  injured. -—And  after  all,  this  Free 
> 

Gift ,  to  be  immediately  paid,  is  not  yet  paid,  though  more 

than  a  Year  is  elapfed  fince  the  Order  was  given  ; - and 

Contracts,  entered  into  by  the  Commiflioners  in  Confidence 
of  receiving  that  Money,  arc  yet  unfatisfied,  to  the  Lofs 
and  Difappointment  of  many,  and  great  Detriment  to  the 
Service. 

•  ”  *  , 

However,  if  we  will  have  a  Land  Tax,  they  are  pleafed 
to  form  a  Bill  for  us,  or  at  lea#  to  diredt  what  Claufes 
flxallbein,  and  whatfhall  not  be  in  it,  thus  violating  the 
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raoft  effential  Rigtet  of  the  Commons  in  a  Britifh  ConSittl- 
tidn  .'—and  with  this  particular  Injunction,  that  the  Tax 
mall  be  laid  for  no  more  than  one  Year  ;  and  fliall  not  ex- 


Cied  Four  Shillings  its  the  Pound  on  the  income ;  which,  elH- 
inating  Eftates  at  Twenty  Years  PurChale,  is  about  a  Fifth 
®f  a  Twentieth,  or,  in  plainer  Words,  a  hundredth  Part 
of  the  Value.  Perhaps  this  may  be  well  enough  in  Times 
of  Tranquility  ;  but  when  a  Province  is  invaded,  muft  if 
toe  given  up  to  the  Enemy,  if  a  Tax  o  1  the  hundredth  Pen¬ 
ny  is  not  fuiScient  to  fave  it  i— Yes,  that  is  our  prefent 
Situation ;  for  the  Proprietaries  InftruAions  are,  it  feems; 
unalterable.-— Their  Governor  is  bound  to  obferve  and 
inforce  them,  and  mu 3:  fee  the  King’s  Province  perifh  be¬ 
fore  his  Eyes,  rather  than  deviate  from  them  a  fingle  Tittles 


This  we  experienced  within  a  few  Days,  when  Advantage! 
being  cruelly  taken  of  our  prefent  unhappy  Situation,  the 
proftrate  Condition  of  our  bleeding  Country,  the  Knife  of 
the  Savage  at  her  Throat,  our  Soldiers  ready  to  mutiny  for 
want  of  Pay  and  Neceflarics,  our  People  flying  in  Defpair 
from  the  Frontier  for  want  of  Prote&ion,  the  Aflembly 
was  commpelled  (like  Solomon’i  true  Mother)  to  wave  her 


Right,  to  alter  our  Money-Bills,  abridge  our  free  Grant  c® 
the  Crown  by  one  Half,  and,  in  fhort,  to  receive  and  en- 
a£fc  a  Law  not  agreeable  to  our  Judgments,  but  fitch  as  was 
made  for  us  by  the  Proprietary  InftruCtions,  and  the  Will 
and  Pleafure  of  the  Governor's  Council ;  whereby  our 
Conftitntion  and  the  Liberties  of  our  Country  are  wounded 
in  the  raoft  eflential  Part,  and  even  violated  and  deftroyed. 
—We  have  Keafon  to  confide,  however,  in  the  Juftice  of 
®ur  Sovereign  and  a  Sriti[h  Parliment,  that  this  Tyranny 
fhall  not  long  liibfift ;  and  we  hope  no  Time  will  be  loft 
in  making  the  proper  Application. 
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||q  &nef  we  muft  fay,  in  Juftiqe  to  the  Hotife,  that  the 
Proprietary’s  Charge  againft  the  Aflqnbly,  as  ”  being 
?!  inclined  by  their  Authority  tp  tax  th«  Proprietary  Eftate 
difproportionatcly,  &*c.  is,  to  our  Knowledge,  ground- 
lef$  and  unjulh  They  had  as  little  Inclinations  Authority  to 
tvrpng  him.  They  have  not,  it  feems,  Authority  enough 
to  oblige  him  to  do  Jufiice.  As  to  their  Inclination ,  they 
bear^  every  one  of  them,  and  maintain,  the  Character  of 
honest  Mem.  When  the  Proprietaries  fhall  be  truly 
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willing  to  bear  a;i  equitable  Part  of  the  Public  Burden ; 
when  they  fhall  renounce  the  exorbitant  Demand  of  Rent 
ms  the  Exchange  jloall  then  he  i  make  Reftitution  of  the  Mo¬ 
ney  which  they  have  exacted  from  the  Affemblies  of  this 
Province,  and  (mcerely  repent  of  their  Extortion,  they 
jmay  then,  aud  t sot  till  thenf  haye  loirx  Claim  to  the  fame 
5  t  o  ib  il  fi  T  i  i  X.  ki . 
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Advertisement. 

C  INC  E  the  Printing  of  the  Note  in  Page  i6-t,  the  Affem- 
bly  thinking  thcmfelves  releaied  from  the  Neceffity  impofed 
upon  them  by  the  unhappy  Circumftances  of  the  Times,  of  ex¬ 
empting  the  Proprietary  Effaces  out  of  the  Common  Taxation, 
have  at  laft,  by  a  fteady  and  noble  Perfeverance  in  their  Refo- 
lution  of  including  them,  and  by  the  concurrent  Interpofition  of 
General  Amherst,  to  whom  the  mod  greatful  Acknow¬ 
ledgments  are  due,  prevailed  with  the  Governor  to  paisa  Bill 
to  that  Effeft,  whereby  thofe  Effaces  are  made  liable  to  be  tax¬ 
ed  by  the  fame  Perfonsand  under  the  fame  Regulations  with 
ail  others  in  the  Province. 
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